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General Information

Mrs. Reynierson
WELCOME TO HORIZONS!
The Columbia County Elementary Gifted Program’s mission is to help students reach their highest potential.  At Greenbrier Elementary, students will be given opportunities to expand and develop their talents and skills to become lifelong learners.  This program prepares the student to function at the upper limits of personal abilities through self-initiative and provides a curriculum differentiated in the areas of content depth, processes, and creative expression.  Teachers act as facilitators providing resources, a rich learning environment, and the opportunity for self-development.
CURRICULUM & GOALS:
The Elementary Gifted Program is aligned to Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) and supports the Curriculum Standards for Gifted Students as outlined by the Georgia Resource Manual for Gifted Educational Services.  These standards are the foundation for all gifted program curricula development and translate into the program’s goals and objectives.  Through these goals, the students will develop and practice the following:

A. Productive Thinking Processes

1. creative thinking

2. critical thinking

3. problem solving

4. leadership and/or decision making

B. Research and Reference Processes

1. planning

2. finding information

3. evaluating information

4. using and/or interpreting information

C. Communication

1. group dynamics

2. discussion skills

3. listening skills

4. visual, oral, and/or written forms of expression
D. Reflective Thinking Processes

1. intellectual curiosity

2. persistence

3. responsibility

4. self-control and respect with ideas and actions

5. quality work and/or ideas

6. independent and/or productive work habits
CONTINUATION CRITERIA for the ELEMENTARY GIFTED PROGRAM:
Regular classroom

Students must maintain a combined average of 80 in their core subject areas.  If grades drop below this level, the student may be placed on probation for a nine week period.  If grades do not meet the continuation criteria at the end of the probation period, the student may be placed on inactive status.

Gifted classroom
Students must maintain satisfactory performance in the various areas of study as seen through the work habits and strategies observed by the gifted education teacher.  If performance is not satisfactory, the student may be placed on probation for a nine week period.  If performance does not meet the continuation criteria at the end of the probation period, the student may be placed on inactive status from the program.

· Participation, attitude, and motivation:  Active participation, a positive attitude, and motivation as observed by the gifted education teacher are required.

· Attendance:  Student attendance for class is mandatory.  Upon three unexcused absences, a student may be placed on probation for a nine week period.  Continued unexcused absenteeism may result in the student being placed on inactive status.

WORK HABITS:
The student participates effectively.

· Participates in discussions and activities

· Remembers and uses previous learning

The student demonstrates responsibility and organization.

· Comes prepared for class

· Uses time constructively

The student shows motivation and task commitment.

· Contributes to the class by being present

· Exerts effort

· Shows initiative

· Completes activities and projects

· Seeks additional information for tasks

The student exhibits independent and cooperative learning.

· Works productively alone and/or in a group
· Corrects his/her own mistakes

· Finds new ways of doing things

· Expresses imaginative ideas

· Respects the work and opinions of others

· Cooperates with other students and teachers

The student demonstrates appropriate behavior.

· Exhibits positive attitude

· Exhibits self-control

· Displays tolerance

· Listens attentively and follows directions
MISSED WORK GUIDELINES:
The elementary gifted program is an approved part of the curriculum in the Columbia County School System.  The students participating in this program have been identified by state criteria as gifted.  The following guidelines are designed to clarify any misunderstandings that may arise when students are required to be away from regularly scheduled classes:

1. Students participating in the gifted program are responsible for mastering all concepts and objectives specified according to the state’s standards.

2. Students in the gifted program should be required to complete all tests.  They should be given no less time to complete these tests than other students.  

3. The gifted students should not be required to complete all missed classroom assignments for homework.  Only assignments which are essential for mastery of state standards, in the professional judgment of the classroom teacher, should be required.

SUPPLIES:

In addition to the supplies you have purchased for your child’s homeroom class, your child will need some items for Horizons.  These supplies will be kept in the Horizons classroom.

Please label materials with your child’s first and last name.

· Composition book (non-spiral)

· Spiral notebook (single subject)
· Tri-fold display board (Only 4th and 5th grade students will need this for second semester)

The following items will be available in the classroom to share, but students may bring their own if they prefer.

· Colored pencils / Crayons / Markers

· Scissors / Glue Sticks
· Paper / Pencils / Erasers 
CLASSROOM WISH LIST:  
We are always in need of tissues, disinfecting wipes, and disinfecting spray. Any donations would be greatly appreciated!  Thank you! (
IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
Any important information from Horizons will be sent home with your child’s other papers from the homeroom teacher.
LUNCH:
Horizons students will return to their homeroom class and eat lunch at their regularly scheduled time.
SCHEDULE:
All Horizons students will receive five segments of instruction per week in the Horizons classroom.  Students return to their homeroom classes for lunch, recess, and specials.
· 1st and 2nd grade students will attend on Monday.  
· 3rd grade students will attend on Thursday.
· 4th grade students will attend on Tuesday.
· 5th grade students will attend on Wednesday (Bessman/Whittington) or Friday (Archer/Kamariotis/Lechner).
UNITS OF STUDY:

At Greenbrier Elementary, we are committed to providing motivating units of study that fully engage the students, incorporate research skills, and develop creative expression and problem-solving skills.  The units were planned as either extensions of the regular classroom study for each grade level or as activities that foster the creative and problem solving skills that we want to develop in our gifted students.  
All grade levels will participate in the Junior Great Books program which is an interpretive reading, writing, and discussion curriculum.  The Junior Great Books program uses outstanding literature and a unique open-ended discussion method called shared inquiry to help students read for meaning and develop critical-thinking skills. To find out more please visit http://www.greatbooks.org/programs-for-all-ages/junior.html.  
All grade levels will participate in math problem solving.  Fourth and fifth grade students will participate in the Math Olympiad program.  They will learn strategies to help them solve challenging math problems.  The program consists of five monthly contests (November-March) and includes students from all over the United States and in other countries around the world.  In each month’s contest, students solve problems in their local schools, and results are reported to the Olympiad organization, who then compiles results.  First, second, and third grade students will utilize the program Figure It Out: Thinking Like a Math Problem Solver.
1st / 2nd:

These students will have the chance to participate in activities that integrate math and science skills such as:  observing, sorting, graphing, predicting, estimating, measuring, problem-solving, comparing, and searching for patterns.  Through the study of literature, students will develop analytical and interpretive skills. Students will also begin to develop research and writing skills (both creative and informational writing).

The first unit of study will be a language arts based unit called Fractured Fairy Tales.  Students will compare different version of fairy tales, identify common elements, and write their own fractured fairy tales.

Our second semester unit will be Around the World.  In this interdisciplinary unit, students will learn about the location, climate, and culture of various countries.  Students will incorporate the research process and develop proficiency with a variety of reference materials.  They will also learn a variety of strategies to communicate what they have learned:  communicating visually, orally, and using various written formats.
3rd:
Students will begin the year with Math on the Menu.  In this unit, students are helping the fictional Rosada family as they open, equip, and expand a Mexican restaurant.  They will learn about:  combinations, data organization, statistics, measurement, geometry, and spatial sense.  We will conclude this unit with our own fiesta!
Our second unit will be Our Changing Earth:  Earth Science Contracts.  In their regular classrooms, students learn the basics about rocks and minerals, landforms, and earth’s changes.  Then, in Horizons, students will select from individual and cooperative activities that will increase their understanding of earth science topics.  They will present their information to classmates.
The third unit of study, Build It!, will begin second semester.  In this interdisciplinary unit, students will learn principles of geometry, architecture, and building design as they experiment with different materials.  They will design their own home, build a 3-D model, and design a ½ acre landscape around the home.
4th:

The first unit will be Ancient Greece.  Students will research self-selected activities to share with the class.  Greek mythology is a favorite!
Our second unit will be Space Contracts.  Students learn the basics of the solar system and stars in their regular classrooms, and in Horizons, students will select from individual and cooperative activities that will increase their understanding of these topics.  They will present their information to classmates.

In the third unit, Science Fair, students will learn the Scientific Method.  They will also learn the steps involved in a science fair project and will design and conduct their own experiment.  Projects, including a backboard, will be completed entirely at school.
The final unit will be Time Traveler.  After studying United States history (prior to 1860) in their regular classrooms, students will select a period of time that particularly interested them, “travel” to that time period, and investigate. They will present what they have learned to their classmates.

5th:

Students will start the year by completing a unit called Save Zooland!  They will save a fictional zoo in danger of closing by redesigning it in order to better meet the needs of the animals.  
Next, they will study Ancient Greece.   They will choose areas of interest within the topic to research and present to the class.

The final unit will be Knowledge Quest and will continue through the second and third nine weeks grading periods.  Students will have the opportunity to select and thoroughly analyze any topic of interest that they have the self-driven desire to learn about and then present what they have learned to their classmates.
.  

HORIZONS WEBSITE:
http://www.ccboe.net/gifted/home.html   

Please do not hesitate to call or email with any questions or concerns. 

I look forward to working with you and your child!  (
Mrs. Winsor Reynierson




Email:  winsor.reynierson@ccboe.net
Phone:  (706) 650-6060 ext. 5852

Web site:  http://teacherweb.com/GA/GreenbrierElementarySchool/Horizons
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