Advanced Placement Literature and Composition
First Quarter Independent Reading Assignments
Mrs. Rhonda Thornton
Dear Advanced Placement Student:


Advanced Placement courses offer you the opportunity to work at an accelerated pace with peers who have similar interests and academic goals. Independent reading will introduce you to important literary works that you may not have time to read during class. In addition, you will find that the independent reading program is an excellent way to increase your comprehension and writing skills. With this in mind, and with the knowledge that this course should use materials intended for college freshmen, the English Department has chosen one novel and one play that will form the basis for your first quarter independent reading assignments. These two works have appeared multiple times as selections on previous Advanced Placement Literature exams. 


The novel is:




The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

The play is:



Macbeth by William Shakespeare

           You will be evaluated through an objective test on your completion of this reading assignment near the end of the first quarter of school.  All senior AP students MUST complete independent reading assignments. Your failure to complete this assignment will count heavily against your grade. 

As you read the two works, you will also be completing a journal assignment. This journal is one of the few major assignments that does not need to be typed because of the nature of the assignment and because I want you to be able to work on this wherever you go (plane, car, the mall, etc.). Please write legibly though. You may type your journal assignment if you prefer. The journal is due during the 6th week of school. Once we have returned in the fall, I will give you the exact date,   Because this is a journal assignment, less emphasis is placed on whether your responses are “right” or “wrong,” and more emphasis is placed on how much you authentically engage with the text. 

Directions: 

Complete an entry after key scenes, acts, or chapters that you find especially memorable or significant. Make sure your entries represent the entire work. For example, do not base your entire journal on Act I of Macbeth. Make sure a reader can understand that you have read the entire work. You will have 5 entries per work. Each entry should be comprised of four (4) of the following options and should be labeled according to title, act, scene, line numbers for the play or title, chapter, and page numbers for the novel. 
For example, if I have read chapter 1 of The Kite Runner and want to create an entry, I will choose 4 of the following options to complete that entry. Then I’ll follow this procedure 4 more times for this work, making sure that the entries come from throughout the work. **This means that you will have 20 pages of writing per work.

1. Comment on the author’s style, referring to particular words, phrases, and/or passages. What do you notice about the author’s writing that sets him or her apart?

2. Pick a passage that contains striking imagery and explain the effect that the imagery has on the passage as a whole.   
3. Comment on a character. What traits does he/she have that are getting in the way or contributing to his/her success? Does this character remind you of someone you know? Yourself, perhaps?
4. Comment on your reaction to the story itself. How do you respond to the action? If you are not enjoying it, why not? If you are, why?
5. Write about how you fit into the story. Can you relate to some of the struggles? Do you see yourself in the story or how people are reacting? How is your journey similar? *If you can’t relate personally to anything in this work, don’t use this option.)
6. Write and answer four interpretive (between the lines) questions.
7. Select a quote that either seems important or just strikes you as interesting. Explain your selection.
8. Describe the tone (attitude the speaker or sometimes the author has towards his subject) of the section by listing 10-12 words from the section and then discussing their overall effect on the mood. 
9. Use a creative writing approach. Write a poem, short story, or any other form of literary creativity. Poems should be at least sonnet length (14 lines).
10. Talk to a character. Ask the character a question, scold him/her, give advice, yell, beg him/her to change…whatever. Pretend the character is someone who will listen to you. 
Each of the options should be approximately one page in length, although longer entries are encouraged. A page consists of approximately 200 words, except for option 9 if you are writing a poem. You will need to vary your selections for each entry, although you will of course use some of the options more than once. Remember that effort will be recognized, but I will be primarily looking for in-depth, mature analysis that proves a fundamental understanding and insight of each text. Take your time. Start early – try to avoid making this a last minute assignment. 

This assignment is due during the 6th week of school. Late work will be penalized 10 points per day.

Please e-mail me ( Rhonda.thornton@ccboe.net ) if you have any questions. 
Independent Reading/Journal Grading Rubric:

90-100 journals are complete (10 entries of 4 options each) and demonstrate originality and imagination. Writers of these journals support their assertions by analyzing the use of specific literary techniques that prove fundamental to their understanding of the text. They make appropriate references to the text to illustrate their arguments. They are clearly focused and made up of coherent arguments of exceptional clarity. These papers leave the reader convinced of the soundness of the discussion, impressed with the quality of the writing style, and stimulated by the intelligence and insight of the writer.  

80-89 journals are complete (10 entries of 4 options each) and demonstrate solid and logical discussion, but they lack the originality or insight of the “90-100” assignments. The analysis is less persuasive and perhaps less sophisticated than upper level journals; writers may demonstrate less insight or control, and they may develop fewer techniques or limit their discussion of details. Nonetheless, they confirm the writer’s ability to read literary texts with comprehension and to write with organization and control.

70-79 journals are complete (10 entries of 4 options each) and demonstrate a thorough but not totally convincing discussion of the work, marked by the sense that the writer has not completely understood the text. The analysis is less developed, less precise, and less convincing than that of upper half journals. In addition, there are some writing errors that may distract the reader from the argument and writer’s point.

60-69 journals are incomplete (fewer than 10 entries of 4 options each) and the supporting detail is weak, inaccurate, or undeveloped. Writers of these papers may misread the text, rely on summary guides for information, or provide only limited attention to technique. Typically, this writing is characterized by weak diction, syntax, grammar, or organization. 

50-59 journals are incomplete (fewer than 10 entries of 4 options each) and fail to respond adequately to the options. They may demonstrate confused thinking and/or consistent weakness in grammar or another basic element of composition. They are often unacceptably brief. Although the writer may have made some attempt to address the options, the views presented have little clarity or coherence; significant problems with reading comprehension seem evident. Journals that are especially inexact, vacuous, and/or mechanically unsound will be scored 50 or below.

Below 50 journals are incomplete (fewer than 10 entries of 4 options each) and rarely touch on the topic; they may focus on a topic that has nothing to do with journal assignment or texts at all. Often, options are unacceptably brief and offer little to no analysis. The writers may demonstrate a major lack of textual understanding. 
