Evans Middle School WINS $2,000 to Support Arts Education

From Americans for the Arts and KRIS 
Evans Middle School is a proud recipient of $2,000 to fund arts education as a winner of the “Art of Education” contest sponsored by Americans for the Arts, the nation’s leading nonprofit organization for advancing the arts and arts education and the Kris Wine Company. Americans for the Arts and Kris partnered to promote awareness and support arts education in public schools at a time when budget cuts have threatened arts education programs.  A total of 16 schools with the top number of votes were awarded a total of $25,000 to contribute to academic achievement through arts education. Evans Middle School placed 4th in the national contest winning a sum of $2,000 that will go toward improving their current fine arts program. 
Mr. Michael Johnson, “We are thrilled to receive this much-needed funding to help support a well-rounded, top-notch education for our students,” said Principal Johnson. “We recognize the importance of quality arts education for young people and thank both American for the Arts and Kris for this very generous funding, but also for helping to raise awareness about the need for arts education in K-12 schools. Our students and teachers are very excited to have received a winning number of votes in this nationwide competition. We very much appreciate the parents and consumers who took the time to vote.”

“Research shows that students who study the arts outperform their peers who do not. In addition, study of the arts also teaches discipline, creative thinking, problem-solving and communications skills—all of which are essential for today’s youth to succeed in the 21st Century workforce,” said Robert L. Lynch, president and CEO of Americans for the Arts. “Therefore, it is so encouraging that Evans Middle School is not only committed to providing its students with a quality arts education, but also now has funding specifically dedicated to that program’s success.”

“Sincere congratulations to the students and teachers at Evans Middle School”, said Adam Welch, Marketing Director of KRIS Wine. “We were excited to see so much enthusiasm and energy from the teachers, parents and friends of your school to support a cause that we hold near and dear to our hearts. Given the generous contribution by Italian artist Riccardo Schwiezer (1925-2004) to the KRIS Company through his label art, we deeply appreciate the importance of artistic expression and are very excited to support the advancement of arts education programs for young people."

