Slam Poetry

Poetry is simply a genre. Poetry Slam is a form of poetry that invites all different styles and techniques.  Any poem that works in a performance setting is considered a slam poem. This could mean anything from a very quiet, personal piece that the audience can connect with to a piece ending with the poet releasing an ear-piercing howl. There is no limit to what slam poems can be. The definition of slam poetry is unlimited because the definition of poetry itself is unlimited. A poem is any piece of writing that has rhythm and spirit. This translates exactly into the style of poetry slam. This genre allows the spirit to come off the page and connect with its audience at a different level.

Poetry slam also welcomes experimentation. A common technique used by slam poets is to sing during a section of the poem. Usually, they sing a song that everyone is familiar with, but sometimes they make up their own short verse. The beauty of this is that no one judges a poet on how well he or she sings.  Sometimes the poets will get the audience involved in their poem. The poet will encourage the audience to react to certain parts of the poem as part of their presentation.  A poet may give the audience a line to repeat over and over again. While the audience recites this line, the poet performs his poem over the audience's chanting.   New techniques are continually being invented. This will keep the audience guessing, so when people go to a poetry slam, they need to be prepared for anything.

Technique is not the only thing open for experimentation in slam poetry. The content of a poem is also often experimental.   Some themes are very unusual and bizarre. Poems can be about math, mayonnaise, rubber ducks, nature, snake charmers, cats, orange juice, God's dog, and hip hop style verses about trees. Some of the most effective slam poems use the most unusual images and concepts. The ability poets have to play with every part of their poem is what makes the genre so unique and extraordinary.

One thing a poet must always pay attention to in poetry slam is the roots of this genre. Sometimes the genre tends to have a little more slam than poetry. As a slam poet, it is crucial never to lose sight that slam poetry still relies on the poetic aspect. Poetry is an art form. Someone can not just come up with a great poem in a matter of an hour. This is also true with slam poetry. In a great slam poem, the first draft should never be the last. Usually it takes dozens of revisions to finally have a poem worthy of performing over and over again. It is important to pay attention to every little detail in the poem and nothing should be overlooked. Poetry is no different from music or painting in terms of being artistic. The only difference between poetry and poetry slam is that poetry slam is meant for a performance setting. This does not mean that it can't still work on paper. The ideal slam poem should be able to score perfect tens at a national competition and be published in the world's most respected literary magazine. The chances of this ever occurring are very slim, but this is always the goal that a slam poet wishes to achieve. 
Assignment:  You are to create a poem to be performed in a poetry slam in front of your classmates.  Using a scale from one to five with five as the best, you will be judged how good your poem and performance are by your classmates.  I will collect all the scores and average them together to obtain a grade for your performance.  This grade will count as a quiz grade.  

Rules:  

· Your poem can be about any topic that is appropriate for a school setting.  There are no restrictions on rhyme or meter.  
· Your poem must be at least ninety seconds long.

· Your poem must make sense.

· You cannot use profanity or make any inappropriate allusions.

· You may recite the poem from memory or read it to the class.

Scores
5
The student recited the poem from memory without pausing except where natural 


pauses would occur in the poem.  The student kept continual eye contact with the 
audience members and seemed relaxed.  The poem had a theme that was easily 


understood, and the poet could easily be heard by all the audience members.  The 

poet met the time limit.
4
The poet read the poem or paused frequently at unintentional places while reciting 
the poem from memory.  The poet did not keep continual eye contact with the 


audience or appeared nervous.  One or two parts of the poem’s theme was unclear 


or the poet was not loud enough to be heard by everyone in the audience.  The 

poet missed the time limit by five seconds or less.
3
The poem read the poem or paused frequently at unintentional places while 


reciting the poem from memory.  The poet rarely made eye contact with the 


audience, appeared overly nervous, and was not loud enough to be heard by most 


people in the audience.  Most of the poem’s theme was unclear.  The poet missed 

the time limit by six to ten seconds.
2
The poet recited the poem and constantly paused at unintentional places.  The 
poet made no contact with the audience and appeared extremely nervous.  The 
poem’s theme made no sense.  Nobody in the audience could hear the poet.  The 
poet missed the time limit by eleven to fifteen seconds.
1
The poet’s performance was so bad that the audience members were embarrassed 


for the poet.  The poet missed the time limit by more than fifteen seconds.

Grades:

5 = 100 
4.6 – 4.9 = 95

4 =  80

4.1 – 4.5 = 85
3 =  70

3.6 – 3.9 = 75
2 =  60



1 =  40
