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SENIOR PROJECT – PURPOSE AND PARTICIPANTS

	Senior Project Purpose:
	Successful completion of the Senior Project provides the student with the opportunity to demonstrate advanced proficiency in the attainment of the Hawaii Content and Performance General Learner’s Outcomes (GLO).  The Senior Project allows the student to experience and demonstrate a “learning stretch” and must be personally useful and relevant for that student.  Career and life skills demonstrating workplace and/or college readiness will be showcased in the three-phase project process.  

The Senior Project will consist of a research paper, culminating project, and a project panel presentation.  Students who complete the Senior Project, meet the course requirements for graduation, and attain a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or higher, shall be issued one credit and a Board of Education Recognition Diploma.  This is effective with the graduating class of 2010.  



	Senior Project Participants


	All Kauai High School seniors have the opportunity to participate in completing the Senior Project.  

Students who successfully complete the Senior Project and have already earned their other required credits for graduation will earn an additional 1 credit for the Senior Project upon recommendation from the Senior Project Presentation Panel Judges.

Finally, the Senior Project is a requirement in order to earn the Board of Education Recognition Diploma.  Any student who wishes to graduate with honors, i.e. cum laude (3.0 – 3.5 GPA), magna cum laude (3.5 – 3.8 GPA), summa cum laude (3.8+ GPA), including recognition as valedictorian (4.0+ cumulative GPA), must complete the Senior Project and all other requirements for the Board of Education Recognition Diploma.




SENIOR PROJECT PLAN
The Senior Project will consist of preliminary planning, a research paper, a culminating project, and a formal, oral project panel presentation.  Students who complete the Senior Project, meet the course requirements for graduation, and attain a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or higher, shall be issued one credit and a Board of Education Recognition Diploma.  

There are three phases of the Senior Project: 

Phase 1:  Preliminary Planning including the Personal Transition Plan (PTP), Letter of Intent, and the Senior Project Proposal.  

Phase 2:  Research and Action including the thesis research paper (research) and culminating activity (action).  All Kauai High School seniors will be required to complete a Senior Research Paper as part of their Senior English course requirements.  The culminating activity can be accomplished by selecting one of three options described below:

a.  Career Focus: Job Shadowing/Mentorship  

The student sets up a job shadow, mentorship, or internship in a professional environment related to the student’s desired career goals and interest.  The student must identify a mentor on-site with whom s/he will work, collaborate, or participate in activities during the project/action phase.  Mentoring must be related to the essential question as well as the project thesis, and the focus must be personally relevant and genuinely connected to curriculum content, standards, benchmarks, and General Learner Outcomes (GLO).  Minimum of 20 hours.

b.  Service Learning/Community Service: 

The student completes a service-learning project that makes a concrete and visible impact in the school or community. The student must identify a mentor on-site with whom s/he will work, collaborate, or participate in activities during the project/action phase. The service learning/community service project must be related to the essential question as well as the project thesis and the focus must be personally relevant and genuinely connected to curriculum content, standards, benchmarks and General Learner Outcomes (GLO).  Minimum of 20 hours.

c.  Student Personal Interest- Product and Action  

The product and action associated with the student’s personal interest must be related to the essential question and project thesis.  The student must identify a mentor who has expertise to share in this performance or problem area.            The product and action must also be relevant, rigorous, and connected to the attainment of the General Learner Outcomes (GLO’s).  The student may choose a product that is performance or problem-based.  Minimum of 20 hours.

1.  Performance-based:  Performances involve execution of an authentic skill, talent, and/or ability.  These include but are not limited to the following: musical, dance, artistic, and/or dramatic performances; rewriting and performing a scene in a play, artistic display or demonstration, coaching a sport demonstrating athletic competence.

2.  Problem-based:  Problem-based learning begins with a problem or issue.  Using research, the student will come up with some solutions.  The research thesis will be developed from possible solutions and the student will have to act on this thesis.  For example:  A problem in a government course might be to persuade the Legislature to pass a student’s recommended legislation, or a problem in a science course might be to use scientific research to study and potentially impact or change a recognized problem within the community.

Phase 3:  Formal Presentation and Evaluation  

The student will prepare a portfolio including all work done toward the Senior Project including verifications forms, the research paper, learning/mentor logs, and any other supporting documents.  The portfolio will be submitted prior to the formal presentation so that the panel of judges can review each student’s research and action.

The student will prepare and present a 10-15 minute presentation with multimedia support, i.e. PowerPoint, video, etc., before a Project Panel followed by a question and answer session.  The student will need to discuss each phase of the Senior Project, the relationship between each, the lessons learned, and its impact related to the student’s project thesis.  
SENIOR PROJECT REQUIREMENTS

Upon completion of the Senior Project, the students will have the opportunity to demonstrate proficiency in the attainment of the General Learner Outcomes (GLO) and workplace and/or college readiness will be showcased.

The Senior Project is comprised of the following activities, and not completing any one or more parts will deem the student ineligible to earn the Senior Project credit and/or to receive the honor of the Board of Education Diploma.

1. Personal Transition Plan Portfolio

2. Senior Project Portfolio including:

□
Letter of Intent (typed copy with required signatures)


□
Senior Project Proposal (typed copy with required signatures)


□
Mentor Forms (one for Community Mentor, one for School Advisor)

□
Parent/Guardian Consent/Liability Release Form

□
Thesis Research Paper on an approved topic of student’s choice

□
Research Paper Mentor Log/Research Paper Evaluation

□
Daily Senior Project Mentor/Learning Logs documenting a minimum total of 20 hours worth of work with mentor signatures

3. Senior Project Presentation: A formal oral presentation before a panel of community members, school faculty members, and a peer student in grade 9, 10, or 11.  Presentation must include technology and multimedia support.

Assessment of the Senior Project will be done using a rubric aligned to the Hawaii Content and Performance Standards.  Senior Project Presentation Panel Judges will use this rubric to evaluate students’ portfolios and presentations and will make a recommendation whether each student shall or shall not earn the 1 credit for Senior Project.

To become eligible for the Board of Education Recognition Diploma, students need to meet the following requirements:

□
Complete all course and credit requirements for graduation, including the Personal Transition Plan (PTP);


□
Accumulate a grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or higher; and


□
Complete the Senior Project for one credit.

SAMPLE INTEREST SURVEY

Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability. The purpose of this activity is to encourage you to closely examine your interests both in and outside of school. Regularly taking time to reflect on your interests, aspirations, and dreams can help you learn more about yourself and what you enjoy doing.  

1.  What is the subject in school that interests you most?

2.  Why do you find this material so interesting?

3.  Do you ever pursue or explore material related to this subject outside of school? If so, in what ways? 

4. Do you have possible career interests that are related to this subject?  If so, what careers have you considered?

5.  What are your primary interests outside of school?

6.  Which of these outside interests do you spend the most time pursuing?

7.  Why do you find this interest so appealing?

8.  What steps or events in your life led you to have an interest in this area? 

9.  If you could have a dream come true about your involvement in this interest, what would it be?

10.  Is there a topic that you are curious about that you would like to investigate either inside or outside of school? 

11.  Why are you curious about this topic?

12.  What steps or events in your life led you to be so curious about this topic?

SELECTING A TOPIC

Take time to select a topic thoughtfully.

Does this subject really interest you?  The Senior Project gives you the opportunity to select and design a major portion of your academic work.  Choosing a subject of genuine interest will make the work interesting and valuable to you.

Are mentors and ample sources of information readily available?  Material for your research should be obtainable.  Most important, community members and experts in the field are essential resources.  City and county libraries complement our limited high school resources.  College, university, and state libraries expand your capability to retrieve data.

Can a personally meaningful and challenging project be developed from this topic?  Whether you create a product, present a performance, or perform a service you need to feel that the work you do is meaningful and challenging to you.

Is the topic, along with the related project, one that you would want to present to an audience?  You must be willing to share your work with your teacher and with other students.

Can you focus the topic?  It is better to have a focused topic that is fully developed than a broad topic that cannot be adequately covered in a paper of the length required for this assignment. 

Does this topic offer a challenge?  If you are conducting real research you will discover new material-new facts, new ideas, new opinions, new insights.  Above all, you should select a topic that will allow you to go beyond your current base of knowledge, ideas, opinions and insights – a learning stretch.
Has the topic been agreed upon by the student, parent, and teacher?  It is important that your teacher, parents and others involved in the project understand the expectations and plans for your project.  Parents sign your project proposal to acknowledge their understanding of the project.  To facilitate this communication, you will complete a formal project proposal describing where and from whom the research will be collected, what the paper might cover, and what kind of project the topic might generate. 

MASTER CALENDAR 2011-2012

	Phase 1: Preliminary Planning



	Activities
	
Due Dates
	Delivery/Collection

	Completion of Personal Transition Plan
	Quarter 4 2010 - 2011
	PTP Coordinator and Counselor

	Introduction of Senior Project 
	Quarter 4 – May 16 – 17, 2011
	Grade 11 English

	Student Information Sheet, Letter of Intent and Project Proposal Initial Turn In (for completion of project hours over the summer)
	May 26, 2011


	Senior Project Coordinator

	Introduction of Senior Project
	August 2011
	Senior Project Informational Letters to Parents

	
	August 15 – August 26, 2011
	Grade 12 English

	
	August 31, 2011
	Senior/Parent Orientation

	Student Information Sheet, Letter of Intent, Project Proposal, Community Mentor Form, School Advisor Form, Parent Consent/Liability Release Form Initial Turn In
	August 29 – September 2, 2011 by 2:00pm


	Senior Project Coordinator

	Letter of Intent, Project Proposal, Mentor/Advisor Forms Initial Review
	September 6 – September 9, 2011
	Senior Project Advisory Board

	Final Community Mentor Form, School Advisor Form, Parent Consent/Liability Release Form, Final Letter of Intent, and Final Project Proposal Turn In
	September 16, 2011 by 2:00pm
	Senior Project Coordinator

	Letter of Intent, Project Proposal, Mentor/Advisor Forms Final Review
	September 19 – September 23, 2011
	Senior Project Advisory Board

	Phase 2: Research and Action



	Activities
	
Due Dates
	Delivery/Collection

	Plagiarism Information


	Quarter 1 and 2
	Grade 12 English

	Research:  Thesis, Outline, Notes, Drafts
	Quarter 1 and 2
	Grade 12 English

	Senior Research Paper Final Draft
	End of Quarter 2
	Grade 12 English

	Senior Project and Action


	Quarter 2 and 3
	Student

	Phase 3: Formal Presentation and Evaluation



	Senior Project Portfolio Turn In


	February 21 by 2:00pm


	Senior Project Coordinator

	Senior Project PowerPoint Presentation Copy - Saved to flash drive/Turn In
	March 1 by 2:00pm
	Senior Project Coordinator

	Senior Project Panel Presentations
	March 5, 2012
	Senior Project Presentation Panel 

	Senior Project Grade/Credit Awarded
	March 9, 2012


	Senior Project Coordinator

	Thank You Letters for Mentors


	March 2012
	Student


RESEARCH PAPER REQUIREMENTS

The Thesis Research Paper reflects the student’s personal and career interests, goals, values, and/or beliefs.  

Requirements:

Formatting Guidelines:

· A minimum of 5 pages

· Typed, double-spaced

· 12-point font size

· Times New Roman font style

· MLA Format

Source Requirements:

· 5 sources minimum including

· At least one book

· At least one magazine

· At least one internet sources

· At least one primary source

Research Paper Components:

· Title Page
· Outline with Thesis Statement
· Research Paper 
· Works Cited Page
Deadline:

RESEARCH PAPER

STUDENT

Student: _________________________

Date:  
 __________________________

Topic:  __________________________

Research Materials Discussed (Include all MLA related information for Works Cited Page:

1.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Student’s Signature:

_________________________________

MENTOR LOG

MENTOR

Mentor:  ______________________________

Occupation and/or area of expertise related to the area of study:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please provide a brief discussion on the meeting with the student.  Did you read over the source material with the student, answer questions, offer suggestions for further research, etc.?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Mentor’s Signature:

____________________________

STUDENT INFORMATION SHEET

Please provide the following information.  Please carefully review, type, save, and copy your Student Information before submitting.

	Name:


	

	Cell Phone:
	

	Email Address(es):
	

	English Teacher/Period:
	

	Period 1 Teacher:
	

	Cumulative GPA:
	

	Postsecondary Plans:
	

	Project Area of Interest:
	

	Parent/Guardian Name(s):
	

	Home Address:
	

	Parent/Guardian Phone (cell/home/work):
	


SENIOR PROJECT MENTOR/ADVISOR INFORMATION

Students participating in the Senior Project will want assistance from a variety of helpful individuals.  Mentors are essential to the Senior Project process for many reasons:

· Mentors may provide advice

· Mentors may help students think through problems

· Mentors may help students who don’t know how to proceed with their projects

· Mentors may help students by providing feedback about preliminary planning, research, and action

· Mentors may oversee and guide the action phase of the project

· Mentors may help students find valuable research and community resources

Students must have two mentors: a Community Mentor and a School Advisor.

Community Mentor: The Community Mentor should be an individual who has expertise in the field of research and action that the student is pursuing for his/her Senior Project.  The Community Mentor must be knowledgeable about the topic or project choice and must be willing to share his/her expertise.  The student should have a close working relationship with the Community Mentor during the action phase such that the Community Mentor is able to meet with the student and verify the student work hours.  The Community Mentor must be over the age of 21, and must not be a family member or significant other.  

School Advisor: The School Advisor must be an individual from the Kauai High School community.  This can be a teacher, counselor, or administrator who is willing to work with the student to provide support during the preliminary, research, and action phases.  School Advisors may help students by reviewing the Letter of Intent, Project Proposal, Research Paper, Portfolio, and by helping students to practice for the Panel Presentation.  Ideally the School Advisor has some knowledge or expertise in the field of the student’s project so that s/he can assist in both content and skills.

Students are responsible for finding their own Community Mentors/School Advisors.  Each Kauai High School staff member (School Advisor) should take a maximum of only three students.  School advisors and community members should get to know students and the projects before being asked to mentor.  Therefore, students should seek and select mentors as early as possible.  Generally, students are responsible for initiating contact and conferencing with their desired community mentors/school advisors, though, the mentors may also choose to initiate a conference if needed.  The kind of mentor each student works with will vary depending on project needs, personality, commitments, and a variety of other personal factors.  Students must plan and think carefully about this essential component of the Senior Project.

Kauai High School Community Mentor Job Description

Dear Community Mentor,

Thank you for mentoring one of Kauai High School’s students through his/her Senior Project.  It is because of the efforts of our community volunteers, like you, that this senior endeavor achieves success.  In order to make the experiences between you and your senior a worthwhile and rewarding one, let me briefly outline some of the things you can do to assist the student in successfully completing the Senior Project.

During your 20 hours of field work contact time, you may:


1.
Meet with the student on a regular basis to check his/her progress.  (approximately 5 times)


2.
Oversee the student’s 20 hours of field work, provide guidance and feedback as needed.  Sign the Field Work Log Sheet,


3.
Loan the student any materials that may help the student complete his/her field work.


4.
Encourage the student to perform at his/her maximum.


5.
Reassure the student that there is a light and success at the end of the tunnel.

Remember that a mentor is just that:  a guide.  You are not expected to do the paper or the field work for the student.  Furthermore, if you find that the student is simply not doing the work needed for successful completion, you are free to remove yourself as a mentor.  If this should happen, I would greatly appreciate a phone call informing me of the situation.  I can be reached at 808-274-3173, ext. 246.

Finally, let me thank you once again for your generosity.

Sincerely,

Divina Plowman

Kauai High School

Senior Project Coordinator

divina_plowman@notes.k12.hi.us

SENIOR PROJECT COMMUNITY MENTOR FORM
Each student must have two mentors to guide him/her through the processes of the Senior Project: Community Mentor and School Mentor.  The student must be engaged in one of three project options for at least 20 hours: job shadowing/mentorship, service learning/community service, or performance or problem-based student personal interest.  

A mentor must be over the age of 21, and must not be a family member or significant other.  A mentor must be knowledgeable about the topic or project choice and must be willing to share his/her expertise; meet with the student; and verify the student work hours.  Please carefully review, type, save, and copy your Student Information before submitting.
Mentor Name:
______________________________________________________

Address:  
______________________________________________________



______________________________________________________

Home Phone:
______________________________________________________

Work Phone:
______________________________________________________

Cell Phone: 
______________________________________________________

Email Address:_____________________________________________________

Best times/days mentor can be contacted: ________________________________

· Describe your mentor’s qualifications and/or background in the field in which you will be working.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

· Describe all of the ways your mentor will be helping you accomplish the Senior Project (i.e. reading the research paper rough draft, teaching a skill, monitoring the progress of the field work, listening to the student’s speech, etc.)

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Mentor Signature: _______________________________________________________

SENIOR PROJECT SCHOOL ADVISOR FORM
Each student must have two mentors to guide him/her through the processes of the Senior Project: Community Mentor and School Advisor.  The student must be engaged in one of three project options for at least 20 hours: job shadowing/mentorship, service learning/community service, or performance or problem-based student personal interest.  

A mentor/advisor must be over the age of 21, and must not be a family member or significant other.  A mentor/advisor must be knowledgeable about the topic or project choice and must be willing to share his/her expertise; meet with the student; and verify the student work hours.  Please carefully review, type, save, and copy your Mentor/Advisor forms before submitting.
School Advisor Name:     ______________________________________________

Address:  
______________________________________________________



______________________________________________________

Home Phone:
______________________________________________________

Work Phone:
______________________________________________________

Cell Phone: 
______________________________________________________

Email Address:_____________________________________________________

Best times/days mentor can be contacted: ________________________________

· Describe your mentor’s qualifications and/or background in the field in which you will be working.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

· Describe all of the ways your mentor will be helping you accomplish the Senior Project (i.e. reading the research paper rough draft, teaching a skill, monitoring the progress of the field work, listening to the student’s speech, etc.)

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Mentor Signature: _______________________________________________________

SENIOR PROJECT LETTER OF INTENT
The Letter of Intent allows you to communicate the plan for your Senior Project to the Senior Project Advisory Board.  Upon submission, your idea will be reviewed and approved before you begin your work.  Below is the template you should use for completing your Letter of Intent.  Please carefully review, type, save, and copy your Letter of Intent before submitting.
Your Street Address

City, State, Zip Code

Date

Senior Project Advisory Board

Kauai High School

3577 Lala Rd

Lihu’e, HI  96766

Dear Senior Project Advisory Board:

In this paragraph, describe the general area of interest for your project (art, science, law, etc., and why you are interested in this area.  Make sure you explain what you already know, experienced, or have accomplished in this area.

In the second paragraph, include the specific research your paper will focus on, some of the ideas you hope to include, and what possible sources you might use.

Begin this paragraph with a transitional sentence showing the relationship between your paper and your physical project.  Then describe your project: topic, people involved, potential cost, potential time spent, and possible resources.

Finally, explain your understanding of plagiarism and the repercussions of such an act.

Sincerely,




← 3 spaces and your signature

Your Name

Your final Letter of Intent will need the following signatures upon submission to the Senior Project Advisory Board:

Student: ___________________________________________  Date: ____________

Parent: ____________________________________________  Date: ____________

School Advisor: _____________________________________  Date: ____________

Secure a copy of your typed Letter of Intent with all signatures for accountability. 

SENIOR PROJECT PROPOSAL

The Senior Project Proposal allows you to think through and communicate the various stages of your project.  It also helps you to put your ideas on paper prior to finding your mentors.  Below are the questions you must answer in your Project Proposal.  Please carefully review, type, save, and copy your Project Proposal before submitting.
1. In one sentence, state the topic you are interested in researching for your Senior Project.

2. How did you become interested in the topic you have selected?  What do you already know about this topic?

3. State the THESIS you will address in your research paper.  (What would you like to learn more about your topic?  Write at least 3 “essential questions” you will answer upon completion of your research.)

4. How will your project be a “learning stretch” for you?  In other words, how will your project challenge you to perform beyond your current skills or knowledge?

5. What resources (books, magazines, websites, people, etc.) have you identified that will support your research and/or action?  

6. What kind of help will you need from your mentors?  How do you anticipate working with each of them?

7. What do you think your Senior Project Presentation will include?  What kind of multimedia would you like to use?  What do you want your audience to learn during your presentation?

Your final Project Proposal will need the following signatures upon submission to the Senior Project Advisory Board:

Student: ___________________________________________  Date: ____________

Parent: ____________________________________________  Date: ____________

School Advisor: _____________________________________  Date: ____________

Secure a copy of your typed Proposal with all signatures for accountability. 

Hawaii State Department of Education
Senior Project

Parent/Guardian Consent/Liability Release Form

Kauai High School

To the Parents/Guardians of _________________________________________,

Your son/daughter is about to embark upon an exciting educational journey!  The Senior Project will provide enormous benefits for your child both now and in the future.  Successful completion of the Senior Project is one of the requirements for the Board of Education Recognition Diploma.  In addition, the Senior Project is a valuable tool in determining your child’s mastery of the General Learner Outcomes and the Hawaii Content and Performance Standards.

Please take some time to discuss the project with your child, and initial each of the items below indicating that you have read, understood, and approve of each.

_____  I approve of my child’s selected research paper topic.

_____  I approve of my child’s selected project and understand that some of the work will


be completed outside of normal school hours.

_____  I approve of my child’s mentor.

_____  I acknowledge that the mentor selected is at least 21 years old, and is not a 


relative of my child.

_____  I understand that all transportation for work outside of the school day is the 


responsibility of the student or parent/guardian.

_____  I understand that all costs and risks associated with the project are the 


responsibility of the student or parent/guardian.

_____  I understand that the final project must be physically at school the day of the 
Senior Project presentation.  The Senior Project must be documented by photos and/or video in a PowerPoint presentation.

​​_____  I understand that the Senior Project is one of the requirements for the Board of


Education Recognition Diploma.  If my child fails to meet all requirements for the


Senior Project, then he/she will not be eligible for the Board of Recognition 


Diploma.

_____  I understand that integrity and honesty are just as important as all other 


components of the Senior Project.  Any suspicion that my child has plagiarized


or has been dishonest in any aspect of the Senior Project process may result in 

the appropriate consequences as stated in the State’s Chapter 19 Rules and Regulations.

I understand that the school, complex area, State, and their agents are not responsible for all potential risks resulting from the Senior Project.  Accordingly, I release Kauai High School, the Kauai Complex Area, the Hawaii State Department of Education and their agents from all claims arising from any financial obligation incurred, and damage, injury, or accident suffered while my child participates in the Senior Project.

Parent/Guardian’s Name (Print)
___________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature 
___________________________________  Date  __________

School Mentor’s Signature 
___________________________________  Date  __________

KAUAI HIGH  SENIOR PROJECT 

STUDENT COMMITMENT FORM
As a senior at Kauai High School, I, _________________________, am aware that I must pass all components of the Senior Project to earn the Board of Education Diploma and/or Graduation cord.  I understand that once I make the decision to complete the Senior Project, I must stay committed to completing all requirements and cannot drop out.

I understand that integrity and honesty are important components of the Senior Project.  Any suspicion that I have plagiarized or have been dishonest in any aspect of the Senior Project process may result in a referral to the school’s Senior Project Advisory Board, administration, or other appropriate authority resulting in my not receiving a Board of Education Recognition Diploma.

I understand that the project of my choice is my decision, made independently of the staff and the administration of the high school.  All consequences of the project choice including but not limited to costs, safety, production or experience, rest solely with the student and parent.

Student Signature _____________________________________________

Date__________________

SENIOR PROJECT/PORTFOLIO REQUIREMENTS

· Personal Transition Plan completed

· Course and credit requirements for graduation

· Cumulative Grade Point Average of 3.0 or higher

· Thesis Research Paper, completed with passing grade

· Senior Project Portfolio, containing the following

· Letter of Intent

· Senior Project Proposal

· Mentor Information Sheet

· Parent/Guardian Consent/Liability Release Form

· Thesis Research Paper

· Research Paper Mentor Log/Research Paper Evaluation

· Daily Senior Project Mentor/Learning Logs documenting a total of 20 hours worth of work with mentor signatures

· Project Activity Log

· Resume (optional)

· Other relevant materials and supporting documents 

· Optional:  PTP, College acceptance letters, Postsecondary planning documents, etc.

· 8 to 15 minute oral presentation. “Senior Panels” 

· Multimedia support – i.e. PowerPoint presentation

SENIOR PROJECT 

MENTOR LEARNING LOGS
During your work with the Senior Project, you are required to keep a documentation of 20 hours that you spent working on your project and/or working with your mentor.  This documentation will help you to stay on task by writing down what you have experienced, learned, and accomplished; what worked and didn’t work; and what steps are needed to be done next.  It also helps you to keep track of the time, thoughts, effort, and the “learning stretch” you have completed.  These logs will be a part of your Senior Project Portfolio that the evaluators will review before your oral presentation.  Therefore, please keep accurate, clearly written, typed logs. 

Student Name:

__________________________________

Topic:


__________________________________

Period:


____________

Date:


____________

Description of Meeting: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Number of Hours:
____________

Mentor Signature: ___________________________________________________

Kauai High School Senior Project
Project Activity Log
Student:_________________________________________

Project:__________________________________________
	

	Date of Activity
	Description of Activity
	Identify one success or challenge
	Hours Completed

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Total Number of Hours Completed ___________________

Community Mentor Verification Signature ________________________________

Date____________________________

LETTER TO THE JUDGES FORMAT
The letter to the Judges should be the first page of your portfolio.

Your Address

City, State, Zip Code

Date

Senior Project Panel Judges

Kauai High School

3577 Lala Road

Lihue, HI 96766

Dear Panel Judges:

Paragraph 1:  Discuss your personal interest and background as they relate to your Senior Project. Tell the judges something about your accomplishments and challenges during your high school years. Help them to get to know you.

Paragraph 2:  Explain why you chose your particular research topic and the ultimate project you spent time preparing. Discuss the easiest and hardest parts of Senior Project for you. Tell about the assistance you got from your mentor and others.

Paragraph 3:
  Tell the judges what you learned from doing Senior Project.  What skills did you gain from doing it? What lessons (positive and negative) did you learn? What would you advise future students as they approach their Senior Project year?

Paragraph 4:  Thank the judges for taking the time to look at your portfolio and to hear your presentation.

Sincerely,

(3 Spaces- Your Signature)

Your Name

SENIOR PROJECT PRESENTATION INFORMATION

The final phase of the Senior Project, Senior Panels, will take place on the afternoon of April 28. Students will stand before a panel of judges and present their completed research and projects. Staff and community members with expertise in the students’ chosen areas will serve on the panels of judges.

Students must present for 8 to 10 minutes (no more than 15 minutes) and then answer any questions the judges may ask.  Students will be graded on the content of their speeches, their delivery, their visual aids and their ability to field questions.

Students should be able to explain the connection between their research and their projects as well as what they have learned about themselves in the course of completing their projects.

	PREPARING FOR SENIOR PANELS




1. Review the Panel Presentation Rubric to understand how you will be evaluated by the panel judges.

2. A presentation rehearsal is scheduled for April 21. Details to follow.

3. Dress professionally.

4. Judges will want to know:

a. What did you produce or perform?

b. What did you learn in your research?

c. How are your project and paper related?

d. How did you grow and learn in this experience?

5. Let your confidence and your pride of accomplishment shine through when you speak!

	PREPARING YOUR PRESENTATION




Please prepare an 8 to 15 minute presentation explaining the topic of your research paper, the relationship between the paper you have written and the project and a discussion of your project.

Required Elements include:

· An interesting introduction leading to a thesis or statement of purpose.

· Well-developed, well-organized points supporting the statement of purpose and transitions between ideas.

· A visual aid

· A conclusion that summarizes and leaves a memorable impression.

Remember to:

· Show enthusiasm! This is your project, your choice. Show your involvement in the subject, your thinking about it and your passion for it! 

· Develop your ideas! How deeply have you thought about this? Who have you consulted about it? How well can you help the judges visualize what you did for the project?

· Use a creative introduction! Get the judges interested in the speech immediately! Do not say, “My project is about dancing.”

Presentation Guideline:

1. Content

a. Introduction – attention getter, state your project purpose clearly

b. Body 

· Paper info – about thesis, development, learning about topic, the best thing about the process

· Link between the research paper and physical project

· What IS the project? Be specific. What did you learn during each phase?  What challenges did you face/overcome? What made you proud, excited, frustrated, sad, etc.

· How you stretched and grew as an individual during the process and what this told you about yourself. Why this is important to future seniors and advice you have for them.

· Discuss your future plans after graduation.

c. Conclusion – with clincher/attention-getter, make impact!

2. Delivery

· Eyes – eye contact with everyone in the room – no reading from cards

· Voice – loud, clear and confident

· Posture/gestures – stand straight, walk around and use visual(s)

· Formal language – no slang, ums, ands, likes, you knows….

Other ideas to consider as you develop your speech:

· Why is this paper and project area important to me? To anyone else?

· What do I hope to gain from the process?

· What skills did I learn or need to learn for both the paper and the project?

· How will those skills benefit me later in life?

· What learning steps did I go through?

· What were some obstacles I had to overcome? How did I overcome them?

· What was the toughest part of the paper and the project? How was I able to overcome this?

· How should future students approach the Senior Project? Why?

SENIOR PROJECT PRESENTATION OUTLINE

I. Introduction

a. What is your name (first and last)

b. What issue did you research

c. Why did you choose this topic

II. Body

a. Describe three things you found out about your subject while researching your paper (thesis)

b. What did you learn in research that aided in producing the product?  Was it different from your actual experience?

c. Explain how the product relates to the research

d. What steps did you use in producing the product?

i. What difficulties did you experience and how did you overcome them?

ii. What successes did you experience and how did you get there?

e. Share finding/experience

III. Conclusion

a. What did you learn from doing the project?

b. How were this project and product an educational stretch for you?

c. What did you learn about yourself?

d. Thank your judges and audience members for their time

IV. Q & A

PRESENTATION CHECKLIST

_____ Hook

_____
Introduce self

_____ Introduce topic

_____ Share why you chose the topic

_____
Describe at least 3 interesting things from research paper

_____
Research aid

_____
Explain HOW product relates to research

_____
Steps in producing product (keep it simple)

_____
State what the PRODUCT is

_____
PRODUCT:

_____
Share what you learned

_____
Discuss learning stretches


(state 1st learning stretch, 2nd learning stretch etc. and why it is a learning stretch)

_____
Discuss 3 challenges and how you overcame the challenges

_____
Share personal learning about self (impact made you)

_____ Within time limit

_____
Use of at least 2 types of visual aid


_____ Aid 1:
_____________________________


_____
Aid 2:
_____________________________


_____
Aid 3:
_____________________________

THANK YOU LETTER TO MENTOR

The thank you letter to your mentor should be mailed as soon as possible after your Senior Project Presentation.

Your Address

City, State, Zip Code

Date

Name of your Mentor

Company

Address line 1

Address line 2

City, State, Zip Code

Dear __________________:

Paragraph 1:  Mention exactly what you are thanking your mentor for. For example, a statement beginning with, “I want to thank you for all of the hours you spent helping me ________.” Express your thanks simply and directly.

Paragraph 2:  Include a couple of lines that say specifically what you appreciate about your mentor: a specific quality, feature or action would be appropriate.  For example, “You were always there when I needed you and you always seemed happy to see me when I arrived for our session,” or “You had such great patience with me, even when I made really big mistakes.” Just be sure that you are honest in your comments.

Paragraph 3:  End the note with a general statement such as, “You have really made a difference in my life and for that I am truly grateful,” or “My Senior Project would not have turned out so well without your help,” or “You have really opened my eyes to how helpful an adult can be,” or “I hope that you will continue to mentor young people, because you have so much to offer.”

Sincerely,

(3 Spaces- Sign your name here)

Your Name

THESIS RESEARCH PAPER SAMPLE RUBRIC

Name ___________________________________________________________

Research Paper Title _______________________________________________

	Research Paper  Format                        
	Points Earned
	Points Possible
	

	Title Page
	
	5
	Title page formatted in MLA style

	Heading 
	
	5
	Heading formatted in MLA style

	Outline
	
	5
	Outline follows organizational pattern of paper

	Page Numbering
	
	5
	Last name and page number on upper right hand corner of all pages after title page

	In-Text Citations
	
	10
	References follow MLA standards

	Works Cited Page
	
	20
	Source information complete, listed alphabetically.  Indented second and subsequent lines; all MLA conventions followed.

	TOTAL


	
	50
	


	Research Paper Content
	Points Earned
	Points Possible
	

	Thesis
	
	10
	Clear statement with position (topic + opinion in 3rd person)

	Sources/Support/Evidence
	
	30
	-Position supported with research

-Sources cited within text

-Discussion/commentary follows

	Meaning
	
	20
	Position argued in a thought-provoking, persuasive manner

	Voice
	
	10
	Honest, reasoned, persuasive tone

	Clarity
	
	10
	Clear, effective word choice, varied sentence structure resulting in naturally flowing sentences

	Design
	
	10
	Effective introduction, conclusion and organization; logically developed argument

	Conventions
	
	10
	Correct/standard grammar, usage, punctuation, spelling

	TOTAL


	
	100
	


TOTAL _______________/ 150
COMMENTS:

KAUAI HIGH SCHOOL

SENIOR PROJECT

PORTFOLIO EVALUATION RUBRIC

Scoring:

4 = Excellent (complete, clearly stated, error free)

3 = Proficient (complete, a few minor errors)

2 = Partially Proficient (some items complete, errors, omissions)

1 = Novice (incomplete, major errors and omissions)
Student Name:  _____________________________________________________

	Section I – REQUIRED CONTENT

	
	ADVANCED
	PROFICIENT
	PARTIALLY

PROFICIENT
	NOVICE

	1. Table of Contents
	4
	3
	2
	1

	2. Letter to the Judges
	4
	3
	2
	1

	3. Letter of Intent
	4
	3
	2
	1

	4. Senior Project Proposal
	4
	3
	2
	1

	5. Mentor Information Sheet
	4
	3
	2
	1

	6. Parent/Guardian Consent/Liability Release
	4
	3
	2
	1

	7. Thesis Research Paper
	4
	3
	2
	1

	8. Research Paper Mentor Log or Research Paper Evaluation
	4
	3
	2
	1

	9. Mentor/Learning Logs (documentation of hours)
	4

22+ hrs
	3

20 hrs
	2

18 hrs
	1

<18 hrs


	Section II – CREATIVITY / APPEARANCE

	
	ADVANCED
	PROFICIENT
	PARTIALLY

PROFICIENT
	NOVICE

	COVER DESIGN contains graphic/visual related to project topic; title of project; student name; pleasing composition and appropriate use of space.
	4
	3
	2
	1

	PROFESSIONAL APPEARANCE (visually appealing, organized, neat, clean, purposeful and functional)
	4
	3
	2
	1


	Section III – SUPPLEMENTAL CONTENT

	
	Included

	1. Resume
	3

	2. Letter of recommendation
	3

	3. College/Post-Secondary Plans
	3

	4. Other
	3

	5. Other
	3


Score:

· Required Content (minimum 27)

__________

· Creativity / Appearance (minimum 6)
__________

· Supplemental Content (minimum 9)
__________
Total_________
Evaluator’s Name: _____________________________________________

           KAUA HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR PROJECT 

           PANEL PRESENTATION RUBRIC

Student’s Name: ____________________________



       Research Topic:_____________________________

	                                                Evaluation Area:    CONTENT

                                            Minimum Score:    15

	
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Partially Proficient
	Novice

	INTRODUCTION

· Immediately engaging

· Unique, creative attention-getter

· Purpose clearly, concisely stated
	4
	3
	2
	1



	BODY

· All main ideas and points presented are supported by accurate and many relevant details

· Essential question, research thesis, career interest and project outcomes are related to the project and are addressed clearly and concisely
	4
	3
	2
	1

	“LEARNING STRETCH”

· 2-3 personal challenges presented; challenges were clearly related to the project and presented concisely
	4
	3
	2
	1

	CONCLUSION

· Clearly and concisely summarizes important details from the body

· Results of research thesis and essential question are clearly understood
	4
	3
	2
	1

	ORGANIZATION

· Ideas flow in a logical manner that maintains panel’s attention throughout presentation

· Adheres to time constraints
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Total Score  _______
	Comments:


	

	                                             Evaluation Area:       DELIVERY

                                             Minimum Score:        24

	LANGUAGE

· Word choice and style are appropriate, creative and exciting

· Transitions are used appropriately and effectively

· If used, slang is meaningful, adding to presentation effectiveness
	4
	3
	2
	1

	OVERALL DRESS/APPEARANCE

· Very professional

· Clothes are very neat and appropriate

· Very well groomed
	4
	3
	2
	1

	VERBAL

· Volume, rate, clarity and pace are used effectively throughout the whole presentation, consistently engaging the audience

· No use of verbal fillers such as “Um…”
	4
	3
	2
	1

	DELIVERY (continued)
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Partially Proficient
	Novice

	NON-VERBAL

· Poise and posture enhance the presentation
	4
	3
	2
	1

	EYE CONTACT

· Not reading; completes entire presentation without notes

· Makes eye contact with all members of the audience effectively
	4
	3
	2
	1

	COURTESY

· Punctual, well-prepared, addressed panel of experts by name and with respect and confidence
	4
	3
	2
	1

	MULTIMEDIA USE

· Use of PowerPoint and/or audiovisual aids enhances the presentation


	4
	3
	2
	1

	TIME-LIMIT

·  Presentation is 10-15 minutes long
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Total Score  _______
	Comments:


	

	                                           Evaluation Area:      QUESTION & ANSWER

                                           Minimum Score:       6

	IMPROMPTU SKILLS

· Very relaxed

· Delivers answers with extreme confidence

· Pauses appropriately if necessary
	4
	3
	2
	1

	QUALITY & REPSONSES

· Answers accurately reflect senior project outcome

· Responses are to the point, accurate and appropriate
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Total Score  _______
	Comments:

	

	                                           Evaluation Area:       STUDENT PORTFOLIO

                                        Minimum Score:        6

	CONTENT

· Well-organized

· Very complete (no gaps in time)

· Documentation of the learning experience is clearly and concisely evident

· Substantial relevant documentation


	4
	3
	2
	1

	APPEARANCE

· Very neat and accurate, displays personal creativity which is truly unique
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Total Score   _______
	Comments:




SCORES:

Content
_________



Delivery
_________

Q & A

_________

Student

Portfolio
_________

TOTAL

SCORE:

      


Senior Project Contact Information

Senior Project Coordinators

Divina Plowman

Email:  divina_plowman@notes.k12.hi.us
Room:  R-3

Phone:  808-274-3173, ext. 246

Cell Phone:  808-651-9082

Marc Wallerich

Email:  marc_wallerich@notes.k12.hi.us
Room:  R-3

Phone:  808-274-3173, ext. 240




Student’s Name: ___________________________________________





Evaluator’s Name: ________________________________	Room #: _____________





Additional Comments: 





__________________________________________________________________________________





__________________________________________________________________________________





__________________________________________________________________________________





__________________________________________________________________________________





__________________________________________________________________________________





__________________________________________________________________________________





__________________________________________________________________________________








DUE DATE: 


BY 2:00 PM





Deadline Met:   Y      N


Date Rec’d __________








Kaua’i High School


3577 Lala Road


Lihue, HI, 96766


Phone: (808) 274-3160


Fax: (808) 274-3170








The glory comes from 


daring to begin.





Class of 2012
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