Summer Reading Essay Assignment
Using Parkview Composition Standards, you will write a three-page typed essay based on the novel you read for Summer Reading.  You must choose one of the following prompts to write your paper.

Prompt 1:  In Ithaka, some characters reveal characteristics that ancient Greeks valued in people and society.  Write an essay that describes how characters take specific actions that prove they are loyal, courageous, hospitable, and determined.  When possible, provide multiple characters who demonstrate the same personality trait.  Also, provide examples of characters who do not demonstrate these characteristics and the consequences of not doing so.  
Prompt 2:  In The Firebrand, Troy and Helen of Troy, many characters have a motive for going to war in the Trojan War.  One could easily blame Helen or Paris for causing the war, but others play a part in causing the war as well.  Using at least three of the following, explain how Agamemnon, Menelaus, Priam, and the gods play specific roles in causing the war and their motives for doing so.
Prompt 3:  Many readers identify with specific characters when reading a novel.  Sometimes readers identify with a character because they share similar characteristics or interests or because they admire that character and want to be more like that person.  Select a character from the novel you read for Summer Reading and explain how you identify with that particular character.  Explain all the ways that you are similar to that character or why you admire and would want to be more like that character.  
Parts of an Essay

Introduction:  An introduction has three parts:  a hook, an image of your topic, and a thesis statement.  A hook is a surprising statement or an unusual rhetorical question that catches the reader’s attention.  An image of your topic can be painted in three or four sentences that identify the author and the title of any book you are including in your essay.   In this part of the introduction, you should quickly summarize the plot of the book without going into specific details.  You will save those for the body of your essay.  Finally, your thesis statement is your roadmap for your essay and must clearly state for the reader what your essay is about.  However, never use the words “This essay is about” or “I’m going to tell you . . .” when creating a thesis statement.  Simply state what the essay is about.  You can usually create a thesis state from the writing prompt if one is provided.  The thesis statement is normally placed at the end of the introductory paragraph.
Body:  Body paragraphs contain four parts:  a topic sentence, supporting details, transitions, and a concluding sentence.  A topic sentence develops your thesis statement and introduces a specific aspect of your thesis that will be developed with supporting details in the paragraph in which it is placed.  Supporting details are specific examples, facts, or quotes that explain your topic sentence.  Transitions are words or phrases within and between paragraphs that connect your ideas and make it easy for the reader to follow along.  Finally, the concluding sentence conveys the broader significance of the paragraph’s relevance to the essay and recaps the information presented with that specific paragraph.   
Conclusion:  Showing how your paper’s content is relevant to a related topic is a great way to end your essay and provide closure for the reader.  For example, if you write on Prompt 1, you could conclude your essay by pondering why many of the things that ancient Greeks valued in people and society are still valued today.  If you write on Prompt 2, you could ruminate on some of the different reasons that individuals and nations go to war today and compare them to those in the book.   If you write on Prompt 3, you could try to explain the psychology concerning why readers identify with specific characters in a book and wish to be more like them instead of actually becoming more like them.  No matter how you end your essay, make sure the reader has a feeling of satisfaction when he or she finishes your paper.
Writing Tips
· Use present tense when discussing a piece of literature or a character.
· Always have someone edit your paper before submitting it to your teacher. 

· Except in a personal essay, do not use first-person pronouns such “I, me, my, our, us, etc.”

· In formal essays, do not use second-person pronouns such as “you, your, yours, yourself.”

· Do not (not don’t) use contractions in a formal essay.

· Vary your sentence structures so that some of your sentences begin with adverbs, prepositional and verbal phrases, and dependent clauses.  

· Use transitions within and between paragraphs.

· Do not use clichés or overused words such as good or bad to describe something.

· Always use Standard English in a formal essay.  Using the word “sucks” to describe something as bad is not Standard English.                             
· Spell numbers up to and including one hundred.

· Do not use Internet shorthand in a formal essay.  OMG, your teacher will not want to be your BFFL.  Using Facebook lingo 4 Standard English will not have your teacher ROFL.
· Combine short sentences for better fluency.
· Avoid sentence fragments.  A sentence must include a subject and verb and convey a complete thought.
· Avoid run-on sentences by using a comma and conjunction or a semicolon, conjunctive adverb, and comma to join independent clauses.
Examples:
Odysseus is a very clever man, but he is not always a wise man.




Odysseus is a very clever man; however, he is not always a wise man.




Penelope is a loyal wife; moreover, she is the epitome of the perfect wife.




Telemachus is a typical teenager; therefore, he often behaves like a typical teen.

