Advanced Placement Essay “Question 3”

Some say that the element in literature that really makes a good story is the conflict. This conflict must be a struggle between opposing forces. Most critics see conflict in four different and distinct ways: 

· Man versus man

· Man versus nature

· Man versus society

· Man versus self

Many times characters react to the various conflicts in their lives in very different ways. Drawing on either a novel or play from the list below or another work of your choosing, write an essay describing how a character (it doesn’t have to be the main character)  experiences a conflict in at least two of the four areas, and show which is the more consequential of the conflicts you have chosen. 

A Passage to India

All My Sons

Death of a Salesman

God’s Favorite

Great Expectations

Hamlet

Inherit the Wind

Invisible Man

Jane Eyre

Lord of the Flies

Macbeth

Medea

Murder in the Cathedral

Native Son

Oedipus Rex

Othello

Pygmalion

Return of the Native

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead

Saint Joan

The Crucible

The Grapes of Wrath

The Importance of Being Earnest

The Jungle

The Kite Runner

The Merchant of Venice

The Red Badge of Courage

Their Eyes Were Watching God

Things Fall Apart

To Kill a Mockingbird

