Incorporating Quotes in One’s Essay
A great way to add supporting details while improving the credibility of your argument in an essay is to use direct points to illustrate major points.  To use a quote correctly in an essay, one should use three parts:  an introduction to the quote, the direct quote itself, and a parenthetical citation listing the author’s last name and the page number of the book where you found the quote.

There are several ways to introduce a quote.

Sentence Introduction

Geras illustrates Agamemnon’s true reason for going to war with Troy in the following quote:  “Helen provides Agamemnon with a convenient excuse to make war against Troy even though he really is envious of Troy’s wealth and influence around the Mediterranean”  (98).  

Notice that because the author’s last name is in the introduction to the quote, one simply puts the page number in parentheses after the quote.  Also, notice that there is only one period that goes after the parenthesis and not before the quotation marks.  A colon should follow an independent clause that introduces a quote.
Narrator Says Introduction

In Helen of Troy, the narrator reveals, “Helen’s decision to elope with Paris is somewhat easier because she knows that he is having an affair with a palace servant” (George 78).

Character Says Introduction

Paris tries to appease the three goddesses who demand that he choose one of them as the fairest when he says, “How could any mortal choose the fairest among such beautiful goddesses as the queen of Heaven, the goddess of wisdom, and the embodiment of love herself” (Zimmerman 31). 

When using quotes remember the following guidelines:

· Use only one quote per paragraph.

· Use only two quotes for each full page of typed text.

· Do not put a quote at the end of a paragraph.  

· Always explain the relevance of the quote to the point you are making in the paragraph after one inserts a quote.

· Always accompany a quote with an introduction and parenthetical citation

· Do not use a quote if the quote is longer than three full typed lines in your essay.

