Sarah Smith Elementary School – Programme of Inquiry (POI) 2011-2012


	
	An inquiry into

Who we are


	An inquiry into

Where we are in place and time
	An inquiry into

How we express ourselves
	An inquiry into

How the world works


	An inquiry into

How we organize ourselves


	An inquiry into

Sharing the Planet

	Age
	An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; of what it means to be human. 


	An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between and the interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.


	An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs, and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic 


	An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction between the natural world (physical and biological) and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment. 


	An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the structure and function of organizations; societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the environment.


	An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and with other living things; communities and relationships within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.


	5-6

K
	We Are Special

Central Idea 
Individuals around the world are similar and different.

Key concepts: change, connection, responsibility
Related concepts: relationships, family, data
Lines of inquiry
· Ways people are the same
· Ways people are different
· Relationships


	Me On A Map

Central Idea

Individuals are a part of a specific location in a larger community that can be represented in different ways.
Key concepts: form, function, causation, perspective
Related concepts: geography, community
Lines of inquiry  

· What is a community

· Where we live

· Purpose of maps
· Communities around the world

	Symbols of the World
Central Idea

Symbols represent a country’s culture and government.
Key concepts: connection, perspective, reflection
Related concepts: family, civics, communications
Lines of inquiry 

· Definition of a symbol
· Identification of cultural symbols
· Meanings of  national symbols


	It’s About Time

Central Idea

Our actions are usually related to the Earth’s natural cycles.
Key concepts: form, change, causation
Related concepts: time, pattern, growth
Lines of inquiry
· Ways to measure time
· Changes that occur over time
· Man-made time vs. natural time 


	Wants and Needs

Central Idea

Money is a currency that helps people to satisfy some needs.
Key concepts: change, connection, responsibility
Related concepts: decisions, behavior
Lines of inquiry
· Wants and  needs
· The need for money

· How we get goods and services


	Love Your Mother
Central Idea

People share the responsibility of caring for the earth.

Key concepts: form, function. responsibility
Related concepts: conservation, sequences, properties
Lines of inquiry
· Living versus non-living
· Recycling and replenishing
· Humans and plants relay on each other for survival.

	6-7

1st
	Working Together

Central Idea

People in a community cooperate in order to address the needs of daily life.
Key concepts: function, connection, responsibility

Related concepts: communication, relationships, efficiency
Lines of inquiry

· The meaning of division of labor

· The purpose of dividing labor

· Respectful membership in a community

· Comparison of division of labor a home and at school


	Heroes
Central Idea

Explorations and discoveries of individuals influence culture.
Key concepts: change, connection, perspective

Related concepts: listening, actions, behaviors
Lines of inquiry

· Character traits of American heroes
· Lifestyles of past and present
· Why individual contributions can withstand the test of time.

	My Country/My World

Central Idea
Culture is influenced by what people believe in and value.
Key concepts: form, connection, perspective

Related concepts: diversity, influence,  acceptance
Lines of inquiry

· Similarities/differences among countries

· How countries influence each other

· Elements of a culture


	Weather All Around

Central Idea

Human safety is connected to understanding weather patterns.
Key concepts: form, change, causation
Related concepts: data handling, behavior, time 
Lines of inquiry
· What is weather

· Instruments that measure weather

· Seasonal differences in weather


	Helping Others

Central Idea

Helping those in need is one of our responsibilities as a member of a community.

Key concepts: function, connection, responsibility, reflection

Related concepts: citizenship, relationships, interdependence
Lines of inquiry

· Volunteerism

· How positive actions contribute to a caring community

· How one’s actions affect others


	Animal Survival

Central Idea

Living things need to adapt in order to survive.
Key concepts: form, function, causation, connection
Related concepts: conservation, habitat, impact
Lines of inquiry
· Physical characteristics of animals
· Animal classifications
· How animals adapt to their environment


	
	An inquiry into

Who we are


	An inquiry into

Where we are in place and time
	An inquiry into

How we express ourselves
	An inquiry into

How the world works


	An inquiry into

How we organize ourselves


	An inquiry into

Sharing the Planet

	Age
	An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; of what it means to be human. 


	An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between and the interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.


	An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs, and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic 


	An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction between the natural world (physical and biological) and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment. 


	An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the structure and function of organizations; societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the environment.


	An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and with other living things; communities and relationships within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.


	7-8
2nd
	Echoes of the Past
Central Idea

The available resources within a community affect one’s lifestyle.
Key concepts: form, change, connection
Related concepts: culture, society, time
Lines of inquiry
· How geography and climate affect daily life
· Lifestyle differences of various indigenous people
· Impact of natural resources on a culture

	Space Out!
Central Idea

Humans have a relationship with the Earth’s natural cycles.
Key concepts: function, change, connection

Related concepts: impact, seasons, patterns
Lines of inquiry

· Sun’s relationship to the Earth

· Phases of the moon

· Physical attributes of stars


	Get Real

Central Idea

Stories inform, provoke, and reflect one’s creativity.
Key concepts: form, function, perspective
Related concepts: communication, expression, language
Lines of inquiry
· Purpose of writing
· Similarities and differences among personal narratives
· Why stories are written
· How stories are told

	Force Matters
Central Idea

People and nature cause matter to change.
Key concepts: form, change, reflection
Related concepts: measurement, geography, energy
Lines of inquiry
· How matter changes

· How materials are grouped

· Sources of energy – heat, light, motion

	Systems Go!
Central Idea

Producers rely on consumers’ needs, wants, and spending habits.
Key concepts: causation, connection, responsibility
Related concepts: relationships, initiative, transformation
Lines of inquiry

· Role of producers and consumers
· Ways in which goods and services are allocated
· Participation within an economic system

	Circle of Life
Central Idea

All living things go through a process of change.
Key concepts: form, change, connection
Related concepts: adaptation, distribution, interdependence
Lines of inquiry
· Life cycles of organisms
· Differences and similarities in life cycles between plants and animals

· Relationship between an organism’s life cycle and its environment



	  8-9

3rd
	We the People
Central Idea

The ideals and history of a nation’s people influence government
Key concepts: form, function, perspective
Related concepts: government, influence, common good
Lines of  inquiry

· Origins/structure of democracy (Ancient Greece)
· Ways decisions are made about rights and responsibilities
· The role of citizens in their government

	We Are the World
Central Idea

Societies change due to people’s beliefs
Key concepts: form, connection, perspective
Related concepts: rights, prejudice, diversity
Lines of  inquiry
· The actions of individuals within a society
· Historical time periods influence on individual perspectives
· Public opinion

	Be Creative

Central Idea

People use different forms of expression to show their uniqueness as human beings.

Key concepts: form, perspective, reflection
Related concepts: culture, appreciation, opinion
Lines of  inquiry
· What is unique about me
· How do we express ourselves to the world
· Diverse ways people express themselves

	Rock My World

Central Idea
The earth’s structure developed over time and continues to change

Key concepts: form, change, causation
Related concepts: climate, sculpture, geography, measurement
Lines of inquiry
· Rocks and minerals

· The use of rocks and minerals
· Topography changes in the Earth’s surface
· Soil composition and fossils

	The Price is Right
Central Idea

Individuals, groups, and institutions have an impact on economy.
Key concepts: connection, change, causation
Related concepts: production, consumption, distribution
Lines of inquiry
· Types of resources and their influence on one another
· Supply, demand, and scarcity
· Economic decision making and opportunity cost
· Entrepreneurship
	Habitat’s Where It’s At
Central Idea

Plants and animals are dependent on one another and are affected by human actions.
Key concepts: change, connection, responsibility
Related concepts: data handling, conservation, impact (cultural)
Lines of inquiry
· Types of habitats
· Effects of change on habitats
· Pollution’s affect habitats




	
	An inquiry into

Who we are


	An inquiry into

Where we are in place and time
	An inquiry into

How we express ourselves
	An inquiry into

How the world works


	An inquiry into

How we organize ourselves


	An inquiry into

Sharing the Planet

	Age
	An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; of what it means to be human. 


	An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between and the interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.


	An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs, and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic 


	An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction between the natural world (physical and biological) and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment. 


	An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the structure and function of organizations; societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the environment.


	An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and with other living things; communities and relationships within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.


	9-10

4th
	Exploration Investigation

Central Idea

Examining the beliefs and values of different societies impacts decision making.
Key concepts: change, causation, perspective
Related concepts: discovery, traditions, rights
Lines of inquiry
· Motivation to establish settlements
· How geography/climate affects decision making
· Human rights

	Location, Location, Location

Central Idea

People possess varying motivations for exploring and interacting with their environment
Key concepts: causation, change, perspective
Related concepts: interdependence, conflict, migration
Lines of inquiry
· Development of native cultures in North America
· Causes and effects of early exploration
· The use of the natural environment by humans to meet needs


	Express Yourself

Central Idea

Communication takes many forms and connects us to each other and the world.
Key concepts: function, connection, perspective
Related concepts: interdependence, opinion, communication
Lines of inquiry

· How speakers adapt language to fit a situation (vernacular)

· Effects of using forms of persuasion
· Reasons to persuade

	To Infinity and Beyond!
Central Idea

People seek to acquire knowledge of the physical world to gain insight into the universe.
Key concepts: form, causation, perspective
Related concepts: innovation, systems, geography
Lines of inquiry:
· Celestial bodies of our solar system and their cycles of motion
· Role of technology in understanding space
· Earth’s relationship to other celestial bodies

	The Easy Way Out

Central idea

Civic participation promotes the welfare of the common good.
Key concepts: change, perspective, reflection
Related concepts: roles, citizenship, rights
Lines of inquiry
· Functions of governments
· Democratic principles within a federal system

· The role of citizens and its government within a society


	Ecosystem

Central Idea

Organisms interact in an ecosystem to maintain balance.
Key concepts: change, connection, responsibility
Related concepts: ecosystems, conservation, homeostasis 
Lines of inquiry
· Components and balance of an ecosystem

· Relationships in an ecosystem
· Water cycle and weather of ecosystems


	10-11

5th
	Designer Genes

Central Idea
A combination of inherited traits and learned behaviors influence who we are.
Key concepts: form, causation, connection,
Related concepts: family, systems, behavior
Lines of inquiry
· The relationship between student and family members
· The characteristics of learned behaviors and inherited traits

· Changes in the environment effect learned behaviors and inherited traits globally

	A World of Conflict
Central Idea
Nations engaged in civil war face social, political, and economic challenges that can reshape a culture over time.
Key concepts: change, causation, perspective
Related concepts: geography, climate, compromise
Lines of inquiry
· The reason for conflict

· The effects of conflict on society and the economy

· Responsibility of avoiding and solving conflicts
· The means by which this is accomplished


	5th grade 

Exhibition


	Charged Up
Central Idea

Technological advances cause changes in culture over time.

Key concepts: function, change, responsibility
Related concepts: electricity, innovation, culture
Lines of inquiry
· How electricity works
· Major innovations that changed culture

· Effects of innovation on culture

	Easy Come, Easy Go

Central Idea

Economy is shaped by various institutions
Key concepts: form, function, change
Related concepts:  systems, employment, patterns and functions
Lines of inquiry
· Institutions that affect economy
· How trade promotes economic activity
· Historical trends in economics

	Visualize World Peas
Central Idea

Societies and individuals react to historical events.

Key concepts: connection, perspective, reflection
Related concepts: opinion, chronology, prejudices
Lines of inquiry

· Influence of public opinion on war

· Impact of governmental decisions on civilians

· Positive and negative reactions to events




