Imperativos - Commands


In Spanish we have affirmative and negative command forms for tú, vosotros, usted, ustedes and nosotros. 

Informal

You would address informal commands to people you call by their first name, people with whom you are very familiar. 

There are two forms for the informal commands, the affirmative and the negative.

To form the affirmative tú command, use the 3rd person singular form of the verb (the él, ella form). 




ejemplos:   Eat.

Come.





       Dance.   

Baila.





       Write.     

Escribe.

To form the negative tú command, put no first and then use the tú form of the verb with the opposite vowel. So verbs ending in -as will change to -es and verbs ending in -es will change to -as. 




ejemplos:   Don’t eat.
         
No comas.





      Don’t dance.
No bailes.





      Don’t write.        
No escribas.

Formal and Plural 

You would address the formal usted command to a person with whom you are not familiar, those who have a title, or to show respect for elders. The ustedes commands would be used to address any group of people. 

To form the usted command, use the 3rd person singular form of the verb with the opposite vowel. So verbs ending in –a will change to –e and verbs ending in –e will change to –a. Make it negative by placing no in front of it. The verb form will not change from affirmative to negative like the tú commands do.




ejemplos:   Sing.
Cante.

Don’t sing. 
No cante.





       Read.
Lea.

Don’t read.
No lea.





       Write.
Escriba.
Don’t write. 
No escriba.

To form the ustedes (plural) command, use the 3rd person plural form of the verb with the opposite vowel. So verbs ending in –an will change to –en and verbs ending in –en will change to –an. Make it negative by placing no in front of it. The verb form will not change from affirmative to negative like the tú commands do. 




ejemplos:
Sing.
Canten.
Don’t sing. 
No canten.






Read.
Lean.

Don’t read. 
No lean.






Write.
Escriban.
Don’t write.
No escriban.

When using the object pronouns (reflexive, indirect or direct) with command verbs, you attach the pronouns to the end of the affirmative commands and accent the normal stress of the verb. This will happen with all reflexive verbs since they carry a pronoun all the time. 




ejemplos: 
Sit down.  

Siéntate.







Pass it.

Páselo.






Eat them.

Cómanlas.

Object pronouns will be placed after no and in the front of negative commands. 




ejemplos:
Don’t sit down.
No te sientes.

 




Don’t pass it.

No lo pase.






Don’t eat them.
No las coman.

There are several irregular commands in all forms. It is safe to assume that if a verb has an irregular yo form in the present tense, it will likely have an irregular command forms. There are certain groups of verbs that always have irregular command forms as well. 

Nosotros Commands

To form the nosotros commands, use the nosotros form of the verb with the opposite vowel. The translation of this command will be equivalent to "Let's..." do something. To make the command negative - Let's not or Let's don't... - put no in front of the command. Object pronouns are added to the end of the affirmative commands, and placed in front of the negative commands. Accent the ámos and émos with pronouns added.


ejemplos: 
Let's (don't) eat. 
Comamos.

No comamos.




Let's (don't) dance. 
Bailemos.

No bailemos.




Let's (don't) walk.
Caminemos.

No caminemos.




Let's buy it. 

Comprémoslo. 
No lo compremos.

For reflexive verbs there will be a spelling change when nos is added to the end of the affirmative command. Remove the final s of the command and then add nos. 




ejemplo:   Let's leave.  Vámonos.   

Let's sit down.  Sentémonos.




     Let's don't.  No nos vamos.   
Let's don't.  No nos sentemos.

Though normally we would not change the stem of a nosotros verb, in the commands we

will. This only happens with IR stem-changing verbs, and there will only be one vowel change (e-i, o-u). This is just like what we do with these verbs in the preterite third person.



        ejemplo: 
      Let's ask for help. 

Pidamos ayuda.





      Let's don't.


No pidamos ayuda.





      Let's sleep. 

Durmamos.





      Let's don't.


No durmamos.
