








August 2009
Dear 2nd Grade Family,

Welcome to 2nd grade! This is going to be a great year for your child. We have many exciting activities planned. I would like to start out by introducing myself. My name is Cara Jacobs and this is my third year teaching at Greenbrook School.  I graduated from North Central College with a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education and a minor in Spanish.  I am currently pursuing a master’s degree in education with bilingual/ELL endorsements from Aurora University.  I love to read, exercise, and travel. I find teaching extremely rewarding and I cannot wait to see your child grow throughout the year!
Listed below is some important information that may be helpful throughout the year.

Classroom Telephone: (630)894-4432
Email Address: cjacobs@esd20.org
Class Website Address: www.teacherweb.com/il/greenbrook/cjacobs
Special Schedule:

	Day
	Time
	Class

	Monday 
	1:05-1:35
	Music

	Tuesday
	1:05-1:35
	Music

	Wednesday
	1:35-2:05
	PE

	Thursday
	2:05-3:05
	Art

	Friday
	1:05-1:35
	P.E.


G.A.T.O.R. Folder/Homework
The children will be receiving a Gator Folder the first week of school. This folder is VERY important and needs to be brought home and to school everyday. Important information will be sent home in this folder, such as weekly spellings words, homework, and notes from the school and teacher. Every Monday, I will send home a packet of graded work. Please take the time to review your student’s work. Every Friday, I will send home a classroom newsletter. 
Homework will be sent home daily in your student’s GATOR Folder. Homework will help your student practice the skills we have learned during the day. Homework needs to be returned the next day in your student’s GATOR Folder. Everyday I will record that your child has turned in his/her homework. 
In addition to homework assignments, I also encourage students to spend at least 15 minutes every evening reading. This extra reading practice at home will greatly help your child to master the skills we’ve been learning at school. Please read with your child every evening!
Science/Social Studies
Our science themes this year are the moon, oceans and ocean animals, energy and balance and motion. In social studies the children will be learning about various topics related to culture, geography, history, economics, and citizenship.  

Behavior

Students are expected to follow all school rules as well as the rules/routines within our classroom. A very important part of 2nd grade is learning to develop positive relationships with others and showing respect to everyone on a constant basis.  Our school and classroom rules are Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and Be Safe. 
If a child chooses to not follow the rules, the consequences will follow the behavior chart on the next page. Serious issues/concerns will be addressed by either Mr. Tecktiel or Mr. Gustafson. 
“Star of the Week”

Each week a new student (chosen at random) will have the opportunity to share with the class different things about himself/herself.  I will send home a note on Friday with a student and on Monday he/she will be responsible for bringing in items listed on the note, such as special pictures and an “All About Me” poster.  We will display information about the student on our “Star of the Week” bulletin board, and the student will have the chance to share the items he/she brought in. Other students will have a chance to ask “the star” questions.  This is a great way to make our children feel good about themselves as individuals!
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I am truly looking forward to this year and am very excited to be working with you and your child.  Thank you for all of your support. Together WE can make a difference in your child’s education and guide your child to become a life-long learner!!

Thank you,
Ms. Jacobs
