Advanced Composition

Comprehensive Lit Terms List

Literary Terms – From Your Sophomore Year
Listed below are the terms that you will need to learn in order to understand, discuss, and write about the literature we will study in this class.  Most of the terms listed below are found in the Literary Terms Handbook section of your text.  Those that are not are indicated with an asterisk; I will provide those definitions for you. 

1) allegory

2) alliteration

3) allusion

4) analogy

5) antagonist

6) apostrophe

7) *aside

8) assonance

9) atmosphere (mood)

10) ballad

11) blank verse

12) character

a) dynamic character

b) static character

c) flat character

d) round character

13) characterization

a) direct characterization

b) indirect characterization

14) cliché

15) comedy

16) conflict

a) internal

· man vs. himself

b) external

· man vs. man

· man vs. nature

17) connotation

18) consonance

19) *denotation

20) dialect

21) *dialogue

22) epic

23) fable

24) flashback/flashforward

25) *figurative language

26) foil

27) foreshadowing

28) free verse

29) hyperbole

30) imagery

31) inversion

32) irony

a) verbal irony

b) irony of situation

c) dramatic irony

33) *legend

34) *literal language

35) lyric poem

36) metaphor

37) *monologue

38) *moral

39) myth

40) onomatopoeia

41) *oral tradition

42) oxymoron

43) paradox

44) parody

45) personification

46) plot

a) plot diagram

b) introduction

c) rising action

d) climax

e) falling action

f) conclusion

47) point of view

a) first person

b) third person limited

c) third person omniscient

48) protagonist

49) pun

50) satire

51) *sensory language

52) setting

53) simile

54) soliloquy

55) sonnet

56) *speaker

57) *stanza

58) stereotype

59) stream of consciousness

60) suspense

61) symbol/symbolism

62) theme

63) tone

64) tragedy

65) *verisimilitude

aside - a short speech delivered by an actor in a play, expressing the character's thoughts or feelings - it is often delivered with other characters onstage, but is presumed to be "inaudible" to anyone except the audience

denotation - the dictionary meaning of a word, independent of any other associations that word may have

dialogue - a conversation between two or more characters

figurative language - writing or speech not to be interpreted literally, as in the case of metaphors, similes, and personification

legend - a widely told story about the past, usually based (at least in part) on facts

literal language - writing or speech that uses words in their ordinary senses

monologue - a speech by one character delivered to another character or the audience

moral - a lesson taught in a literary work

oral tradition - the passing of songs, stories, and poems from generation to generation by word of mouth

sensory language - writing or speech that appeals to one or more senses

speaker - the imaginary voice assumed by the writer of a poem

stanza - a formal division of lines in a poem, considered a single unit (usually separated by spaces)

verisimilitude - a way of portraying a character with such realistic qualities and personal traits that it is easy to imagine him/her as a real person

