AR Test Alternative-for approved books that do not have AR tests

PRODUCE A SOUNDTRACK FOR YOUR BOOK


Imagine that you are producing a musical soundtrack for your book.  The goal is to bring together songs that reflect the story you just read.  You may choose songs from any musical genre (classical, rock, pop, rap, country, etc.) as long as you can explain exactly how the music relates the story.  Create a cover, then choose FOUR of the following song choices to include in your soundtrack.  

COVER. Design a soundtrack cover about the story.  Make sure to include the title and author of the book.  Your name and class period should also be visible in the right-hand corner of the cover.

1. CHARACTER SONG.  Choose a character and think about his or her personality and actions.   Then choose a song that relates to this character and explain why. 

2. SETTING SONG.  Find a song that reflects some part of your story’s setting.  Remember it is almost impossible to find a song that tells exactly the time, place, and duration of the story, but your song should somehow remind you of the book’s setting.  Then explain why they are connected.
3. CONFLICT SONG. Think about a central conflict in your story and find a song that deals with the same type of conflict.  Explain the relationship between the song and the book.
4. PLOT SONG.  A plot song should relate to the general course of events in the story.  This is possible if your story follows a typical storyline, like “people look for treasure” or “the characters try to find the criminal,” but will be more difficult for some more unusual stories.
5. MOOD SONG  Choose one chapter from your book and identify the mood.  Find a song that has a similar mood and discuss how the book and the song relate.
6. THEME SONG.   Think about a major theme of the book.  Find a song that deals with the same theme and explain the connection between the book and the song.
HOW WILL YOU BE GRADED?

Name:

Period:

(10 Points each)

1. Turned in on time

2. Appealing to eye

3.  Effort evident

4.  Follows directions

5. Cover 

6. Song 1* 

7. Song 2*

8. Song 3*

9. Song 4*

10. Overall effect

* Each song will be graded on how well you justify your song choice.  THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF YOUR PROJECT IS HOW WELL YOU EXPLAIN THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN YOUR BOOK AND THE SONGS!  THAT MEANS DISCUSSING BOTH.

**Websites are really helpful for finding lyrics.  Just be careful!  Also, your parents can be a great resource for this project!  

**A sample of this option will be posted to the teacherweb site!  Check it out if you have questions!

SAMPLE SOUNDTRACK for “Flowers for Algernon”
1.) Main Character: Charlie 

.Song Title: Dumb
Artist: Nirvana
Lyric and/or description of music:

I'm not like them
But I can pretend
The sun is gone
But I have a light
The day is done
And I'm having fun
I think I'm dumb
(chorus:)
Or maybe just happy
Think I'm just happy 
How are the music and the character related?


The Nirvana song “Dumb” can help describe Charlie’s personality before the experiment.   At the beginning of “Flowers for Algernon,” Charlie often pretends that he understands what is happening and what other people are saying.  Just like in the Nirvana song “Dumb,” he believes he is not extremely intelligent, but he also thinks he has a good life.

2.) Setting: In a laboratory

Song Title:  Theme song from “Dexter’s Laboratory”

Artist: ?

Lyric and/or description of music:

Enter at your own peril, past the bolted door
where impossible things may happen that the world has never seen before
In Dexter's Laboratory, lives the smartest boy you've ever seen
but Dee Dee blows his experiments to smithereens
There is gloom, and doom while things go boom
in Dexter's Lab!" -
How are this song and the setting related?


In  “Flowers for Algernon,” Charlie frequently visits a medical laboratory to complete testing for the experiment.  Later in the story, he also begins working in his own laboratory.  The theme song from the cartoon “Dexter’s Laboratory” also mentions a lab where experiments are conducted.

3.) Conflict: Dr. Strauss vs. Dr. Nemur 

Song Title:  All Falls Down

Artist: Kanye West

Lyric and/or description of music:

Man I promise, I'm so self conscious
That's why you always see me with at least one of my watches
Rollies and Pasha's done drove me crazy
I can't even pronounce nothing, pass that versace!
Then I spent 400 bucks on this
Just to be like boy you ain't up on this!
And I can't even go to the grocery store
Without some ones thats clean and a shirt with a team
It seems we living the american dream
But the people highest up got the lowest self esteem
How are this song and the conflict related?  This song is about how people worry too much about impressing other people.  In “Flowers for Algernon,” Dr. Strauss feels it is very important to receive complete credit for his experiment on Charlie.  He and Dr. Nemur fight over who should receive the recognition and rewards for the experiment when they really should be concerned with Charlie’s condition.

4. Plot: Charlie is chosen for an experiment to increase his intelligence.  He returns to his normal life only to find that his coworkers regularly bully him.  He quits his job and starts fresh, but eventually the experiment fails and he returns to his old level of intelligence.

Song Title:  Underdog
Artist: Yellowcard

Lyric and/or description of music:

Left out
The one they picked last
For the big ball game
Beat up after class
No doubt
Showed up one day
You were not the same
You won't be the last one anymore

How are this song and the plot related?


“Underdog” is about a person who is bullied and isolated.  In the song, the person who is bullied returns to school completely changed and refuses to be “the last one anymore.” In “Flowers for Algernon,” Charlie is abused and neglected because of his lesser intelligence.  After he becomes intelligent, he returns to work and expects that his friends will like him more.  However, his former “friends” are intimidated by him and ask for him to be fired.

5. Theme: Trying to alter your natural state has consequences 

Song Title: Another Brick in the Wall

Artist: Pink Floyd

Lyric and/or description of music:

We don't need no education.
We don't need no thought control.
No dark sarcasm in the classroom.
Teachers, leave those kids alone.
Hey, Teacher, leave those kids alone!
All in all you're just another brick in the wall.
All in all you're just another brick in the wall.
How are this song and the theme related?  In “Another Brick in the Wall,” the singer talks about how education tries to make all children act and feel the same way instead of letting them develop naturally.  In “Flowers for Algernon,” the doctors try to make Charlie intelligent by using technology.  They don’t accept his naturally low intelligence and try to change the way he thinks. Both the song and the story question whether it is beneficial to change a human being’s natural state.

