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Winner of The Flume:  NH Teen Reader’s Choice Award

What s It?
The Flume: NH Teen Reader's Choice Award was created in 2005 in response to a New Hampshire teens' request to have a book award geared towards high school students. This award is a state-wide venture led by a collaborative effort from school and public librarians. Each year teens nominate titles, published within the last two years, they think deserve to be recognized. Librarians then narrow the group of titles to a list of 13. Teens then vote for the winning title from the list of 13. 

Watch the Nineteen Minutes Trailer at http://www.jodipicoult.com/media/19minutes.mov.

Synopsis:

In this emotionally charged novel, Jodi Picoult delves beneath the surface of a small town to explore what it means to be different in our society. 

In Sterling, New Hampshire, 17-year-old high school student Peter Houghton has endured years of verbal and physical abuse at the hands of classmates. His best friend, Josie Cormier, succumbed to peer pressure and now hangs out with the popular crowd that often instigates the harassment. One final incident of bullying sends Peter over the edge and leads him to commit an act of violence that forever changes the lives of Sterling’s residents. 

Even those who were not inside the school that morning find their lives in an upheaval, including Alex Cormier. The superior court judge assigned to the Houghton case, Alex—whose daughter, Josie, witnessed the events that unfolded—must decide whether or not to step down. She’s torn between presiding over the biggest case of her career and knowing that doing so will cause an even wider chasm in her relationship with her emotionally fragile daughter. Josie, meanwhile, claims she can’t remember what happened in the last fatal minutes of Peter’s rampage. Or can she? And Peter’s parents, Lacy and Lewis Houghton, ceaselessly examine the past to see what they might have said or done to compel their son to such extremes. 
Assignment:  

Students must read this novel and write an essay according to Parkview Composition Standards using one of the prompts on the back of this sheet.  I recommend that students check this book out in the school media center or public library before attempting to purchase the book.  If you must purchase the book, I recommend buying a used copy from Amazon.com or some other online bookseller.  Amazon.com has used books for $1.05 plus $3.99 shipping.  

Any parent who objects to his or her child reading this book should contact me at allen_murphy@gwinnett..k12.ga.us as soon as possible to discuss an alternative reading assignment for the student.

Prompt 1

In any act of violence, someone is to blame for it.  Sometimes, the victim himself is to blame for what happens instead of the one who commits the act of violence.  For example, a homeowner who hears someone breaking into his house may fear for the safety of himself and his family and decide to shoot and kill the intruder.  If the person killed had not been breaking into the homeowner’s house, he would not have been killed; therefore, one can argue that the person who was killed is responsible for his own death.  Is Peter Houghton responsible for the deaths of the people he kills or are teachers, parents, and the victims themselves responsible for the deaths?

Prompt 2

Sometimes, the American legal system can seem mysterious and downright unjust.  For example, many people believe O.J. Simpson murdered his wife and her friend; however, the jury found the defendant not guilty.  A verdict of “not guilty” does not mean that the accused did not commit the crime; it simply means that there was not enough evidence to convict someone for murder beyond a shadow of a doubt.  Another example is when someone who kills another person is found innocent of murder because the act is viewed as “justifiable homicide.”  For example, a wife who has suffered physical and/or emotional abuse for years and fears for her safety may finally snap during one of her husband’s abusive episodes and kill him. A jury who is sympathetic to the wife’s plight may find her not guilty of murder because of the long history of abuse.  In Peter Houghton’s case, is the verdict reached by the jury the correct one in your opinion.

Essay Requirements:  
· You must use three quotes from the novel as support in your essay.  Do not use more than one quote in a paragraph.  Do not use a quote that is longer than four typed lines in your essay.  Cite your quote using parenthetical citations and a works cited.  
· Use present tense when discussing literature or characters in a novel.

· Do not use the word “you” except in quotes.
· Use Parkview Composition Standards.

· Use transitions within and between paragraphs.

· Do not begin sentences with “it” or “there.”

· Do not use the word “I” except in a personal essay or autobiography.

· Combine short sentences for fluency.

· Avoid run-on sentences by placing a comma before conjunctions that combine independent clauses or using a semicolon before a conjunctive adverb and a comma after it.    
Examples:  Mary and I are neighbors, but we are not friends.
                        Mary and I are neighbors; however, we are not friends.

                        Josie witnessed the crime; therefore, she must testify in court.

                        Josie was at the scene of the crime; moreover, she saw what happened.










