Toulmin's Analysis of Argumentation

3 Basic Parts of Literary Analysis

Claim: the thesis or topic sentence (sentence with a subject and commentary or opinion)

Data: the concrete detail or evidence (the direct quotations, specifics, examples, descriptions, support, or paraphrases from the text) that supports the claim

Warrant/Commentary: the explanation of why the data justify the claim. The warrant is the authorization for the "leap" from the data to the claim. The warrant or commentary echoes the focus in the thesis and topic sentence in the essay. Warrants are opinions or comments --not concrete details. 

Example paragraph


Wordsworth begins his poem by portraying himself to be a brave and stealthy man with a mission. (For example) Words like "straight," "act of stealth,' "pushed," and "one track" all describe his feelings. (This shows that) The speaker is a man who understands his purpose and how to reach it. 
