Advanced Composition

Comprehensive Lit Terms List

Literary Terms – From Your Freshman Year

Listed below are the terms that you will need to learn in order to understand, discuss, and write about the literature we will study in this class.  Most of the terms listed below are found in the Literary Terms Handbook section of your text.  Those that are not are indicated with an asterisk; I will provide those definitions for you. 

1) *allegory

2) alliteration

3) allusion

4) *analogy

5) antagonist

6) *apostrophe

7) aside

8) assonance

9) atmosphere (mood)

10) *ballad

11) blank verse

12) character

a) *dynamic character

b) *static character

c) *flat character

d) *round character

13) characterization

a) direct characterization

b) indirect characterization

14) *cliché

15) *comedy

16) conflict

a) internal

· man vs. himself

b) external

· man vs. man

· man vs. nature

17) connotation

18) consonance

19) denotation

20) dialect

21) dialogue

22) epic

23) *fable

24) *flashback/flashforward

25) figurative language

26) *foil

27) foreshadowing

28) free verse

29) *hyperbole

30) imagery

31) *inversion

32) irony

a) verbal irony

b) irony of situation

c) dramatic irony

33) legend

34) literal language

35) lyric poem

36) metaphor

37) monologue

38) moral

39) myth

40) onomatopoeia

41) oral tradition

42) *oxymoron

43) *paradox

44) parody

45) personification

46) plot

a) plot diagram

b) introduction

c) rising action

d) climax

e) falling action

f) conclusion

47) point of view

a) first person

b) third person limited

c) third person omniscient

48) protagonist

49) *pun

50) *satire

51) sensory language

52) setting

53) simile

54) soliloquy

55) sonnet

56) speaker

57) stanza

58) *stereotype

59) *stream of consciousness

60) suspense

61) symbol/symbolism

62) theme

63) tone

64) tragedy

65) *verisimilitude

allegory - a story or poem in which characters, settings, and events stand for other characters, settings, and events, or for abstract ideas or qualities; allegories can be read on one level for their literal meaning and on another level for their figurative meaning

analogy - a comparison between two things to show how they are alike

apostrophe - a technique by which an author addresses an inanimate object, an idea, or a person who is dead or absent as if that entity were capable of a response

ballad - a song or a poem that tells a story

cliché - a word or a phrase that has been overused to the point it has lost all meaning

character -

dynamic character - character who changes in some important way as a result of the story's action

static character - one who does not change much in the course of a story

flat character - one-dimensional character with only one or two character traits who can be summed up with a single phrase ("loyal side-kick" or "buffoon")

round character - multi-dimensional characters with more complex personalities (like a real person)

comedy - generally, a story that ends with a happy resolution to conflicts faced by the main character(s)

fable - a short story that teaches a practical lesson about how to succeed in life

flashback - a scene that interrupts the normal chronological sequence of events in a story to depict something that happened at an earlier time (a flashforward depicts events of the future)

foil - a character who acts as a contrast to another character

hyperbole - a figure of speech that uses an incredible exaggeration on overstatement for effect

inversion - the reversal of normal word order in a sentence or phrase

oxymoron - a figure of speech that combines opposite or contradictory terms

paradox - a statement that, on the surface, appears to contradict itself but actually reveals a deeper meaning

pun - a "play on words" based on the multiple meanings of a single word or on words that sound alike but have different meanings

satire - writing that ridicules the shortcomings of people or institutions in an attempt to bring about a change

stereotype - a fixed idea or conception of a character or and idea which does not allow for any individuality - usually based on religious, social, or racial prejudices

stream of consciousness - a style of writing that portrays the (often chaotic) inner workings of a character's mind

verisimilitude - a way of portraying a character with such realistic qualities and personal traits that it is easy to imagine him/her as a real person

