Noun/Adjective Agreement in Spanish
We will learn to use four types of adjectives in Spanish. The same types of adjectives exist in 

English and most of them are used the same way in Spanish as in English. The main difference between the use of English adjectives and the use of Spanish adjectives is that in Spanish we must match the adjective to the noun in gender and number. Since English nouns do not have a gender designation, and since we do not change our adjectives to reflect the singular or plural nature of the noun in English, this main difference between the two languages can be challenging. It is not a natural process for us as English speakers. 

Remember what we mean by gender and number:

Gender is whether the noun is feminine or masculine.   Feminine = la falda   Masculine = el vestido

Number is whether the noun is singular or plural. 
Singular = la falda
Plural = las faldas









     el vestido
             los vestidos

Anything that describes a noun in Spanish, any adjective, will agree with the noun in gender and number or at least in number. That is to say that some adjectives do not show gender, but they can still be made singular or plural.  When an adjective ends with the vowel o, you should expect to be able to use the same word ending with an a when describing feminine nouns. If the adjective ends with anything else, you should expect to add an s or es to make it plural, but not to be able to make it feminine. 

Ejemplos:
noun: la falda (skirt)


the red skirt = la falda roja

            adjective: rojo (red)  


the red skirts = las faldas rojas
***It is always important to memorize what the definite article of a noun is so that you will know whether it is masculine or feminine. It is easier to tell with nouns that end in o or a, but many nouns do not end with those vowels.  

Ejemplo:
lápiz = pencil
This noun ends with a consonant, so it will be important to memorize that 

                                                it is el lápiz to be able to describe this noun with matching adjectives.





Ejemplo:
el lápiz rojo = the red pencil 

Types of Adjectives, where they are placed, and how they match the noun:
Definite and Indefinite Articles:
Each noun has a definite article to show its gender. The definite articles are el, la, los, and las. When used in speaking or writing all definite articles mean the. 

The indefinite articles are un and una. These two words can mean either a or an. The plural forms, unos and unas will mean some.
Exactly like English these modifiers are placed in front of the noun they describe:

Ejemplo: 
the book = el libro
a book = un libro

But they have to match the noun in gender and number, which is different from English:



Ejemplo:
the book = el libro

the chair = la silla





the books = los libros

the chairs = las sillas





a book = un libro

a chair = una silla





some books = unos libros
some chairs = unas sillas

Possessive Adjectives:
In English the possessive adjectives are my, your, his, her, its, our, their. In Spanish the possessive adjectives are:

mi, mis = my



tu, tus
= your (informal)



su, sus = his, her, its, their, your (formal)



nuestro, a, os, as = our

Possessive adjectives will be placed in front of the Spanish noun exactly  as in English, but they must match the noun. Only the adjective nuestro will be able to change gender, but all of them will change number. 

Ejemplo: 
mi amigo
mi amiga = my friend masc/fem



mis amigos
mis amigas = my friends



but



nuestro amigo 
nuestra amiga = our friend masc/fem



nuestros amigos
nuestras amigas = our friends masc/fem

Demonstrative Adjectives:
In English the demonstrative adjectives are: this, that, these, and those. In Spanish the demonstrative adjectives are:




este, esta = this m/f 


estos, estas = these m/f




ese, esa = that m/f (nearer)

esos, esas = those m/f (nearer)




aquel, aquella = that m/f (further)
aquellos, aquellas = those m/f (further)
Demonstrative adjectives will be placed in front of the Spanish noun exactly as in English, but they will match the noun in both gender and number at all times.  

Ejemplos:
este escritorio = this desk



esta silla = this chair



estos escritorios = these desks


estas sillas = these chairs 



ese escritorio = that desk (there)


esa silla = that chair (there)



esos escritorios = those desks (there)

esas sillas = those chairs (there)



aquel escritorio = that desk (over there)

aquella silla = that chair (over there)

                        aquellos escritorios = those desks (over there)  aquellas sillas = those chairs(over there)

Quantitative Adjectives:

In Spanish and in English the quantitative adjectives are words like numbers, many, few, various, several, etc. These adjectives will be placed in front of the noun exactly as in English, but some of them will match the noun in gender and number. 

The only cardinal numbers that match the noun are the number one (1) which changes to un or una, and the plural hundreds doscientos/doscientas, etc. Adjectives like mucho, varios, poco will match the noun in gender and in number. 

Ejemplos: 
un escritorio = one desk


una silla = one chair



setecientos carros = 700 cars


setecientas casas = 700 houses



many desks = muchos escritorios

many chairs = muchas sillas



few desks = pocos escritorios


few chairs = pocas sillas



several desks = varios escritorios

several chairs = varias sillas

Descriptive/Qualitative Adjectives:
Adjectives that describe the characteristics of something like colors, sizes, personality traits, etc, will be placed after the noun which is different from English. These adjectives will match the noun in gender and number or at least in number at all times. 

These are the only adjectives in Spanish that do not follow what would be normal word order for English speakers. 

Ejemplos:
la chica tímida = the shy girl



el perro negro = the black dog



los padres inteligentes = the smart parents



las revistas interesantes = the interesting magazines

***In order to use this class of adjectives well, you have to know the gender of each noun that you learn. You can memorize the list of possessive, demonstrative, and quantitative adjectives, but there are endless possibilities in this category. Knowing the gender of the noun will always help you decide how to modify it. 
