Making Comparisons in Spanish

Use the following pattern to make comparisons in Spanish that will 

translate as “something is more/less _____ than ______”. These

are comparisons of inequality because one subject has/is

more/less than the other.



más/menos + noun/adjective/adverb + que

Noun = 
Hay más estudiantes en mi clase que hay en tu clase.

             
There are more students in my class than there are in your

                  class.  

Adjective = Mi hermana es más alta que yo. 

                   My sister is taller (more tall) than I (am).

Adverb = 
Mi carro va menos rápido que tu carro. 

                
My car goes less fast than your car.
Use the following pattern to make comparisons of equality with adjectives and adverbs, comparison of a characteristic, that will translate as “as _____ as”. This is a comparison of equality because one subject is the same as the other.

tan + adjective/adverb + como

Adjective =
Este vestido es tan largo como el otro. 




This dress is as long as the other (one).

Adverb = 

Este carro va tan rápido como el otro.




This car goes as fast as the other (one).

Use the following pattern to comparisons of equality in Spanish that will translate as “as much/many ______ as”. This is a comparison of equality where one subject has as much/as many of something as another. You will use nouns in this expression.

tanto, a + noun + como
(as much because noun is singular)

tantos, as + noun + como
(as many because noun is plural)

Singular Noun = Ella tiene tanto dinero como su hermana.




  She has as much money as her sister. 


Plural Noun = 
Hay tantos chicos como chicas en la clase. 




There are as many boys as girls in the class.

Use the following to make comparisons without nouns, adjectives or adverbs that will translate as “as much as”, “more than” or “less than”.

verb + tanto como

Pablo cocina tanto como José.    

Paul cooks as much as Joseph. 

verb + más que 

Pablo cocina más que José.    

Paul cooks more than Joseph.

verb + menos que

Pablo cocina menos que José.   

Paul cooks less than Joseph. 

Superlative statements are used when there is no comparison, when you are pointing out a specific thing or person that is the most or least of what you describe. To show the superlative use the following pattern with más or menos to translate as “the most” or “the least”. 

definite article (other descriptor) + noun + más/menos + adjective

Definite Article = 
El ajo es el ingrediente más importante de este plato. 





The garlic is the most important ingredient in this dish. 

Other Descriptor = 
Escribir es su actividad menos favorita. 





Writing is his least favorite activity.

