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August 15, 2011
Venice High School
1 Indian Avenue

Venice, Florida  34285

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Welcome to the 2011-2012 school year!  My name is Colleen Najm, and I look forward to being your son or daughter’s Spanish teacher this year. I have been teaching Spanish at Venice High School since 1981 and very much enjoy the challenge of educating students. 

As a teacher and a parent, I realize that in order for our children to be successful, it is important that you and I work together in guiding them to learn responsibility for their education. I would like for you to send me your email address so that we can correspond about your child’s progress.
This year I am teaching 5 classes of Spanish 2 and 1 class of Spanish 3, with almost 180 students.  It is difficult to stay in contact with so many parents by phone, but very easy to send an email.  Phone calls are always welcome, but emails make it easier to quickly communicate a concern.
My email address is:

colleen_najm@sarasota.k12.fl.us (There is an underscore between my first and last names.)
Please email me after reading this letter and I will respond with a confirmation. With so many crazy email addresses, please be sure to put your student’s first and last name in the “subject” area of your email so that I won’t think it is a spam and I will be able to know who your student is.

In addition, I recommend that you access the new Crosspointe online grading system.  It is an incredible tool to know exactly what your child is doing in the areas of grades and attendance. You can become aware of problems before it is too late to correct them. If you are not signed up yet, call the school for information. 
Also, check my web site for a weekly schedule, downloads, and links to sites that help students practice Spanish. I look forward to communicating with you, and thank you in advance for your support.  
Sincerely,

Colleen Najm
World Languages Department 
Spanish Honor Society Sponsor

American Association of Teachers of Spanish & Portuguese

Phone: (941) 488-6726
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