Accelerated Reader Expectations & Rules – 8th Advanced Content Language Arts

Please note: A signed A/R contract must be submitted
Purpose: to encourage reading and improve reading skills; with this in mind, students are expected to read at least one book every 4 ½ weeks and must fulfill the assessments as described below:
Book Level & A/R Points

1. A/R book should be at the 7.0 level or higher OR be on my list of recommended books (many of them on that list show as below 7th grade level, but content is as high as high school…)

2. A/R book must be a BOOK and not a short story or a collection of stories. (There are some A/R tests for short stories, so do not take those). 

3. Students will read and complete two books and A/R tests or alternatives per quarter by the deadlines shown below.  However, if the book is more than 25 points, then it can count for the entire 9 weeks; however, a brief summary including number of pages read and a plot summary will be due at the 4 ½ week deadline date.

Non – A/R Books

4. Students who are reading a non-A/R book must have it approved FIRST and then they may choose one of the alternative assignments for the assessment. These two choices can be found online on the teacherweb site (Bonstein Docs page).

5. Non-A/R alternative could be due sooner than the A/R test due date. 

A/R Testing

6. Students may only take tests on books they have read (or that someone has read to them) during this school year. 

7. A/R tests will be taken with me so that I can enter the password for you to be able to get into the program.

8. Your goal is to read two books for each 9 weeks, unless the book is worth 25 points or more. The student will assess on their two books with A/R tests or alternative assessments for a non-A/R book. 

9. An 80 or above on an A/R test will give you full credit, while your reading test grade will be proportional for scores below 80 percent. 

10. Students may not take a test on a book which has been made into a movie unless they have read the book.

11. Students may not use online or printed book notes, classic comic books, videos, or abridged versions of the book to try to pass the test. 

12. Students may not discuss A/R questions or answers with other students. 

Consequences

Students who break the rules will face the following consequences:

1. Any test or tests involved in a cheating incident will receive a score of 0. 

2. Books that are not approved may be subject to non-credit.

Deadline Dates – Quarter 1:  September 14 and October 12, Quarter 2: November 9 and December 14, Quarter 3: February 8 and March 7, Quarter 4: April 11 and May 9.
Recommended Reading

“Beyond Harry Potter” - Book Recommendations

(For middle school AC LA students)

Alas Babylon

1984

Animal Farm

Lord of the Flies

The Westing Game
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 

The Giver 

Of Mice and Men 

The Red Pony

The Pearl

The Diary of Anne Frank
Murder on the Orient Express

Death on the Nile 

The Good Earth

The Education of Little Tree

I Never Promised You a Rose Garden 

Red Badge of Courage 

Red Sky at Morning
Into Thin Air 

Oliver Twist (or any other Dickens’ books)

The Hobbit/Lord of the Rings

To Kill A Mockingbird 

Separate Peace

Anne of Green Gables/Anne of Avonlea

Little Women

Pride and Prejudice
Up a Road Slowly

Andromeda Strain
Any Jack London books

Any Robert Louis Stephenson books

Any other Agatha Christie books

*Please ask about others!*
