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Dear Families,

We are beginning to dig into the meat of our curriculum now that we have some foundational strategies and procedures in place. We have begun our first thematic unit – PARADIGMS –, and students have begun delving into more and more complex concepts and texts. They seem to be enjoying themselves and growing before my eyes!
· Thanks to all of you for reminding your children to read nightly. There really is no replacement for practice. Overall, they are doing a great job of remembering to record their reading in their planners.
· Folders have been going home every Friday, and this seems to be working. PLEASE check your child’s folder to retrieve the new vocabulary words, any graded papers, and any assignments. Folders (sans all the goodies) should be returned on Monday.

· I make it a practice to check my e-mail at school at least once before I leave for the day and again in the evening, so it is an effective way of contacting me if you don’t want to play phone tag. ( At home, I answer email via my Android. So, if a question requires a long answer, I will usually wait until the next day so that I don’t have to text my fingers off. 
· I HIGHLY RECOMMEND checking the class web site daily as a way to keep up with assignments, announcements, etc.:            




http://teacherweb.com/FL/TalbotElementary/Geiger/
The collage projects are now adorned with diamond poems. Hopefully the students now have a better grasp of what abstract concepts are and how they are expressed. Some still get confused, however. Please keep reinforcing the idea at home.
CURRICULUM MATTERS:

We are becoming strategic readers! Over the past few weeks we have begun to discuss topics like abstract concepts, big ideas (a/k/a themes) in texts, and “generalizations.” We will continue to focus on the abstract concept of “paradigms” and generalizations which apply to this concept. For instance, one generalization we can make about paradigms is that “paradigms impact the way we view others.” I encourage you to discuss these ideas with your child. They are really maturing in their thinking! Another idea we are addressing is the qualifying of statements and opinions. For example, when a student tells me that a character is “optimistic,” he/she must also give evidence from the text to justify this assertion. Not only is this incredible thinking practice, but it is also excellent practice for the FCAT and life! We have begun some reading of the social studies textbook, learning strategies for dealing with this type of text. These are strategies that will be useful to the students through middle school, high school and beyond! We will use this text, as well as Florida Studies Weekly newspaper to gather information about Florida history, geography, flora and fauna, civics & government, etc. Before long we will begin our first chapter book, Strawberry Girl, which will complement Florida studies. 
DONATION DAISIES RIPE FOR THE PICKING… (

Old maps, atlases that you do not need back

Electric pencil sharpener

SERVICE PROJECTS: Each year I like my students to be involved in service to the community. This builds citizenship, empathy, leadership, and responsibility AND is excellent training for the required community service in many of the magnet programs (i.e. Lyceum, I.B., etc.) and for Bright Futures scholarships.  The first project is Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF. A flyer and more information will be sent home on October 14th. Participation is optional.
As always, I am happy to discuss your questions and concerns. You have amazing children!














♥ Dr. Geiger
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