People of the Arctic, Pacific Northwest, and Plateau Regions

Mid-Unit Study Guide

ANSWER KEY
VOCABULARY:  You should be able to identify and explain your understanding of the following words.

· civilization:  
a group of people living together who have systems of government, religion, and culture.



· potlatch:

a large feast that could last several days  








· glacier:  

a huge, thick sheet of slowly moving ice







· migration:  
a movement from one region to another by people or animals


· agriculture:  
farming, or growing plants







· clan:  


a group of related families living together









· dugout:  

a canoe carved from cedar logs and used to carry goods on trading trips







· totem pole: 
a large tree that was carved from cedar and painted with human and animal figures




· Ice Age:  

a period of time when much of the Earth's water was frozen in glaciers







· Beringia:  

a large land bridge that allowed hunters to follow animals from Asia into North America


REGIONS AND TRIBES
	Arctic Region (Inuit Tribe)
	Pacific Northwest (Kwakiutl)
	Plateau (Nez Perce)

	· Located in present-day Alaska, Canada, and Greenland
· Shelter = igloos made of snow and ice
· Food = few plants, so caribou, seals, and whales
· Climate = snow and ice cover the ground for 9 months every year

	· Located along the Northwest coast of the Pacific Ocean in present-day California
· Shelter = long houses made of cedar; homes usually faced the sea
· Food = surpluses of salmon; dried berries and roots during the winter
· Climate = cold winters, mild and rainy spring, summer, fall
	· Located on the Columbia Plateau between the Cascade and Rocky Mountains
· Shelter = 
· Food = salmon, plants and berries, some hunting
· Climate = 


ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
· In what ways was wood, especially cedar, vital to life of the people of the Northwest Coast?

· Used to build shelter and homes
· Used to make dugouts, or canoes, to carry goods from one place to another
· Bark was used to make clothing
· Logs used to make totem poles
· How did agriculture change life for the earliest Native Americans?

· People began to stay in one place to care for plants instead of migrating after animals.
· With a more steady diet, more people were able to survive for longer.
· People began to build villages and cities, so civilizations developed.  
