Open House FAQs: 

For questions not answered on the Fact Sheet & Mrs. Najm’s Information link on web site.
Personal:

1. Have you traveled to Spanish speaking countries?

Mexico and Spain; Brazil also, but that’s Portuguese; I learned a lot, but forgot most of it; I took French in college, but that’s extremely rusty also.

2. How did you get interested in teaching?

My dad was a principal; my younger sister and I used to play school all the time. I got to boss her around and it stuck with me! The day after college graduation, I started substitute teaching in a rural North Carolina school, and I haven’t stopped teaching since then.
3. How did you decide to study Spanish?

I had a great high school teacher and I thought it would be fun.
4. What kind of accent do you have?

Tarheel (
Spanish:

1. Can anyone learn to speak Spanish?

Sí; if I can, anyone can; some people do have a “knack” for picking up languages.

2. How long will it be before my child is fluent in Spanish?

“Fluent” is relative, depending on purpose and motivation; it could be a year or two, or several or never. Some kids just want to be able to communicate on a simple level. Many factors are involved: love of the language, lots of practice, making use of all available opportunities; not being afraid to make mistakes; taking risks.

3. Do you speak only Spanish in class?

No; some concepts are too difficult to explain; but we do practice as much as we can. With each level, speaking is increased. As I tell the kids, Spanish 2 is more difficult than 1, level 3 is harder than 2, etc!

4. How can I help my child succeed in Spanish?

Ask to see their homework, class notes, and internet assignments. Encourage them to go beyond the minimum, ask for help, & come in for peer tutoring. Check SmartWeb often for grade updates. Watch Spanish TV with them, quiz them on vocabulary, and watch DVDs with the Spanish subtitles and/or audio settings. Travel to a Spanish-speaking area if possible. Even eavesdropping at the mall can be interesting! Kids have to really TRY to fail in my class; we use many types of learning strategies, activities and methods in class; there is something for everyone!

Technology:

1. How do I use Crosspointe?

 Call Venice High School; more information will be forthcoming on the VHS web site.
2. What is the VHS web site address?

 http://www.sarasotacountyschools.net/vhs/
3. What is your web site address?

 http://teacherweb.com/FL/VeniceHighSchool/Najm/
4. How can my child complete assignments from the internet if we don’t have a computer?

In my classroom after school or during lunch; media center, public library; friends’ or relatives’ computers; barter services with a friend; help with math in exchange for printing an extra copy. Kids figure out ways to IM and download music, so they can print some documents! The purpose is to integrate technology with our curriculum and to teach responsibility.

