NAME: ________________________________________________________________________

SOCIAL STUDIES-PERIOD_________________ TEAM ___________________


111 Terms for 6th Grade Social Studies

1. Nomads are people who do not have a single, settled home and travel to find food.

2. History is recorded events of people.

3. Prehistory is the time period before writing was invented.

4. Stories passed on by word of mouth are oral traditions.

5. A person who examines written records is an historian.

6. A scientist who examines old objects is an archeologist.

7. The Old Stone Age is the time period in prehistory when people survived by hunting and gathering.

8. When people planted seeds of wild grasses and began farming, 11,000 years ago, the New Stone Age began.

9. People learned to tame or domesticate animals during the New Stone Age.

10. A group of people, similar backgrounds, wealth and ways of living is called a social class.

11. A civilization is a society characterized by cities, art, written laws, and architecture. 

12. An artisan is a skilled worker.

13. Irrigation supplies land with water from another place.

14. When you have more than is needed, it is a surplus.
15. Belief in many gods is polytheism.
16. Monotheism is the belief in one god.

17. A scribe is a person who is trained to read and write.

18. City- states are independent cities with an independent government.

19. Mesopotamia is another name for the Fertile Crescent which is the land in between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.

20. Civilizations rise and fall due to conflict, conquest and the reorganization of power and wealth.

21. Many territories controlled by one government is called an empire.
22. Hammurabi’s Code was important because the laws were written down and people could understand what those laws were.

23. Cuneiform was the first form of writing based upon lines and wedges and allowed for the record keeping of achievements and business transactions.

24. Exile is when a person is forced to live in another country.

25. The scattering of people is called diaspora.
26. The Ten Commandments were important because they set expectations for moral behavior.

27. A rock filled rapid in a river is a cataract.

28. A delta is an area of rich farmland shaped like a triangle and formed by several streams.

29. Silt is essential in farming along the Nile River because of it is rich fertile soil.

30. A pharaoh was a ruler of Egypt who people believed was a god on Earth. 

31. When there is a family of rulers, this is called a dynasty.

32.  A person who rules for a child until the child is old enough to rule him/herself is called a regent.
33. The Egyptians believed in the afterlife or life after death.

34. In order to get to the next life, the body must be preserved or mummified.
35. An astronomer is a scientist who studies the objects and stars in the sky.

36. Hieroglyphics were symbols or pictures that stood for an idea, thing or sound.

37. Land surrounded on three sides by water is a peninsula.

38. A long poem that tells a story is an epic.

39. An acropolis is a high, rocky place.

40. A city that is an independent nation is called a city-state.
41. An aristocrat is a member of a rich and powerful family.

42. A tyrant is a ruler who seizes power by force.

43. A form of government where people govern themselves is called a democracy.

44. A tribute is a payment made to Athens by its allies.

45. If you are immortal, you can live forever.

46. A philosopher uses the power of the mind to understand natural events.

47. Some of the most famous Greek plays were tragedies, serious plays that usually ended in disaster for the main character.

48. An agora is a public market or meeting place where government buildings were located.

49. A widespread disease is called a plague.

50. The surrounding and closing of a harbor is called a blockade.

51. An uncivilized person is called a barbarian.

52. To murder someone purposely is called assassination.

53. Hellenistic cities were those modeled after ancient Greece.

54. During the Golden Age, Athens made amazing achievements in the arts, philosophy, and literature.

55. Alexander the Great spread Greek culture throughout the known world.

56. A type of government where a leader is elected by citizens is called a republic.

57. Patricians are upper class citizens of Rome.

58. An ordinary citizen is called a plebeian.

59. A leader of Rome who only served for one year was called a consul.

60. The Latin word for forbid is veto.

61. A dictator is a leader who was granted the powers of a king for six months to deal with an emergency.

62. A section of the Roman Empire was called a province.

63. An aqueduct was a structure that carried water over a long distance.

64. A circus was a form of entertainment held in an outside arena.

65. A savior, someone who would bring justice and freedom, is called a messiah.

66. A follower of someone is called a disciple.

67. Stories in the Bible written by the disciples Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, were called Gospels.

68. Letters written by Paul to Christian groups in distant cities were called epistles.

69. A person who gives his / her life for a cause is called a martyr.

70. A mercenary is a foreign soldier who fights because he is being paid.

71. Inflation is where there is more money, but the money has less value.

72. Christianity became the official religion in the Roman Empire under the emperor Constantine.

73. The fall of Rome began with weak, corrupt rulers.

74. A narrow passage or channel that links two larger bodies of water is called a strait.
75. A schism is a split caused by a difference or opinion about religious ideas.

76. The movement of early Muslims from Mecca to Yathrib in 622 was called a hijra.
77. A muezzin is the man who called Muslims to prayer each day.

78. Ramadan is a month in the Islamic calendar, during which all Muslims must fast between sunrise and sunset.

79. The Quran is the Muslim holy book.

80. A caliph was the leader of the Muslim people.

81. A Muslim house of worship is called a mosque.
82. Baghdad was the capital of the Muslim empire during Islam’s golden age.

83. Military expeditions to win control of the Holy Land from the Turks were called the Crusades.
84. The term medieval means from the Middle Ages.

85. A traveling performer who sang about the deeds of knights was called a troubadour.
86. In Europe, in the Middle Ages, a large estate that was owned by a lord was a manor.
87. The clergy were people who served the Church in the Middle Ages.

88. The Magna Carta was the agreement between King John of England and his nobles that limited his power.

89. Parliament was the council that advised the king or queen of England on government matters.

90. The noble qualities of knights, during the Middle Ages, were called chivalry.
91. A guild was an association made up of all the people in a town who had a certain trade.

92. Excommunication was to prevent someone from participating in church life.

93. The period in European history from about A.D. 500 to 1500 was known as the Middle Ages.
94. An unpaid worker who is being trained in a craft is an apprentice.
95. Feudalism was a system of power in Europe, in which the kings and queens had the most power, followed by nobles, knights, and peasants.

96. A vassal was a person who swore loyalty to a lord in the Middle Ages.

97. During a new age in Europe, an absolute monarch was a ruler who had total power over every aspect of life in a country.

98. The belief that a king’s right to rule came directly from God was called divine right.
99. The Renaissance was the rebirth of learning in Europe between A.D. 1300 and 1600.

100. The Reformation was a new, great change in religion intended to reform religious customs.

101. Official pardons given by the pope in exchange for money were called indulgences.
102. Protestants were people who protested against the Roman Catholicism.

103. Leonardo da Vinci was an Italian artist and scientist of the Renaissance.

104. Michelangelo was the Italian artist of the Renaissance who painted the Sistine Chapel.

105. Martin Luther was a German teacher who caused the Reformation of the 1500s in revolt against the Roman Catholic Church.

106. An expert sailor is called a navigator.
107. The astrolabe was an instrument that measured latitude during the age of exploration.

108. Ferdinand Magellan was a Portuguese sailor whose crews were the first to sail around the world.

109. Christopher Columbus reached the Americas in an attempt to sail west to Asia.

110. Louis XIV was the king of France from 1643 to 1715 and the symbol of absolute monarchy; he also expanded France’s borders in a series of wars.

111. A conquistador was a Spanish conqueror.







