SAT Essay Rubric

	A
	Neat /Heading/ Front of paper       5 points
	Mostly neat/1-3 errors

3 points
	Somewhat neat/4+ errors – 

2 points
	Spacing format not followed  - 0 points

	B
	Concrete facts and details strongly support clearly worded thesis statement. Essay contains no unrelated information, and transitions allow writing to flow logically from one idea to another. This superior essay consistently demonstrates maturity and control of style, analysis, and understanding of topic and audience. 4+ paragraphs.

41-50 points
	Facts and details support thesis statement, but may not be fully developed, clear, or logical. All information is generally related to topic. Transitions are attempted. This essay demonstrates general control in style, analysis, and understanding of topic and audience.   

3+ paragraphs.  

31-40 points
	Supporting details are general and/or vague and do not support thesis statement. Some information may be inaccurate and/or unrelated to topic. Transitions between paragraphs are unsuccessful or not attempted. This essay sometimes demonstrates control of style, analysis, and understanding of topic and audience. 2-3 paragraphs. 

21-30 points 
	No thesis statement. Few details or examples are given, or those given do not support thesis 

No introduction or conclusion. Writing does not address topic or audience. 

One or no defined paragraphs.

20 points or below.

	C
	Well-crafted introduction uses vivid details, unusual quotes, personal stories, or other techniques to create reader interest.  

15 points.
	Introduction uses vivid details, unusual quotes, personal stories, or other techniques to create reader interest.  

10-14 points
	Writer attempts to use vivid details, unusual quotes, personal stories, or other techniques in the introduction to create reader interest.  

1-9 points
	Writer does not attempt to use vivid details, unusual quotes, personal stories, or other techniques in the introduction to create reader interest.  0 points

	D
	No errors in 

grammar/spelling/mechanics.  

20 points
	1-10 errors in 

grammar/spelling/ mechanics.

10-19 points
	11-19 errors in grammar/spelling/mechanics.

1-9 points
	20+ errors in grammar/spelling/ mechanics.   0 points

	E
	Brainstorming page complete; evidence of work on introduction. 

10 points
	Brainstorming page partially complete; evidence of work on thesis. 

5 points
	Brainstorming page partially complete; no evidence of work on thesis. 

3 points
	No brainstorming page or evidence of work on thesis. 

0 points


Student Name ___________________________________________________________

Score __________________________________ 

 Essay Reminders:

· Please write only on the front of the paper. 

· Please don’t forget the heading, which is also double-spaced (Your name, British Literature, the essay title – make one up, and the date).

· Do not start sentences with And, But, Or, So, or Well. Please avoid slang in this essay.

· Please proofread carefully! 

· Briefly outline or use a web diagram to brainstorm your essay. Then, write your thesis statement. You may use the bottom of this sheet to brainstorm.
· Avoid passive verbs by limiting the use of forms of “be.” These include am, is, are, was, and were.

Brainstorming: 

Thesis Sentence:

