Notes on the Present Subjunctive

The subjunctive mood (4 subjunctive tenses) is used to express statements related to these seven areas:

1.
desire

2.
ignorance

3.
impersonal opinion

4.
uncompleted action

5.
vague or indefinite antecedent

6.
maybe/perhaps

7.
“even if”

At the root of every subjunctive statement, there is always some aspect that is unknown or not controllable. This differs from the indicative mood (all the tenses we have been covering until now) as everything indicative indicates or reports.

Ej:
  I know that you speak Spanish.  (indicative)

    
  I hope that you speak Spanish.   (subjunctive)

In sentences where there is a subjunctive clause, often there is an indicative clause which reports desire, ignorance, or an impersonal opinion. 

Desire sentences:


I hope that you are happy.






I suggest that you buy the red car.






We demand that he pay in cash.






He prays that you get well. 






You insist that we wash the dishes.

Ignorance:



I doubt that he lives here.






I don’t think that she knows my name.






She doesn’t believe that it is true.

Impersonal:



It’s great that you can dance well.






It’s better that we sit here.






It’s terrible that we have to wait.






It’s advisable that you sign your name in ink.

Uncompleted 

Action:




We’ll eat after we wash our hands.






I’ll feel better when I sit down.






He won’t work here unless he gets a raise.

Vague or 

Indefinite 

Antecedent:



I need an assistant who is punctual.






He wants a wife who cooks as well as his mother.






We want a car that has a television.






Isn’t there anyone who can read it?

Maybe/Perhaps:


Maybe he has the money.






Perhaps she’ll call us tonight.

“Even if”:



Even if he knows, he won’t tell us.






Even if she is Miss America, we won’t hire her.

Formation of Present Subjunctive:

Use the usted command form of the verb as a basis, and conjugate the verb from that. All irregulars from the commands will be irregulars in the subjunctive. 

Tener:

Usted command is Tenga.

Tenga

Tengas

Tenga

Tengamos

Tengáis

Tengan

All stem changes will apply as in present indicative. 

The nosotros verbs will also have a stem change, which does not happen in the indicative. This only occurs with -ir stem changing verbs, and the change is either o-u or e-i (just one vowel). 

Dormir: duerma, duermas, duerma, durmamos, duermáis, duerman

Also, accented verbs will retain their accents in the subjunctive.

Dar: dé, des, dé, demos, deis, den

Using the subjunctive:

Generally there are two parts of the sentence containing a subjunctive clause: 1) the main clause and 2) the subordinate clause. These two clauses are generally separated by que (that).

The main clause contains the statement of desire, ignorance, or opinion which is stated in the indicative mood. The subordinate clause contains that which is being considered which is stated in 

the subjunctive.


Ej: I doubt       that     he works much.

               indicative
            subjunctive

Impersonal Opinions:

An impersonal expression in the main clause which expresses emotion, uncertainty, unreality, or an indirect or implied command will set up the need for the subjunctive in the subordinate clause. 

Conviene que



it is advisable that

Es fantástico que 


it is fantastic that

Es importante que


it is important that

Es imposible que


it is impossible that

Es improbable que


it is improbably that

Es increíble that


it is incredible that

Es (una) lástima que


it is a shame/pity that

Es mejor que 



it is better that

Es necesario que


it is necessary that

Es posible que



it is possible that

Es preferable que


it is preferable that

Es ridículo que


it is ridiculous that

Es terrible que



it is terrible that

Más vale que



it is better that

Ojalá (que)



it may be that, I hope that






if only would, could, might






God willing (that)

Puede ser que


I
it may be that
Expressions of Desire/Obligation

Verbs in the main clause which express a wish, a preference, a request, etc., will set up the need for the subjunctive in the subordinate clause. In these situations, the subject tells what he or she would like to happen: whether it will actually happen is not certain. 

Common verbs used in this construction:

esperar

to hope

exigir


to demand

insistir en

to insist (on)

ojalá


God willing, I strongly hope

pedir (e-i)

to request, to ask for

preferir (e-ie)  

to prefer

querer (e-ie)

to want

rogar (o-ue)

to pray, to beg

sugerir (e-ie)

to suggest

recomendar (e-ie)
to recommend

mandar

to command, to order

decir (e-i)

to tell (as in to order)

dejar


to let, to allow

desear


to wish, to want

hacer


to make, to cause

permitir

to permit, to allow

prohibir

to forbid, to prohibit

suplicar

to beg, to plead

aconsejar

to advise

Ejemplos:

Ella prefiere que yo hable. 


She prefers that I speak.




Insistimos en que tengas el dinero.

We insist that you have the money.




Quiero que Juan estudie.


I want that Juan studies.










   Eng: I want John to study.




Ellos esperan que podamos bailar.

They hope that we can dance.




Ella pide que sirvan el café. 


She requests that y'all serve the coffee.




Espero que ellos vivan en esa casa.

I hope that they live in that house.
Uncompleted Action/Adverbial Clauses

When the action of the subordinate clause is pending or indefinite, as in "I'll speak to John when he arrives," that verb will be in the subjunctive. You may be absolutely certain that John will arrive, but you cannot know exactly when

until you see him.

Common connecting phrases for this construction:

a menos que




unless

antes (de) que




before

con tal (de) que



provided that

cuando




when

después (de) que



after

en caso de que



in case

hasta que




until

mientras que




while

para que




so that; in order that

sin que





without

tan pronto como



as soon as

*the (de) is optional

Ejemplos:


Ella te llamará tan pronto como yo llegue. 





She will call you as soon as I arrive.





Juan no irá a menos que tú vayas. 





John will not go unless you go.




Estudiaré en caso de que haya un examen.




I will study in case there is an test.
          



Cocinaré para que podamos comer ahora.




I will cook so that we can eat. 





Tocaré el piano con tal de que ustedes canten. 





 I will play the piano provided that you all sing. 





Trabajaremos hasta que cierren la oficina. 





We will work until they close the office.  

Ignorance/Doubt/Negation

Verbs in the main clause that express ignorance, doubt, or negation will set up the need for the subjunctive in the subordinate clause. In these situations the subject acknowledges uncertainty or ignorance of the outcome of the action described in the subordinate clause. 

Common verbs used in this construction:

dudar que




to doubt that

temer que




to fear that, to suspect that

negar que




to deny that

no creer que*




to not believe that/don't believe that

no estar convencido/a de que*

to not be convinced that

no estar seguro/a de que*


to not be sure that

no imaginarse que*



to not imagine that

no parecer que*



to not seem that

no pensar que*



to not think that/don't think that

no suponer que*



to not suppose that

*While the verbs listed in the negative will set up the use of the subjunctive, these same verbs in the affirmative (creer, suponer, etc.) will set up the indicative. 

ejemplo: 

Affirmative




Negative



Yo creo que Juan tiene el dinero.  
 Yo no creo que Juan tenga el dinero.




 indicative



   
subjunctive

otros ejemplos:

Yo dudo que ella coma en este restaurante. 





I doubt that she eats in this restaurant. 





Nosotros no pensamos que ellos ganen el partido. 





We don't think that they will win the game. 





Ella no está segura de que  siempre digamos la verdad.





She is not sure that we always tell the truth.
Vague or Indefinite Antecedent

When the object or person being referred to in the main clause is not known to actually exist, you will need to use the subjunctive in the subordinate clause. 

ejemplos:

I have a secretary who is efficient. 
(definite antecedent)




I want a secretary who is efficient.
(indefinite antecedent)




Roberto quiere una esposa que gane mucho dinero.




Robert wants a wife who earns a lot of money.




No conozco a nadie que sepa zapatear.




I don't know anyone who knows (how) to tap dance. 




Nosotros buscamos una casa que tenga tres dormitorios.




We are looking for a house that has three bedrooms. 

Additionally, use the subjunctive when the antecedent is one of the following

compound words with -quiera, when they involve uncertain or improbable situations. -Quiera is a form of the subjunctive of querer. It suggests that these words refer to a person, place, or thing that is not concrete or real. 

adondequiera 


(to) wherever (use with going/coming verbs)

cualquier/cualquiera


cualesquiera


any
(use in front of nouns)

cuando quiera**

whenever  (spelled in two words)

dondequiera


wherever

quienquiera




quienesquiera


whoever

Perhaps/Maybe Statements

Phrases that are set up by the words "perhaps" or "maybe" are usually filled with uncertainty, and will require the use of the subjunctive. 

Common words for perhaps/maybe:

acaso


perhaps/maybe
generally only used in writing 

quizás


perhaps/maybe
commonly used in speaking

tal vez


perhaps/maybe
commonly used in speaking

a lo mejor

puede ser

ojalá

ejemplos:

Quizás él no te conteste.


                              
Maybe he won't answer you.

                              
Tal vez ella esté enferma.


                              
Perhaps she is sick. 




Acaso ellos no vayan de compras. 



                             
Maybe they won't go shopping.




Quizás no la conozcamos.




Perhaps we don't know her. 

Even If and Other Indefinite Statements

Aunque is the Spanish word for "even if", "although", and "even though". When the action has not yet occurred or is not known to be occurring, aunque sets up the subjunctive.

ejemplo:

We will go even if it rains. 

Iremos aunque llueva. 

When the action has already occurred, or is occurring, use the indicative. 

ejemplo:   

We will go even though it is raining.   Iremos aunque llueve.

otros ejemplos:

Aunque él no hable español, lo contrataré.





Even if he doesn't speak Spanish, I will hire him.





Aunque no ganemos, estaremos feliz. 





Although we may not win, we will be happy. 

A similar use is with the expression “por + adjective/adverb + que + subjunctive”, which sets up a certain result no matter what happens. 

ejemplos:

Por distraído que él sea, podrá contestar estas preguntas fáciles.




No matter how absentminded he is he will be able to answer these 


easy questions. 




Por duro que yo trabaje, no puedo terminar este informe a tiempo.




No matter how hard I work, I cannot finish this report on time. 

“No matter” appears in this construction as well – subjunctive + lo que + subjunctive – which translates as no matter how…; and also in these constructions - subjunctive + como, donde, cuando + subjunctive. These constructions point out uncertain or improbably situations which would set up the need for subjunctive. 

ejemplos:

Gasten lo que gasten, no van a ser felices nunca. 




No matter how much they spend, they will never be happy. 




Vayas donde vayas, te amaré siempre.





No matter where you go, I will always love you.
Verbs of Emotion

The subjunctive is used after verbs that show emotion or feelings and the conjunction que is used when there are two different subjects. Neither of 

these is used when there is only one subject. 

ejemplo:  

Temo que él se caiga.  I fear that he will fall. 



 
Tengo miedo de salir por la noche.  I am afraid to go out at night.  

Many of the verbs used in these sentences will be verbs that follow the

pattern of gustar:

agradar


to please

alegrar



to be glad

complacer


to please

disgustar


to dislike

gustar



to like

encantar


to delight

enojar



to annoy

fascinar


to fascinate

fastidiar


to annoy

importar


to matter

interesar


to be of interest

molestar


to bother

preocupar


to worry

sorprender


to surprise

Other verbs used in these sentences will perform as normal verbs. 

Tener ganas de que


to feel like, to be willing that

Tener miedo de


to be afraid that

Temer que



to fear that

Preocuparse de que


to worry that

Estar triste de que


to be sad that

Alegrarse de que


to be glad that

Enojarse de que


to be angry that

Estar contento de que


to be happy/glad that

Molestarse de que


to get annoyed that

Sentir que



to regret that
Sequence of Tenses with the Subjunctive

Main Clause





Dependent Clause
present indicative




present subjunctive

future indicative





    or

present perfect indicative



present perfect subjunctive

future perfect indicative

command

_______________________________________________________________

preterite indicative




imperfect subjunctive

imperfect indicative





     or

conditional





pluperfect subjunctive

pluperfect indicative

conditional perfect

_______________________________________________________________

****When the verb in the main clause is in the present, future, present perfect future perfect, or is a command, the verb in the dependent clause should be in the present subjunctive or present perfect subjunctive, depending on the context. 

Ejemplos:

Hijo, queremos que lo pases bien en tu viaje de esquí. 

Son, we want you to have a good time on your ski trip. 

Le he dicho que haga paracaídismo.

I have told him to go parachuting.

Preferirán que pasemos las vacaciones explorando el Amazonas. 

They will prefer that we spend our vacation exploring the Amazon.

Carlos les habrá sugerido que no bucen en esas aguas. 

Carlos has probably suggested to them not to scuba dive in those waters.

Dígales que practiquen más la natación. 

Tell them to practice swimming more. 

Es bueno que hayas aprendido a patinar. 

It is good that you have learned how to skate.

*****When the main clause verb is in the preterite, imperfect, conditional, pluperfect (past perfect), or conditional perfect, the verb in the dependent clause will usually be in the imperfect subjunctive. However, the pluperfect (past perfect) subjunctive is used to refer to actions that precede a past action in the main clause. 

Ejemplos: 

Dudé que él estuviera navegando a vela. 

I doubted that he was sailing.

No había nadie que pudiera patinar como ella.

There was no one who could skate like her.

Nos gustaría que nos acompañaras a esquiar en la nieve.

We would like you to come with us to ski in the snow.

Nos habría molestado si José Luis no hubiera venido a acampar con nosotros. 

It would have bothered us if José Luis hadn't come camping with us. 

Me alegré de que Carmen hubiera hecho montañismo. 

I was glad that Carmen had done some mountain climbing.

*****At times, when the main clause verb is in the present, the imperfect subjunctive may be used in the dependent clause to refer to an action that has already occurred.

Ejemplos:

Siento que no pudieras jugar al básquetbol. 

I am sorry that you were not able to play basketball. 

No creen que Marta fuera tan buena instructora de esquí. 

They don't believe that Marta was such a good ski instructor. 

Past Subjunctive endings:
Base the yo form for the past subjunctive on the 3rd person plural form of the preterite, remove the –on ending, and replace with ra, ras, ra, (á)ramos, (ié)ramos, rais, ran. 

Ejemplos:

Tener (using tuvieron as a base) –
tuviera


Hablar (hablaron as a base) -
hablara

   



tuvieras





hablaras





tuviera






hablara





tuviéramos





habláramos






tuvierais





hablarais






tuvieran





hablaran

***There is an alternate past subjunctive ending that use –ase and –iese, but you see it mainly in literature now. Some people do use it in certain regions, but the –ara and –iera endings are fairly standard, and you would be understood either way.
For Past Perfect Subjunctive – 

You would use the past subjunctive of haber, based on hubieron from the preterite, plus a past participle. 

Haber - 
hubiera



hubieras

+ ado, ido


hubiera



hubiéramos



hubierais



hubieran
