Epic Hero Expository Essay

An expository essay explains a process or compares and contrasts things.  You will write an essay in which you do both of these things.  Your assignment is to choose a book that you have read or will read and explain how the protagonist adheres to the seven stages of the epic hero cycle.  As you are explaining the epic hero cycle for the book you chose, you must compare the epic hero's actions with Odysseus's or Equality's (but not both) actions at the same time.  You can Google the stages of the epic hero cycle or go to the following website to download it:  

http://edsitement.neh.gov/sites/default/files/worksheets/Elements%20of%20the%20Epic%20Hero%20Cycle.pdf

Your essay must follow Parkview's Composition Standards.  If you do not remember them, go to Parkview's website and download them.  In the introductory paragraph, you must state the author and title of the book you will use in your essay.  For each of the seven stages of the epic hero cycle, you must have a quote of no more than three sentences from the book that illustrates that stage.  Do not begin or end paragraphs with quotes.  You must also introduce the quote and cite the author and page number after the quote.  
Example of Using a Quote in an Essay:

When Nick Hart accepts the challenge to vanquish the Symbiotes, he explains his reason for doing so to his aunt when he tells her, "I have to do this.  If I can help someone else, I must do this.  This is what Dad would expect me to do" (Murphy 183).


Notice that the quote does not begin the sentence.  The introduction begins the sentence.  Also, notice that the author's last name and the page number of the book is in parentheses at the end of the quote with the period after the closing parenthesis.  You must also include a Works Cited page for your novel.  You can find the format for the Works Cited page at www.easybib.com.  You do not have to include The Odyssey or Anthem in the Works Cited unless you use a direct quote from the book.

You may choose one of the books below for your essay.  If your book is part of a series, you must only write about that book, not the entire series.

1. Harry Potter

2. Twilight

3. Percy Jackson

4. Lord of the Rings

5. The Hunger Games

6. The Hobbit

7. City of Bones

8. Star Wars
9. The Coven of the Light  by Allen Murphy at www.lulu.com

10. Any other novel that you get approved by me

