Notes on Using Spanish Verbs
Infinitives – the unconjugated verb

Conjugations – the form of the verb that matches the subject of the sentence. 

In English the infinitive verb is “to + a verb”, i.e. to run, to walk, to dance. The present tense conjugation of an English infinitive will include two forms normally, i.e. run, runs -

walk, walks - dance, dances. The only verb that has more forms in English is the verb to be which conjugates as am, is and are. 

In Spanish the infinitive verb ends in –AR, -ER and –Ir, i.e. hablar, comer, vivir. Each verb will conjugate in six different forms. These forms will be used to match any given subject depending on the categories outlined below with the subject pronouns:

Subject Pronouns:

Yo



I

Tú



You (informal)
Él, Ella, Usted


He, She, (It), You (formal)
Use this verb for any one 






                        thing or one person.






Nosotros


We



Use this verb for a group of









people that includes yo.

Vosotros


Y’all (Informal)


We don’t use this verb here.
Ellos, Ellas, Ustedes 

They (m,f,), Y’all (formal)
Use this verb for 2 or more








people or things.

When creating the conjugated forms of Spanish verbs, you first remove the AR, ER or IR from the infinitive, which leaves the stem of the verb. 

hablar = habl

comer = com

vivir = viv

Then you add an appropriate ending for each category outlined with the subject pronouns. The endings follow a pattern that depends on what type of infinitive you have. 

Here are the conjugation patterns lined up with the category they represent. 

Subject Pronouns/Category

AR


ER


IR

	Yo
	                      o
	                   o
	                o

	Tú
	                      as
	                   es
	                es

	Él, ella, usted
	                     a
	                   e
	                e

	Nosotros
	                    amos
	                   emos
	                imos

	Vosotros
	                    áis
	                   éis
	                ís

	Ellos, ellas, ustedes
	                    an
	                   en
	                en


Once you have the stem of the verb, you simply add the appropriate pattern to it and you will find the conjugations of that verb. 
Hablar


Comer


Vivir
hablo


como


vivo
hablas


comes


vives
habla


come


vive
hablamos

comemos

vivimos
habláis


coméis


vivís
hablan


comen


viven

You can apply the correct form of the verb in each sentence by determining what the subject of the sentence is. 

