Independent Short Story Analysis Assignment 

Directions
1. Read one of the following short stories: “A Municipal Report,” by O. Henry; “A Jury of her Peers,” by Susan Glaspell; “Roman Fever,” by Edith Wharton; or “A New Leaf,” by F. Scott Fitzgerald.

2. Complete a literary analysis essay of the story focusing on the literary techniques used in the development of the story’s theme. 

3. Focus on elements of the story and how the author uses these elements in the creation of meaning. In other words, your job is to show how the author develops the theme by focusing on his/her use of literary elements. 

4. Because you will focus on specific elements of a story, a literary analysis requires a strong thesis or focus statement. You can arrive at this statement by asking yourself a question. For example, if you were reading Hawthorne, the question could be: How does Hawthorne use symbolism and imagery to create meaning in “Young Goodman Brown”? You could then write a thesis statement focusing on the symbols and imagery that Hawthorne uses to develop the central theme of the story based on your interpretation.  
5. The body paragraphs should explain how specific literary techniques and elements develop the theme as the story progresses. Each body paragraph should support your thesis statement. (Remember, Claim-Data-Warrant) Furthermore, you should cite specific examples (quote or paraphrase) from the story to support your interpretations. Parenthetical citations are not needed; I will assume all your quotes will come from your short story. Integrate quotes into your own sentences to help the flow of your writing.

6. You should not simply restate your thesis in the conclusion, but tie the paper together and explain its significance and the significance of the story. Answer the question, “So what?”

7. If you find yourself frequently using “time” words such as “before” “after” “then” or “when,” you might be drifting into plot summary. Be careful. Summarize only when a short summary is needed to illustrate a point you are making in the analysis. 

8. Remember to use present tense when discussing literature.

9. Use a formal academic writing style, third person, and active (not passive!) language. 

10. This analysis is due 11/20 at the beginning of class. I will give you Monday, 11/17 to work on the analysis in class, but the majority of the essay must be completed out of class.
 P.S. Please type your essay. (
http://itech.fgcu.edu/faculty/wohlpart/alra/Hawthorne.htm
