
Great Expectations Essay Assignment
Introduction:  Even though Charles Dickens wrote Great Expectations in the nineteenth century, many experiences that the protagonist in the novel faces as well as the limitations he endures or liberties he enjoys because of his changing social status are ones that people sometimes experience in modern society.  With wealth and improved social status comes privilege.   This is only one of the lessons that Pip learns that everyone eventually learns.

Directions:  Using Parkview Composition Standards, write a full three-page typed essay that responds to one of the prompts below.  Use three quotes from the novel that are three full typed lines or less to support your thesis.  Be sure to cite your quotes with parenthetical citations and a works cited.   Balance your essay so that you spend an equal amount of time discussing events in the novel with real situations without creating a lop-sided paper about one side or the other.  
Prompt 1

Compare and contrasts how Pip is treated by other characters in the novel before and after he receives his fortune with how people are treated according to their social status in today’s society.  Compare events from the novel to specific events in the real world.  

Prompt 2

Explain how Pip’s story is a coming-of-age story that resembles everyone’s journey in life as you compare and contrasts how Pip’s experiences cause him to lose his innocence in a similar way that everyone loses his innocence as he matures.  Be sure to use specific events in the novel to compare to real events that causes one to lose his or her innocence.

Writing Tips
· An essay should contain three parts:  introduction, body and conclusion.  An essay does not necessarily have to have five paragraphs.   Essays can be shorter or longer than five paragraphs.  

· Use present tense when discussing literature or characters in a piece of literature.

· Titles of major works of art are italicized when possible or underlined.  Short works of art such as short stories, short poems, newspaper and magazine articles, and songs are put in quotation marks.

· Do not use the word “you” except in quotes or writing to a specific person.

· Spell out numbers up to and including one hundred.

Examples:  Camille had twenty friends over to celebrate her birthday.

                     Jason received 208 hits on his YouTube posting.

· Hyphenate two or more words that are used together to create an adjective.

Example: Lady Gaga has a larger-than-life public persona that clashes with her personal life.

                   The quick-tempered actor lashed out at the reporter for asking a pointed question.

· Use Parkview Composition Standards as posted at www.parkview.net.

· Use transitions within and between paragraphs.

· Do not begin sentences with “it” or “there are.”

· Do not use the word “I” except in a personal letter, personal essay or autobiography.

· Vary your sentence structure by beginning sentences with adverbs, prepositional phrases, or dependent clauses. 

· Make sure pronouns agree with their antecedents.  Words that end in body, one, or thing are singular.  

Examples:  Everybody in math class completed his or her homework.      Correct!  
                     Everybody in math class completed their homework.               Wrong!

                    None of the boys admitted his involvement in the prank.        Correct!
                     None of the boys admitted their involvement in the prank.     Wrong!
· Combine short sentences for fluency.

· Avoid run-on sentences by placing a comma before conjunctions that combine independent clauses or using a semicolon before a conjunctive adverb and a comma after it.    

Examples:  Mary and I are neighbors, but we are not friends.

                        Mary and I are neighbors; however, we are not friends.

                        Josie witnessed the crime; therefore, she must testify in court.

                        Josie was at the scene of the crime; moreover, she saw what happened.

