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RUBRICS FOR ESSAY RATINGS

9-8
These essays reflect an accurate and sensitive reading of the assigned materials and include sufficient details to demonstrate an intelligent and perceptive response.  The student has selected a clear focus for the essay response and has maintained coherence and consistency in presenting his chosen line of argument.  The writing shows stylistic maturity and an effective command of sentence structure and diction.  Sentences are clear and economical and at the same time they reflect a mature use of subordination to convey complex ideas.  The essay is well organized, opening with a direct and clear focus on the topic, moving through a logical sequence of ideas, including ample elaboration of generalizations, building toward a high point of understanding and insight, and closing with an effective synthesis.  The writing need not be without flaws, but it reveals the writer’s ability to choose from and control a wide range of the elements of effective writing.  (92-98)

7-6
These essays reflect an accurate reading of the assigned materials, but they lack as much detail and elaboration as the 9-8 essay.  The discussion of the passage is less thorough and less specific; there may be effectively stated and insightful generalizations but inadequate support and illustration.  These essays may possess stylistic maturity and an effective command of sentence structure and diction, but their lack of elaboration and development detract from their persuasiveness.  These essays may be written with an appropriate style, but lack the power, persuasiveness, and control of the best essays.  Or, there may be lapses in diction or syntax that detract from the effectiveness of the style.  The writing in a 7-6 essay is sufficiently clear to convey the writer’s ideas effectively. (86 – 91)

5
These essays reflect an accurate literal reading of the assigned material but lack a sufficient understanding of the implications and subtleties of the material to write about it with clarity, persuasion and insight.  The discussion of the techniques and themes of the material may be overly generalized and vague;  there is too little specific reference to the text to make generalizations persuasive.  These essays may be adequately written but lack sufficient understanding and support, or they may reflect inconsistent control over style and organization.  (80-85)

4-3
These essays may either reflect a misreading of the material, and inadequate understanding of the material, flaws in sentence clarity and style, or flaws in organization and development.  The writing may reflect confusion about the main points of a passage or overly generalized, vague content.  These essays omit detailed analysis of the text or supply very little supporting details.  The sentences may be confusing or ineffectively worded or style, syntax, and diction may be immature or uncontrolled.  The writing may not reveal all of these problems, but if the essay is dominated by any one of these problems, it is a 4-3 essay. (74-79)
2-1
These essays respond inadequately to the assigned reading either misreading or misunderstanding the material or the question.  They may reflect poor control of style, syntax, and diction.  They lack adequate elaboration and development.  Generally, these writings are unacceptably brief or poorly written. 

SCALE:  9 = 97;  8 = 94;  7 = 90;  6 = 86;  5 = 82;  4 = 78;  3 = 74;  2 = 68;  1 = 65 - below
