Generic Grading Rubric (4 Parts = 25%(?) per section):

1. Topic/Prompt

2. Organization

3. Support

4. Mechanics

How to write an effective essay (Rubric):

1. Topic/Prompt –

· writer clearly and thoroughly understands and addresses topic assigned

· argument is focused, relevant, logical

2. Organization -
· writer created (and followed!) a properly formatted five-part outline

· introductory paragraph includes a clear, concise, three-part thesis 

· essay is logically arranged with solid transitions between sections 

· conclusion avoids simply restating thesis

3. Support –
· writer offers specific, logical, relevant facts to prove/illustrate points

· writer avoids vague, broad-sweeping generalities

4. Mechanics –
· grammar

· spelling

· usage

· proofreading

· editing/revising

How to write an effective essay (Tips):

1. Prompt –
**   The best way you can prepare for this part is to know your subject matter.  If you are writing an essay about a novel, you should read it a minimum of two times, and keep and review your notes; in the case of an essay for a religion, history or social studies class, you should keep good lecture notes and review them regularly.  

Also of major importance is that you understand and address the question asked.  I offer this advice especially to those of you who would discuss what you want to discuss rather than what I ask you to discuss.  If you know the material, you should be able to address any topic related to it (whether you agree with the topic… or not!).

2. Organization –
If you want your essay to be “focused, relevant, logical,” you must be organized.  The ONLY way to write an organized essay is to follow the writing process (see Writers Inc. pages 5-7).  You must first brainstorm your topic (prompt) and categorize similar ideas until a logical 3-part thesis develops.  Base the order of your outline on the order of your thesis and be certain to follow your outline when writing your essay!

*****  Regarding Your Outline  *****

You should note that creating your outline is, in effect, creating your essay.  That is to say, you are making the framework, or the skeleton, of your paper; in the first draft and subsequent revisions, you’re just adding the cartilage, muscles, and skin (the pretty stuff).

I offer this advice especially to those of you who try to fit square pegs into round holes: just because you want what you’ve written to prove your thesis doesn’t mean it does… but it doesn’t mean it’s not a good point!  You have to restructure and revise your outline to ensure that all points are supported and organized in such a way as to lead you to a logical conclusion.

Your introductory paragraph should include a hook (some type of statement, question, comment, etc.) to attract the reader’s attention, and a clear, concise, 3-part thesis statement.  Your concluding paragraph should avoid simply restating your thesis.  You should have strong lead-ins to your most important points and good, solid transitions between your main body sections.

3. Support – 

Your argument must be supported with evidence.  Evidence is proof.  Evidence avoids generalities (everyone, no one, always, etc.) and deals with specifics gleaned from the material you are discussing.  Specific information comes in the form of facts, examples, and quotations from texts, embellished with your commentary or analysis when necessary.

4. Mechanics – 
A good essay must be easy to read.  Spelling and usage errors should be virtually non-existent and grammatical mistakes should be at an absolute minimum.  Proofreading, editing, and revising are essential procedures to eliminate errors that will distract the reader’s attention and seriously weaken your argument.

How to write an effective essay (Reference):

Most likely, your teacher will ask you to write an expository essay.  If you are taking an essay test, discussing recent course work, identifying a specific idea or definition, or providing an example or illustration, you are writing an expository essay.  

Another common form of essay is the persuasive essay.  When writing persuasively, you learn as much as you can about a particular topic, form and support an opinion, and convince your reader that your opinion is valid.

If you are uncertain about which type essay you have been assigned, read pages 105-113 (expository) and 115-122 (persuasive) in your Writers Inc. book.  If, after reading these pages, you are still uncertain, mark page 105 and page 115 and take your WI book to your teacher for help.  (Check WI index page 591 for reference to many other kinds of essays.)

