Sarah Rawson Smith Elementary School

Assessment Policy
Established: November 2007



Revised:  August 2009
Philosophy

Assessment is our process of collecting, analyzing, and reporting data in order to drive instruction, effectively communicate with stakeholders, and reflect on the art and science of individual teaching styles.  Assessment should effectively guide students through the five essential elements of learning: 
· The understanding of concepts

· The acquisition of knowledge

· The mastering of skills

· The development of attitudes

· The decision to take action

These elements are addressed through collaboration and planning units of inquiry as defined by International Baccalaureate Organization. At Sarah Smith Elementary, we use a variety of assessments, which are continually modified in order to reach all students’ individual learning styles. 

All stakeholders, including students, teachers, support staff, administration, district level administration, and parents, are responsible for contributing to the assessment process.  Each of these stakeholders will receive ongoing feedback from the data collected. This data will serve as our foundation for reporting to the student and stakeholders. Also, the data will influence future instruction by the teacher.
Principles of Assessment
At Sarah Smith, we seek to assess students with the following principles in mind:

· Frequent and on-going
· Concise and clear

· Without cultural, ethnic, racial, or gender bias
· Connected to IB profiles and attitudes

· Connected to the pre-determined objectives, concepts, and lines of inquiry within each unit of inquiry collaboratively written within all grade levels by teachers and PYP (Primary Years Programme) coordinator
· Differentiated to meet students’ individual learning needs (including, but not limited to those students receiving services within SST, EIP, ESL, PEC, gifted/talented program)

· Diverse and varied methods of assessment to address different learning styles
· Projects serve as a key component of assessment and conceptual understanding within the classroom
· Consistent and grade level appropriate
· Meaningful and relevant in the life of the student

· Data-driven: statewide/district data is provided through Georgia Criterion-Referenced Competency Test (CRCT), CRCT benchmarks, Georgia Online Assessment System (GOAS), and on-site assessments
Assessment Reporting

Assessment reporting occurs continuously and systematically throughout the school year. Pre- and post-assessment data is turned in to the administrative team and analyzed in team collaborative meetings. Parent conferences take place at least twice a year in order to share information with teachers, students, and parents. Fall conferences are teacher-parent meetings designed to give parents/guardians information about the student’s progress, development and needs. Teachers also discuss in detail Sarah Smith’s programs and curriculum. Spring conferences are led by the student and include parents/guardians and the homeroom teacher. The student will take responsibility for leading discussions and for sharing his/her learning experiences and progress.  
Parents receive updates regarding a child’s academic standing weekly and conduct quarterly on report cards and at the mid-quarter point on progress reports.  Students also report their progress through personal reflection on the attributes of the learner profile after each Unit of Inquiry.  These are shared with their parents and placed in a portfolio. The portfolio is cumulative and maintained throughout the students’ years at Smith Elementary.  State mandated test (Criterion-Referenced Competency Test) results are provided with end of the year reports to parents for grades 1st through 5th. 
Assessment Tools

We at Sarah Smith are committed to using a wide variety of testing methods and formats to assess our students’ knowledge, growth, and ability to apply skills and concepts. The following assessments are those which we use to evaluate all aspects of the educational program at Sarah Smith: 

· Pre/post assessments

· Formative assessments

· Rubrics (knowledge, skills, collaboration, performance)
· Performance assessments

· Self evaluations

· Peer evaluations

· Atlanta Public Schools (APS) Benchmark Tests 

· Accelerated Reader/STAR
· Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (GKIDS)
· DRA (Developmental Reading Assessment)
· Iowa Test of Basic Skills (3rd & 5th grades only) 

· Georgia Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests (1st through 5th) 
· Georgia Writing Test (3rd and 5th)
· Georgia Online Assessment System (GOAS)

· Terra Nova (Gifted Education & ESL) 
· CogAT (Cognitive Abilities Test)
· Anecdotal records

· Teacher-made tests and quizzes
Roles and Responsibilities
Sarah Smith follows the standards and practices set by the IB.  We are consistently updating and reorganizing our IB planners and lesson plans to follow any changes that may occur due to teacher reflection or change in state mandated curriculum.  Our PYP (Primary Years Programme) coordinator keeps us informed of current research, professional articles, best practices updates, IB workshops, and conferences.

The PYP (Primary Years Programme) coordinator and administrators plan and execute staff development sessions for the purpose of collaboration, addressing areas of concern, exchanging ideas, and updating teachers on any new IB developments.  During this time, teachers also have the opportunity to model for their peers some of the strategies or lessons that have proven successful in their individual classrooms.
Common planning times are utilized to update teachers and staff on any new IB (International Baccalaureate) information.  The Sarah Smith faculty also uses common planning time to create or modify units that will strengthen the curriculum.  Teachers implement the curriculum through planner design and the development of instructional practices for quality and effective inquiry-based instruction at Sarah Smith.

Admissions Policy

A variety of assessments occur upon registration at Sarah Smith Elementary.  In addition to state mandated documents, all students are provided a home language survey.  The results of this survey provide information about students who may need ESOL support. The students who speak a language other than English in the home are administered the W-APT (WIDA ACCESS placement test) to determine their English language skills. The score on the W-APT determines placement in the ESOL program. All students receiving ESOL services will take the ACCESS (Assessing Comprehension Communication for English State – to – State) assessment in the winter to determine eligibility and language proficiency level for the upcoming school year.  Students new to Sarah Smith, who have never studied French, are eligible to receive additional audio and written support from the French instructors. Cassettes and printed study packets contain basic French vocabulary and foreign language classroom survival tips.

At the kindergarten level, GKIDS (Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills) data are collected at the beginning and end of the school year.  This examination provides information about a student’s reading, writing, math, literacy and motor skills.  In other grade levels, benchmarks are determined in the areas of reading, writing, and math by various on-site/district level assessment tools within the first quarter of each academic year.

Assessment Plan 2009-2010
Math

· Pre and post test each unit

· Create common assessments that include both Everyday Math (EDM) and Georgia Performance Standard (GPS) formats

· Recording Data:

· Test Summary Report of pre/post test scores

· Item Analysis

· Performance Summary
· Lesson Plans that reflect data analysis and differentiated instruction

· Review of data and lesson plans by administrative team

Reading

· Pre and Post test each Unit

· Use Treasures unit tests for common assessments

· Develop common assessments in 2010-2011 school year

· Recording Data:

· Test Summary Report of pre/post test scores

· Item Analysis

· Performance Summary
· Lesson Plans that reflect data analysis and differentiated instruction

· Review of data and lesson plans by administrative team

Assessment Dates
· Everyday Math Unit 1

August 10 - 12

· Results analyzed


August  17

· Reading Unit 1


August  18 - 20

· Results analyzed


August  24

Subsequent assessment dates will be determined by the grade level team.

