Dear Families,

Each year, one instructional goal is to engage my students in service learning. I believe that the students in my classroom today will be the leaders and decision-makers of tomorrow. Therefore, it is vital for altruism and citizenship to be nurtured, so that they will continue into adulthood with the mindset of making the world a better place for everyone, not just themselves. Because the students are doubly blessed with the propensity for insight and intelligence, I feel it is even more important that they develop an understanding of the need for service to others. Already this year we have raised over $700 during Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF, the most my students have ever raised, and a testament to the generosity of the students, the community, and you, their family members. 

As we enter the Holiday Season, children (and adults!) often become quite consumed with what they are going to “get.” I thought it may be a positive change to instead think about what we can give. In this spirit of giving, I’m inviting students to participate in two different opportunities. Participation is OPTIONAL, and students will not be penalized if they choose not to participate. I will award extra credit for those who do participate, however. 

The first is a fundraiser for Heifer International. The idea is to have students come up with their own fundraising projects. They can work alone or with a friend, doing odd jobs, collecting aluminum cans, organizing a bake sale, writing letters/emails to friends and family asking for donations, etc. The idea is that THE KIDS (not the parents) are doing the work and earning the money so that they have ownership of the process. If they have to do a little work for their donation money, it will mean a lot more to them, and they will feel a greater sense of pride in their accomplishment. All monies should be turned in by December 14th, so that we have time as a class to select what we want to “purchase” from Heifer International. (If you are unfamiliar with this organization, please check them out on the Web at www.heifer.org). Any checks should be written to “Heifer International”; I will write a check for any cash turned in.

I am labeling the second opportunity, “Fill a Bag for the Troops.”  Students will choose a shopping bag to take home and fill with any of the following items to be placed in care packages for the troops: toothbrushes, toothpaste, razors, candy, energy bars, Q-tips, lip balm, small bottles of shampoo and wet wipes. Students should also include letters, artwork, and/or holiday cards. The Secretary of the Military Support Group of Alachua County wrote to me that, “This is a time that is the hardest for them to be away from friends and family so getting something from home sure helps.” DEADLINE: DECEMBER 1st because of mailing time.

I hope many students will choose to participate in one of these worthwhile learning experiences. ‘Tis the season to give!













Dr. Geiger

