American Patriots

Study Guide
Paul Revere
1734-1818

Boston, MA

Worked for Independence

He felt that the taxes imposed by the British were unfair

His Midnight Ride of 1775 warned Americans that the British were coming

Worked as a silversmith, engraver, mail carrier, and dentist

Member of the Sons of Liberty

Character traits:  diligence & liberty

Frederick Douglas
1818-1895

Maryland, NY, Massachusetts (MA)

Abolitionist who worked for Civil Rights

A slave who taught himself to read and write

Published The North Star antislavery newspaper

A speaker and writer against slavery and for equal rights for all

Met with President Lincoln in the White House

Character traits:  liberty & justice    

Susan B. Anthony

1820-1906

MA, NY

Worked for Women’s Rights

She was arrested for voting for president in 1872

Worked as a teacher, a principal, and a speaker

Started the National Women’s Suffrage Association

Women gained the right to vote in 1920 (100 years after her birth)

Character traits:  diligence & justice

Mary McLeod Bethune
1875-1955

SC, NC, FL, DC

Worked for Education 

Started a school in Daytona Beach, Florida for African American girls

A teacher and speaker who started the National Council of Negro Women

She advised presidents Coolidge, Hoover, and FDR
Her school became Bethune-Cookman University

Character traits:  diligence, justice, & respect for authority
Eleanor Roosevelt
1884-1962

NY, DC

Worked for Human Rights

Helped start the United Nations and write the Declaration of Human Rights

She traveled the world & was known as the “eyes and ears” of the president

“Eleanor Everywhere” and the “First Lady of the World”

Character traits:  cooperation & tolerance

Franklin D. Roosevelt

1882-1945

NY, DC, GA

Created “New Deal” to get Americans back to work after Great Depression

Despite having polio, he was elected president 4 times (12 years, 1933-1945)

He did not want to enter WWII, but was forced to after Pearl Harbor attack

Said, “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.”

He exercised in pools in Warm Springs, GA and built a house there

Character traits:  cooperation, diligence, & liberty

Lyndon B. Johnson

1908-1973

TX, DC, TX

Created “Great Society” to improve education, environment, & medical care

Worked in Congress promoting Civil Rights and was JFK’s running mate in 1960

Became president when Kennedy was assassinated in 1963 (1963-1969)

Created Voting Rights Act of 1965 and worked on U.S. Space Program

Chose Thurgood Marshall as 1st Black Supreme Court Judge

Character traits:  diligence & tolerance

Thurgood Marshall

1908-1993

MD, VA, KS, DC

Worked for Civil Rights

Lawyer and judge who wanted to change unjust laws

Won famous “Brown vs Board of Education” case in Topeka, KS ending 
segregation in schools (1954)

1967 appointed Supreme Court Judge by LBJ and served for 24 years

Won rights for equal teacher pay and right to lawyer if accused of a crime

Character traits:  justice & freedom of conscience and expression
Cesar Chavez

1927-1993

AZ, CA

Worked for Worker’s Rights

Fought for better pay and working & living conditions for farm workers

Helped many Mexican Americans become citizens and sign up to vote

Formed Farm Workers Association in 1962, a labor union to help workers

In 1966 the United Farm Workers union was formed

He used methods such as strikes, boycotts, marches and fasts for attention

Character traits:  diligence & justice

