Notes on Special Verbs Like Gustar
1. There is a group of verbs in Spanish that do not behave like normal     conjugated verbs.
2. Normally a conjugated verb matches the subject of the sentence. These verbs do not conjugate to match the subject of the sentence. They match what they refer to. This means that subject pronouns like yo, tú, él etc. will not precede these verbs.
3. The special verbs like gustar are preceded by indirect object pronouns. We have used these pronouns before in introductions. These represent the person or persons who like something.
4. The indirect object pronouns are:

me = me

te = you (inf.)

le = him, her, it, you (formal), any one person or thing.

nos = us

os = y’all (inf)

les = them, y’all (f) any group of people

5. When using these special verbs, you will only use the 3rd person singular or 3rd person plural forms of the verb when conjugated.

gusta, gustan 

Which form of the verb you use will depend on how many things are liked or loved.

ejemplo:

I like Shakira. = Me gusta Shakira. 

I like Shakira and Juanes. =  Me gustan Shakira y Juanes.
If what follows any of these verbs is an infinitive or several infinitives, then you leave the verb singular. 
ejemplos:

I like to dance. = Me gusta bailar.

I like to dance and sing. = Me gusta bailar y cantar.

6. When using le or les it is often unclear to whom these pronouns are referring. They have several different meanings, and they can represent any one person or thing, or groups of people as well.  It will be necessary to clarify the pronouns le or les in order to show whom those pronouns represent.   
To clarify le or les, write a + the person(s) in the front of the sentence when using the special verbs like gustar. With any other verbs the clarification will be found at the end of the sentence or following the verb. 
ejemplos: 
Robert likes to play soccer.   A Roberto le gusta jugar al fútbol.

They like to eat chicken.       A ellos les gusta comer pollo.

Mary and John like to go to the movies and (to) eat popcorn. 


A María y Juan les gusta ir al cine y comer palomitas. 



The boys like to play videogames.

     

A los muchachos les gusta jugar a los videojuegos.
ejemplos with normal verbs:


I give the book to her. 

Yo le doy el libro a ella.



You write the letter to Charles. 
Tú le escribes a Carlos la carta. 
                      We take the car to our grandparents.



Nosotros les llevamos a nuestros abuelos el carro.
                                               OR

                      Nosotros les llevamos el carro a nuestros abuelos. 

Other verbs commonly used like gustar:
fascinar – to be fascinating to



A él le fascina mucho mirar documentales.
interesar – to be interesting to, interested in

A mi amiga le interesan los animals.

molestar – to be annoying to, to be bothered by 
No me molesta cuando está lloviendo.

importar – to be important to, to mind


No te importan las buenas notas.

encantar – to be very pleasing to



A mi padre le encanta el fútbol.
doler (o-ue) – to be painful to, to be hurting

Al hombre le duele el estómago.

faltar – to be lacking, to be missing (something)

Me falta el otro zapato rojo.
parecer – to seem, to appear to



Te parece muy simple.

bastar – to be enough for, to be sufficient for

A mi papa le basta un día de descanso, a








él le gusta mucho ser activo.
