Branches of Government Study Guide

What are the 3 Branches of government?

1.  Legislative

2.  Executive

3.  Judicial

Describe each of the Branches of government.

Legislative-  makes laws

Executive-  carries out or executes laws

Judicial- decides or interprets laws

Who is in charge of each Branch of government?  

(In order by Local, State, & National levels)

Legislative- City council, General Assembly, Congress (Senate and House of Representatives)

Executive-  Mayor, Governor, President (Executive Officer)

Judicial- City courts, State court, Supreme Court (Judges)

Why do we have checks and balances and a separation of powers?

So that one branch of government does not have all the power.  The 3 branches have to work together.  Each branch has different powers and jobs to do.  These also help protect rights in a democracy.

