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Chorus Handbook

2011-2012

Dear Parents and Chorus Members, 


Welcome to Chorus at Evans Middle School.  I am looking forward to another exciting year and have lots of plans for the Choral music program at EMS.  This year will be full of rehearsals, concerts and other activities all of which are possible with a supportive administration, committed parents and dedicated and hard working students. To assist students, parents, and myself, I have the EMS Chorus handbook.  Please take the time to read it thoroughly.  There is a financial and time commitment to be a member of the chorus.  If you have a concern, please see me personally, and I will make accommodations.


It is my goal to allow students the opportunity to sing and study music that is both fun and educational while teaching them responsibility, dedication, and teamwork.  I look forward to a great year!  Thank you for your support!

Wendy Baggott

EMS Chorus Director
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Course Description

6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Chorus

All choruses are performing groups.  Chorus is a yearlong commitment and requires time from both students and parents.  A variety of music will be studied and performed including unison, two and three part songs.  All choruses will participate in a minimum of 2 performances during the school year.  There are also opportunities for students to perform solos.  Some examples are All-State auditions, Star-Spangled Banner auditions, and other performances.  

Dress for Concerts and Trips

7th and 8th Grade Chorus Formal:




Gold embroidered golf shirt – tucked in

Black pants or long skirt (mid-calf)

Black socks or tights

Black shoes

6th Grade Formal:
 



Chorus t-shirt – tucked in


Black pants or long skirt (mid-calf)



Black socks or tights



Black shoes
6th- 8th Grade Informal:




Chorus t-shirt

Blue jeans

Tennis shoes

*The golf shirt order form is included in the packet.  This shirt will be worn for concerts in 7th and 8th grade.  The cost for the chorus t-shirt will be included in the chorus donation.  Also, parents are welcome to purchase shirts for themselves. 
The Be Attitudes

(To be a good musician)
Be on time

Be prepared

Be responsible

Be respectful

Be conscientious

Be courteous

Be willing

Grading Policy

It is expected that every student in the chorus will aspire to be a good musician.  This will come from following the “Be Attitudes”.

Grade is based on:

1. 35% - class participation.  All students are expected to sing every day in class

2. 40% - Performance at all concerts** and Concert Festival** and written and vocal tests or projects

3. 25% - Quizzes, written class work and notes

**Attendance is mandatory.  In case of personal illness or death in the family, I must have a note from a parent explaining the reason for absence to be considered excused with in two days.  If the absence is excused, the student must schedule a time to come in after school and sing the music performed in the concert for a grade.  This must be done within two school days of the concert or the singers return to school.  Failure to comply with these guidelines will result in a “zero” for the concert. 

The concert grade is based on the individual’s performance, proper dress, being on time and concert obligations such as set up and clean-up.  Tardiness to the concert will result in 10 points off.

Discipline Policy

The teacher handles classroom discipline and is assisted by administrators, if needed.  The discipline model used by all connections classes is also utilized in chorus class.  More serious problems may be referred directly to an administrator.  

***Discipline problems can be very disruptive in the chorus classroom and prevent the students’ ability to learn and prepare for performances.  The teacher can cut the student from participating in performances, field trips and extra activities if the student is not prepared or disruptive.  If the student is cut from a graded activity an alternate written assignment will be given ***


behaviors and consequences. 

 Behaviors

Class disturbance , Excessive talking, Not following directions, Gum, Rude/Disrespectful
Consequences:  

1    
Verbal warning

2   
Classroom Isolation HHou/Essay

3 
Call parent

4   
Morning detention (7:00-7:30) with the teacher
5
Parent/Teacher/Student conference 
6   
Office referral for after school detention (2:35-3:30) 

7   
Office referral for In-School Suspension 
Lettering in Chorus

Seventh and Eighth Grade students wanting to letter in chorus must follow the guidelines listed below.  Lettering for the first time will result in receiving a block E with chorus embroidered on it.  Lettering for a second time, the student will receive a bar.  (Sixth Graders cannot receive a letter until they have participated in chorus for one full year.)

Guidelines

*Students must audition for All-State at the local audition.  The student must pass the scale and solo portion of the audition.

*Students must maintain an A average in chorus through out the entire school year.

*Students must attend 3 concerts or musical performances as an audience member and have supporting documentation.

*Students are allowed 5 excused absences from daily school rehearsals per 9 weeks and 1 excused absence from a performance for the year.  Any unexcused absences can keep the student from lettering.  Any time a student misses a rehearsal an explanatory note from the parent must be turned into the homeroom teacher.  If the student has an absence from a performance, the note should be given to Mrs. Baggott

*A student failing to meet one of the requirements may submit a letter to Mrs. Baggott stating his/her case.  The director will then decide if the excuse is acceptable to warrant an alternative requirement.

The student must be a good chorus student: One who is cooperative, responsible, and respectful.

CHORUS 

 ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

2011-2012  

Revised 8-8-11

August

18

Chorus orientation – EMS cafe, 7:00-8:00 pm 
19     
Chorus information sheets must be signed and returned 6th-8th grade 


September
7

Shirt orders due - all students

10

All-State local auditions – Evans Middle (optional) 7th and 8th grade only

12

All-State audition forms/money due - (Select 7th and 8th grade only)

15

Talent show try-outs

October



7

“Wicked” – Fox Theater 1:30pm-1:00am (optional)

15
Regional All-State Auditions – South Effingham HS (Select 7th and 8th grade only)

21

Knight of Talent – talent show

November


15

All-State Chorus acceptance deadline (Select 7th and 8th grade only) 

December

6

Winter Concert – location TBA 6:00pm (formal) 6th-8th grade
January 


14

“Annie” – Fox Theater 11:30am-10:30pm (optional) 6th-8th grade

21

All-State final Auditions @ Davidson (Select 7th and 8th grade only)

24

Evans Idol try-outs

February 

23-25

All State Chorus in Savannah (Select 7th and 8th grade only)
March

? 
5th grade Visitation @ EMS – Chorus performs (group TBA)

9
Evan Idol! – EMS commons, 6:30-8

27 & 28
Performance Evaluation – Academy of Richmond Co., time TBA 


(7th and 8th grade chorus only)

May  

8
Spring Concert/Awards Night with Band - EMS gym 6:00pm – formal (reception to follow in the commons) 6th-8th grade

12

Carowinds Trip (8th grade only)
Possible Dates To Be Added: Rehearsals for All-State Auditions, District Honor Chorus, 6th grade State Honor Chorus, and Columbia County Honor Chorus.  Performances at basketball games and assemblies (Veteran’s Day, Black History, etc.) 

Chorus Donation/Payment

In order to raise money for sheet music, recordings, accompanists, All-state judges, Large Group Performance Evaluation fees, supplies and awards it is common for the chorus to do fundraisers.  Did you know that when a group does a fundraiser, they only keep a small percentage of the money raised. (35-45%)  Fundraisers take up class time and are a lot of work.  In addition, there is the hassle of selling to friend and family,  collecting forms and money, data entry, delivering goods, dealing with order errors, etc.  


For the last 8 years, Evans Middle chorus has had to do 2 or more fundraisers each year to cover costs.  Several groups at schools in our area have moved away from fundraising and simply asked the parents for donations.  I have calculated what money we might have made doing fundraisers and would like to ask for each family to donate $35 to the chorus.(in lieu of doing fundraisers)  After discussions with many of our parents I hope this is something you will support.  


This year I am getting chorus t-shirts for the students to wear for informal performances, and the cost for this will be covered by the donation. There are a few things that the donation can not cover including individual activities such as All-state chorus, District Honor Chorus,  and 6th grade State Honor Chorus.  


If you prefer, you may divide the donation into payments to make it as easy and accommodating as possible.  If someone has a financial difficulty affording this they can do a fundraiser.  In addition, no child will be “left out” due to financial difficulty.  If you have any questions, please call or email me!!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

_______________________________________

_______________

Students Name






Grade

$35 Chorus Donation Enclosed ____________

Make checks payable to Evans Middle School or just EMS

Payment plan, 1st payment enclosed __________ 

(Whenever sending $$ to school with your child, please use a check if possible.  In addition please clearly label it with your child’s name.)

7th and 8th Grade Chorus Shirt Order Form

All 7th and 8th grade chorus students are required to have the embroidered golf shirt.  This will be worn for all formal concerts. 

We have a custom designed logo for our chorus shirts.  The shirt is a gold 60/40 collared golf shirt with the Evans Middle Chorus logo embroidered on it.  The cost is $20.00 per shirt.  They have adult men’s and women’s sizes as well as youth sizes.  It is an additional $2.00 for XXL and $3.00 for XXXL.  Students need to order the shirts now!  We will only place one order this year.  The money should be turned in with the order no later than, Wednesday, September 7th.  

ORDER YOUR CHORUS SHIRTS NOW!!!

Students Name___________________________________________________
Size:

Youth






_____YM
_____YL
_____YXL

Ladies
_____LS
_____LM
_____LL
_____LXL

Men
_____S
_____M
_____L
_____XL
_____XXL ($2.00)
_____XXXL ($3.00)

Amount Total $_______________

Paid _______________








Cash or check



**Make checks payable to Evans Middle School and include the students name on the check.

Remember the Deadline is September 7th 
6th, 7th and 8th Grade T-Shirt Order Form 

All 6th, 7th and 8th grade chorus students will need the new chorus t-shirt.  This will be worn with blue jeans and tennis shoes for informal concerts.  The chorus t-shirt is a gray 50/50 shirt screen printed with a custom chorus design.

Students Name___________________________________________________



Size:

Youth






_____YS
_____YM
_____YL

Adult
_____S
_____M
_____L
_____XL
_____XXL ($2.00)
_____XXXL ($3.00)

The cost for this shirt is included in the chorus donation.

Information Sheet
Please sign and return by August 19th!!

Students Name: ___________________________________________
H.R. teacher__________________





Last, First

Grade: __________


Birthday: ______________________

Parent(s) or Guardian Name: _______________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________

City and Zip: __________________________________

Phone Number: (Home)_______________
(Mobile)_______________
(Work)_________________
Parents e-mail address___________________________________________

Emergency Contact: ____________________________
relationship:______________

Number: _________________________

Student Disclaimer:  I have read the chorus handbook.  I understand my responsibilities as a member of the Evans Middle School Chorus and that this is a yearlong commitment.  I will follow the “Be Attitudes” and show respect to the director and all members.







Student Signature: ____________________







Date:
__________________

 Parent Disclaimer: I have read the chorus handbook.  I understand my responsibilities as a parent of an Evans Middle School Chorus member.   I have received the chorus calendar attached to this handbook and reviewed the listed activities.  I understand my child needs the chorus shirt, black pants and black shoes for concerts.  I will assist, support, and encourage my child to be successful in Chorus.

Parent Signature: ____________________







Date:
__________________

Opportunities for Parent Volunteers

My Goal at Evans Middle School is to have a successful Chorus Program.  For this to happen we need supportive and involved parents.

There are many opportunities here at EMS!!

Please check all areas listed below that you might be willing to help with.

Chaperone Trips and Concerts

_____Winter Concert – Dec. 6 @ 6:00pm (need 3 parents/grade level)

_____Performance Evaluation – March 27 or 28, time TBA (need 5 7th & 5 8th grade parents)

_____Spring Concert – May 8 @ 6:00pm (need 3 parents/grade level)

_____Reception – decoration, set-up, server, clean-up (10 parents) 

Assist with data– during the school day _____

Other Areas

_____Accompany - Play piano for rehearsals

_____Video Tape Concerts

_____Take Pictures – Chorus Historian

_____Other (List any additional areas of expertise)

Name: ________________________________________

Child’s Name: __________________________________

Grade:_____________

Phone Number: ______________________

Thank you for your support!!!
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