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EVALUATING INTERNET RESEARCH SOURCES

Web Source Being Evaluated: __________________________________________________________

(Title and web address, or url)

Anyone can publish just about anything on the Internet.  It becomes very important to completely evaluate any source used in your research.  How can you evaluate Internet sources?  The following questions can serve as a guide:

AUTHORITY:

Is there an author?  _______   If so, is the author qualified?  _______  An expert? _________

Is there contact information for the author (E-mail, etc.)?_________________

Who is the page’s sponsor? _________________________  Is the URL (web address) a .com, .org, .edu, .gov, .net? ________________  
Is there a “~” in the address (could mean it’s a personal page)?  ________

Does the sponsor of the page or site have a good reputation? ______________

Is there a link to information about the author or sponsor?_________  Are the other links to sites that would have objective, accurate information?  __________

Using www.register.com (the “who is” feature on the site), find out which company “owns” the URL: ____________________________
COVERAGE:

What topics are covered?  ________________________________________________________________

What does this page offer that may not be found other places? _______________________

Is the information in-depth? _______________

CURRENCY:
Is the page dated? __________ If so, when was it last updated?  ________________________

Do all the links work? ____________  How current are the links? _____________

OBJECTIVITY:

Does the information show little bias (or opinions)? _______________

Is the page or site meant to change your opinions? ____________

Is there any advertising on the page? _______________

ACCURACY:

Is the information error-free and reliable (Do you think it could be verified in other sources, such as an encyclopedia?)  ______________

Does the webpage indicate an editor or someone who verifies or checks the information? _________
What would you hypothesize is the reason for this website? _________________________________

Is this a source that you would use in research?  Why or why not?
  _________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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