Stem-Changing Verbs
   The stem of any verb is the remainder of the verb after removing the AR, ER, or IR from the end of the infinitive. For example, the stem of the infinitive empezar is empez. Many verbs in Spanish will have a spelling change occur in the stem when the verb is conjugated. You have to memorize which verbs have these changes. 

   The three spelling changes that occur in the present tense are e-ie, o-ue, and e-i. When the verb is a stem-changing verb, it means that in the stem there will be either an e that will change to either ie or i or an o that will change to ue when the verb is conjugated in the present tense. Normally the spelling changes occur in all forms of the verb except the nosotros and vosotros forms. If there are two e vowels in the stem, the second one will change, i.e. empez.
Ejemplos: 
e-ie


o-ue


e-i


cerrar


dormir


pedir



cierro


duermo

pido



cierras


duermes

pides



cierra


duerme

pide



cerramos

dormimos

pedimos



cerráis


dormís


pedís



cierran


duermen

piden

Two common exceptions to the normal conjugation pattern of stem-changing verbs are:



tener


venir


tengo


vengo



tienes


vienes



tiene


viene



tenemos

venimos



tenéis


venís



tienen


vienen

In the present tense any infinitive, AR, ER, and IR, can have a stem-change occur. The IR stem-changing verbs will show additional spelling changes in the present participles (gerundios) used in the progressive tenses, in the preterite third person verb forms, in the nosotros commands, and in the nosotros and vosotros forms of the present subjunctive. When these spelling changes occur there will not be a two vowel spelling change, only e-i or o-u.

Ejemplos:
present tense

preterite
pres. participle (gerundio)
nosotros 
present












command    subjunctive



dormir


duermo

dormí

(estar) durmiendo

durmamos
duerma 


duermes

dormiste






duermas


duerme

durmió







duerma



dormimos

dormimos






durmamos



dormís


dormisteis






durmáis


duermen

durmieron






duerman
