Lightning begins in a cloud and can move towards the ground.

Hurricanes over warm ocean water (over 80° F), These powerful storms are fueled by the heat energy that is released when water vapor condenses (turns into liquid water -- rain).

Many forest fires are caused by lightning strikes and careless people.

A typical bolt is about 3 to 4 miles in length, but some have been measured as long as 90 miles, or as short as a few feet.
It is extremely dangerous to stay outside during a thunderstorm.

Lightning strikes from cloud to ground, ground to cloud or cloud to cloud.

During a tornado it is safest to be on the floor closest to the ground, away from windows.

An average bolt of lightning can soar to temperatures of approximately 50,000°F, five times hotter than the surface of the sun, and can contain as much as 200 million volts of electricity.

Swimming during a thunderstorm is one of the most dangerous things you can do. Lightning regularly strikes water, and since water conducts electricity, a nearby lightning strike could kill or injure you.

A waterspout is a tornado over water. Waterspouts are common along the southeast U.S. coast -- especially off southern Florida and the Keys -- and can happen over seas, bays and lakes worldwide. Although waterspouts are always tornadoes by definition; they don't officially count in tornado records unless they hit land. They are smaller and weaker than the most intense Great Plains tornadoes, but still can be quite dangerous. Waterspouts can overturn small boats, damage ships, do significant damage when hitting land, and kill people.

The center of a hurricane is called an eye.

Evaporation is when liquid water warms and is changed into gas.

	When lightning strikes, it actually comes up from the ground first (called a leader stroke), this stroke makes the air within it conductive.


Lightning can strike any location more than once. It may take as little as less than ten minutes within a single thunderstorm, or longer than a million years. A strike to any location does nothing to change the electrical activity in the storm above, which will produce another strike as soon as it 'recharges'. The previously hit location is then just as fair game for the next discharge as any other spot.

Condensation is when a gas is cooled and it changes into a liquid.

