Study Guide for Anthem
Essential vocabulary terms:

allegory


allusion

character motivation

connotation


denotation

characterization

ego



dystopia

static character

communism


objectivism

collective consciousness

morality


society


equality


Chapter One

Questions
1.  From what point of view is this story told and how do you know?

2.  Why does the narrator use plural pronouns to refer to himself?

3.  What type of conflict is described in this chapter?  man vs. ______________

4.  What evidence is provided that reveals the society in which the narrator lives is a repressive society?
5.  What is the narrator’s name?

6.  What are two ways by which the narrator is different than most people?

7.  Where do children live until they reach the age of five?

8.  What happens to children when they reach the age of fifteen?

9.  What career does the narrator wish to be assigned?

10.  What are some things taught in school that are incorrect?

11.  What occupation is the narrator assigned?

12.  Why do you think he is assigned this occupation?

13.  What happens when people reach the age of forty?

14.  What is the life expectancy of people in this society?

15.  Why was International 4-8818 assigned the job of Street Sweeper?

16.  What do you think the first part of a person’s name represents in the society?

17.  What do you think the number at the end of a person’s name represents?

18.  What is the Transgression of Preference?

19.  What did the narrator discover on the floor of the tunnel?

20.  What does Equality do in the tunnel?

21.  What are the Unmentionable Times?

22.  Based on what you know at the end of Chapter One, what is the setting for this story?

23.  How old is the narrator at the end of Chapter One?

24.  How long has the narrator been studying at the end of Chapter one?

25.  Is Equality 7-2521 truly equal to everyone else in his society?  Explain your answer.

Connections

1.  Describe an occasion when it was good to suppress your individuality for the good of a group of which you were a member.  How is your example different from the narrator’s life?

Chapter Two
Questions

1. Why do you think the narrator thinks of Liberty 5-3000 more than anyone else?

2. What name does the narrator give Liberty 5-3000?

3. Since it is forbidden to marry and have a family, how does this society provide for its continuance?

4. How does the narrator feel about how this society perpetuates itself?

5. How old is Liberty 5-3000 when the narrator meets her?

6. What does the narrator want to prevent from happening to Liberty 5-3000?

Chapter Two Continued

7.  After talking to Liberty 5-3000, what does the narrator do in the dining hall that gets him punished?

8.  What is the one emotion that everyone in this society feels but does not reveal?

9.  What event is described that destroyed the world during the Unmentionable Times?

Connections

1.  What are some reasons that someone could argue that the Saint of the Pyre is a Christ like figure?

Chapter Three

Questions

1.  How is the scene in this chapter similar to Frankenstein?

2.  What invention does the narrator discover that had been lost to his society?

Connections
1.  Do you believe the narrator is conducting the experiments simply because he is curious, or do you feel he has something to prove?  

2.  What could he be trying to prove?

Chapter Four

Questions

1.  What does the narrator call Liberty 5-3000 that surprises her?

2.  What name has Liberty 5-3000 given the narrator?

3.  What do the narrator and Liberty 5-3000 want to say to each other but are unable to articulate because these words do not exist in their society?

Connections
1.  How is the narrator’s behavior typical of many young people today when they realize they have strong emotions for the opposite sex?  
Chapter Five

Questions

1.  What does the narrator intend to do with his invention?

2.  Why doesn’t he tell anyone about his invention?
3.  What is a possible reason why there are no mirrors in this society?

4.  What does it say about this society when the narrator feels compelled to keep his discovery a secret?

Connections

1.  What would be a good reason for someone in our society today to keep his or her own invention a secret for a short period of time?
Chapter Six

Questions

1.  Why is the narrator beaten?

2.  Why is the narrator easily able to escape from jail?

3.  Why does the narrator believe he will be accepted back into society again?

Connections

Describe a time when you believed you received an unjust punishment for something you did or didn’t do.  How did this make you feel?

Chapter Seven

Questions

1.  How many men were required to invent the candle?

2.  Why do you suppose it took so many people to make such a simple invention as a candle?

3.  How do the members of the Council of Scholars react when the narrator reveals his invention?
4.  Explain how the following quote is an example of verbal irony when the narrator is trying to explain what his invention will mean for the world and he says, “Let us bring a new light to men!”

5.  Why is the Council afraid of this new invention and want it destroyed?
6.  Why can the Council not decide on an appropriate punishment for the narrator?

7.  How is the Council’s reaction an example of situational irony?

8.  What is the only pang of regret that the narrator experiences as he enters the Uncharted Forest?

9.  How is the name of the Uncharted Forest symbolic of the narrator’s future?

Connections:

How does the narrator’s society view individual accomplishments differently than our society?

Chapter Eight

Questions

1.  How does the narrator’s views about the Uncharted Forest change between the time he enters the forest and the next morning when he awakens in it?

2.  How does the narrator feel about being a member of the Damned now?

3.  What does the narrator see for the first time in his life?

4.  How does he feel about what he sees?

5.  How does he feel for everyone he left behind?

6.  How is the narrator’s experience in the Uncharted Forest an example of dramatic irony?

Chapter Nine

Questions

1.  Who follows the narrator into the Uncharted Forest?

2.  How is the narrator’s connotation of “damned” different from its denotation?

3.  How is the scene in the forest similar to the Garden of Eden?
4.  When The Golden One tells the narrator, “We love you,” she frowns because she does not state what she wants to say exactly the way she wants to say it.  What word is she searching for that has been eliminated from her vocabulary?

Connections:

How would you feel if you were never allowed to be alone?  What is something that you enjoy doing when you are alone that you would miss?  Where is your favorite place to be alone?  

Chapter Ten

Questions

1.  What do they discover in the forest?

2.  What are some things that they find strange about this place?
3.  How is our view about a house that holds twelve people different from the narrator’s view of it?

4.  Why is the lettering of the books strange to the narrator?

5.  What is The Golden One’s reply alluding to when she tells the narrator, “Your will be done.”?

6.  What does this house’s location on a mountaintop symbolize?

Chapter Eleven

1.  The line of this chapter is an allusion to Descartes’ famous quote, “I think; therefore, I am.”  Explain what this means.

Chapter Eleven Continued

2.  How has the narrator’s reference to himself changed?
3.  What does this change signify?

4.  How has the narrator’s view about building relationships with other people changed?

5.  According to the narrator, what word is “the root of all the evils”?

Chapter Twelve

1.  What name does the narrator take for himself?

2.  How is this name symbolic of the narrator’s current situation?

3.  What name does the narrator give his companion?

4.  Why is this name appropriate for her?

5.  What are the narrator’s plans for the future?

6.  Why does the narrator target specific individuals whom he feels may join him?

7.  What is the narrator’s definition of freedom?

8.  What is your connotation of “ego”?

9.  What is the denotation of “ego”?

10.  Why do you think the last word in the novel is “EGO” and why are all three letters capitalized?
Connections:

1.  Can you think of any individual rights that we may have voluntarily surrendered in our nation’s history in order to live in a society?

2.  Do you think there are any rights that we currently have that are likely to be sacrificed in the future?

3.  Is this narrator against all types of society?  How do you know?

4.  What do you think the writer’s purpose was for writing this novel?

Gateway Essay for Anthem

Based on what you learned from the novel and your own prior knowledge, respond to one of the following prompts in a fully developed essay.  Remember, a fully developed essay has three parts:  an introductory paragraph with an clearly stated thesis statement, body paragraphs that contain a topic sentence, supporting details and a clincher, and a concluding paragraph that summarizes your main points.
A fully developed essay also contains sentence variety and transitional words to create fluency.  Also, don’t forget about grammar.  Run-on sentences are punishable by death!  

Prompt 1

Define equality and explain how Anthem revealsl the absurdity of a society striving for all its citizens to be equal?

Prompt 2

Compare the society in Anthem to other repressive societies you have learned about and explain how they are similar and different.  Be sure to discuss specific tactics these societies use to suppress their citizens.

Prompt 3

Compare and contrast how the fictional character’s struggle against equality in Anthem is similar and different from real people’s struggle for equality.  Is the fight for and against equality the same type of equality in these struggles?

