
Rooftop Playground in Our Future  

The Bulldog Express 
St .  Edmund Par ish  School  Newspaper  

,ÖÚÛɯ2Ûȭɯ$ËÔÜÕËɀÚɯÚÛÜɪ

dents, especially the pre-

schoolers, are very excited 

about an upcoming change 

to our school of epic pro-

portions. This exciting de-

velopment is the construc-

tion of an outdoor, rooftop 

playground and garden.  

3ÏÈÕÒÚɯÛÖɯ2Ûȭɯ$ËÔÜÕËɀÚɯ

preschool teachers, Andrea 

de Avila, Kakie Conroy -

Lovaas, Jennie Izaguierra, 

and Doris Loong, who 

identified the opportunity 

and prepared the grant 

application,  and the Scholastic 

Be Big Sweepstakes, our school 

has won a $25,000 grant to 

build a playground and gar-

den on the maintenance shed 

roof next to the preschool rooms. 

Students will enter the play-

ground area through a new door 

built at the back of the PK-3 room.  

This is another giant step toward 

improving our school.  Just last 

year, we won another contest 

Ú×ÖÕÚÖÙÌËɯÉàɯ"ÈÔ×ÉÌÓÓɀÚɯ+ÈÉÌÓÚɯ

for Education and the 

Grammy Foundation -- 

Gavin DeGraw per-

formed at our school and 

we won 100,000 points to 

purchase school supplies. 

Perhaps we just have 

good luck.  Eighth grader 

Colby Menefee believes, 

Chris Jenig and Andre Steward 
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PK-3 and PK-4 students react to the big news. 

Ɂ6ÌɯËÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÎÖÖËɯÓÜÊÒȭɯɯ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯ

ÛÏÐÚɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÐÚɯÉÓÌÚÚÌËȭɂɯɯ 

Terry Ozima, longtime parent 

and school board 

ÔÌÔÉÌÙȮɯÚÛÈÛÌËȮɯɁ(Ûɯ

ÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÐÕÊÙÌËÐÉÓÌȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯ

an awesome location 

ÈÕËɯÐÛɀÚɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÛÏÈÛɯ

ÞÌɀÓÓɯÏÈÝÌɯÖÕÌɯÈÍÛÌÙɯ

ÈÓÓɯÛÏÌÚÌɯàÌÈÙÚȭɂɯ'Ìɯ

also thanked Scholas-

tic, American Family 

Insurance, and Chi-

cago Cares for giving 

us this opportunity.      

Plans have already 

begun for  the neces-

sary structural improvements 

and the layout of the playground 

and garden. Spanish teacher and 

parish/school Development Co-

ordinator Mrs. Allori advised us 

that it may take three to four 

months to build, once construc-

tion begins this summer, and that 

ÐÛɀÚɯɁÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÒÐÕÎȭɂɯɯ Íɪ

ter asking a few preschoolers 

about the playground, they said 

that they were very excited and 

that they wanted to slide first. 

The construction of this play-

ground will indeed make a his-

toric mark on this school.  

PK-3 and PK-4 teachers celebrate playground grant with Clifford 



     (ÛɀÚɯÈɯÚÛÙÌÌÛɯÊÖÕÌȮɯÐÛɀÚɯÈÕɯ

orange, no -- ÐÛɀÚɯ.ÙÈÕÎÌÔÈÕȵɯ

This masked crusader has 

been protecting and confus-

ing the good citizens of Oak 

Park with his lightning 

speed and bright outlook, 

but who is he and what does 

he want? The phenomenon 

known as Orangeman first 

appeared around the begin-

ning of the school year at the 

gates of the school, sporting 

an orange full body spandex 

suit, complete with a full 

head, identity -concealing 

ÔÈÚÒȭɯ'ÌɀÚɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯƙɀƛɂɯÈÕËɯ

highly mysterious.  There 

have been a number of Or-

angeman sightings in the 

Oak Park area.  Alert citizens 

have spotted him running on 

./1%ɀÚɯÛÙÈÊÒȮɯÙÈÊÐÕÎɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

7/11 on South and Euclid, 

and, most frequently, streak-

ing in a blaze of color through 

the school grounds.   

The strange orange dude 

ÏÈÚɯÌÝÌÕɯɁÈÔÉÜÚÏÌËɂɯÖÙɯ

ɁÚÈÝÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯÈÕɯÜÕÒÕÖÞÕɯ

ËÈÕÎÌÙɂɯȹËÌ×ÌÕËÐÕÎɯÖÕɯàÖÜÙɯ

point of view) two of these 

reporters, Shawn Trimble and 

Andre Steward, an event 

videotaped by Shawn on his 

smart phone.  Although the 

eighth graders tried to restrain 

and unmask Orangeman, his 

superior strength and skills al-

lowed him to escape, leaving the 

two students slightly stunned. 

To some, Orangeman is an inspi-

ÙÈÛÐÖÕȭɯɯ3ÖɯÖÛÏÌÙÚȮɯÏÌɀÚɯÈɯËÐÚÛÙÈÊɪ

tion.  Shawn Trimble is one who 

now believes Orangeman is a 

ÓÖÊÈÓɯÏÌÙÖȭɯɯ'ÌɯÛÖÓËɯÜÚȮɯɁ3ÏÈÛɯÖÙɪ

ange guy came out of nowhere, 

but we got along and I bought 

him a sugar-free Red Bull.  Go 

.ÙÈÕÎÌÔÈÕȵɂɯɯ.ÙÈÕÎÌÔÈÕɀÚɯÚÌɪ

cret identity was almost revealed to 

all, however, when he was appre-

hended by Mrs. Krems while racing 

past the Pleasant Street doors.  

Other adults seem to share the opin-

ion that Orangeman is a nuisance.  

Orangeman has been keeping a low 

profile ever since his near-exposure.   

Who is this covered person of 

ÔàÚÛÌÙàȳɯ2ÖÔÌɯÚÈàɯÐÛɀÚɯ)ÖÌɯÍÙÖÔɯ

!ÙÖÖÒÚȮɯÖÛÏÌÙÚɯÐÕÚÐÚÛɯÐÛɀÚɯ,ÐÒÌɯÍÙÖÔɯ

Julian. Some even claim it is Alec 

from Ascension.  When will we see 

Orangeman roaming the streets of 

Oak Park again?  And, most impor-

tantly, who is Orangeman?  These 

reporters will stay on this story until 

these questions are answered.  Stay 

tuned.  BOM BOM 

BOMMMMMMM !?!?!?  
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Who is this Mysterious Masked Man? 

The Bulldog Express 

 Colby Menefee, Andre Steward, and Shawn Trimble 

Kindergarteners at the Pumpkin Farm 



she loves the TV show Glee.  Her 

favorite food is sushi.  Ms. Noncek 

has no siblings, but she is engaged 

to be married on May 27th and has 

been very busy planning her wed-

ding.  Her fiancé is studying to be-

come a Lutheran pastor.  He also 

tutors high school students.  Now 

that you know all about Ms. Non-

cek, stop by and say hi!    
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   On September 29, 2011, grades 

six through eight participated in 

an all day leadership retreat with 

Father Terry A. Deffenbaugh, 

O.S.A., who has been working as a 

retreat leader for many years.  Ms. 

Noncek, the Language Arts 

teacher for middle school stu-

dents, organized this event.  Fr. 

Terry first worked with students 

at St. Edmunds about 20 years ago 

and was excited to return.  He spe-

cializes in ministry to youth and 

has written more than 30 articles 

and five books.   

As part of the retreat, Fr. Terry 

met with the three classes indi-

vidually during the morning ses-

sion and then brought everyone 

together during the afternoon.     

 When asked for his reaction 

to Fr. Terry and the retreat, Macke 

Gonzalez (6thȺɯÛÖÓËɯÜÚȮɯɁ(ɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯÏÌɯ

was serious, but in a funny way. 

He helped our class work together 

instead of arguing.   We did great 

exercises that brought us together 

ÈÚɯÖÕÌɯÊÓÈÚÚȭɂɯ6ÏÌÕɯ(ɯÈÚÒÌËɯÏÐÔɯÐÍɯ

the retreat affected him emotion-

ally, he said yes and no. 

Ɂ'ÌɯÚÏÖÞÌËɯÔÌɯÏÖÞɯÎÖÖËɯ

it feels when working to-

ÎÌÛÏÌÙȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÛɯÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÛÏÈÛɯ

ÉÐÎɯÛÖɯÔÌȭɂɯɯɯɯɯ 

The goal for the retreat 

was to identify ways that 

middle school students can 

become leaders within the 

school and parish commu-

nities and to continue that 

leadership throughout their lives. 

,Úȭɯ-ÖÕÊÌÒɯÚÛÈÛÌËȮɯɯɁ6ÌɯÓÖÖÒɯÈÛɯ

our middle school students as role 

models and believe that having 

the ability for them to work to-

gether will foster strong and col-

laborative relationships through-

ÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯàÌÈÙȭɁɯɯ 

Middle School Students Retreat to Advance 
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Chris Jenig and Andre Steward 

   Her favorite part of teaching is in-

teracting with middle school stu-

dents.  Her least favorite thing is 

unnecessary answers.  She loves the 

ÚÔÈÓÓÌÙɯÊÓÈÚÚɯÚÐáÌÚɯÈÛɯ2Ûȭɯ$ËÔÜÕËɀÚȭ 

    Now on to the personal informa-

tion!  Ms. Noncek lives on the north 

side of Chicago.  Her favorite activi-

ties outside of school are yoga and 

rooting for the Blackhawks.  She 

likes the Blackhawks because they 

are really good and because hockey 

is such a fast-paced, exciting sport.  

,Úȭɯ-ÖÕÊÌÒɀÚɯÍÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯÉÖÖÒɯÐÚɯPride 

and Prejudice by Jane Austen, and 

Welcome Ms. Noncek 

      Have you gotten to know our 

new Language Arts teacher for 6th 

ɬ 8th grade students yet?  Ms. Non-

cek also teaches 8th grade Social 

Studies and Religion.  Although 

ÚÏÌɯÐÚɯÕÌÞɯÛÖɯ2Ûȭɯ$ËÔÜÕËɀÚȮɯÚÏÌɯ

has been teaching for four years.  

  

     Ms. Noncek likes to use hands-

on, engaging activities in her 

teaching, and to make her stu-

dents laugh.  She is easygoing 

ÔÖÚÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÐÔÌȭɯɯ2ÏÌɯÛÖÓËɯÜÚȮɯɁ(ɯ

ÈÔɯÖÕÓàɯÚÌÙÐÖÜÚɯÞÏÌÕɯÕÌÌËÌËȭɂɯɯ

  

Kiara Johnson and Sherman Martin 

6th Graders work on a group exercise 
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Top floor transformation revolu-

tionizes the upstairs! The adjust-

ÔÌÕÛȱɯ ɯ-$6ɯ2'(%3ɯ.%ɯ

CLASSES!!!  Sixth, seventh, and 

eighth grade class periods have been 

extended from 45 minutes to one hour 

and five minutes.  Fifth grade stu-

dents now work on all core subjects 

with one teacher, Mrs. Tortorello, ex-

cept for Math, which is taught by Ms. 

Staszko.  Mrs. McNulty teaches 6thɭ

8th grade Science and 7th grade Social 

Studies, and Ms. Noncek teaches 

6thɭ8th grade Language Arts and 

8th grade Social Studies. 

We asked students their opinions 

about the revised schedules. Gabe 

Allori (6 thȺɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ(ɯÓÐÒÌɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯÛÌÈÊÏÌÙÚȮɯ

but I would rather have shorter morn-

ÐÕÎɯÊÓÈÚÚÌÚȭɂɯ ÚÏÛÖÕɯ,ÈÙÐÖÕɯȹƙth) told us, 

Ɂ(ɯÞÈÕÛÌËɯÛÖɯÊÏÈÕÎÌɯÊÓÈÚÚÌÚȮɯÉÜÛɯÚÛÈàÐÕÎɯ

ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯÊÓÈÚÚɯÐÚɯ.*ȭɂɯɯ2ÌÝÌÙÈÓɯÖÓËÌÙɯ

kids shared with us how they wanted 

Mrs. Tortorello as their Social Studies 

teacher and how longer classes drive 

them bonkers. Danielle Porter (8th) ex-

×ÓÈÐÕÌËȮɯɁ(ɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌɯÓÖÕÎÌÙɯ×ÌÙÐÖËÚɯÖÍɯ

$ÕÎÓÐÚÏɯÈÕËɯ,ÈÛÏȮɯÉÜÛɯ2ÊÐÌÕÊÌȱȭÔÈÒÌÚɯ

ÔÌɯÛÐÙÌËȭɂɯ 

The teachers upstairs also shared 

their thoughts about this change. Mrs. 

,Ê-ÜÓÛàɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ(ɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÊÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

morning classes are longer - it provides 

ÔÖÙÌɯÍÓÌßÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯÍÖÙɯÖÜÙɯÚÊÏÌËÜÓÌȭɂɯ$ÝÌÕɯ

though she believes the change is good 

for students, she does have one regret. 

Ɂ(ɯÔÐÚÚɯÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÍÛÏɯÎÙÈËÌɯÈÕËɯ

ÊÈÕɀÛɯÞÈÐÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÔɯÛÖɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÚÐßÛÏɯ

ÎÙÈËÌÙÚȮɂɯÚÏÌɯÛÖÓËɯÜÚȭɯɯ 

Ms. Staszko also approved of the 

ÊÏÈÕÎÌÚȭɯɯ2ÏÌɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯ,Ùȭɯ

Sweeney made the right choice - I 

really enjoy having the longer math 

period.  We are able to get a lot more 

ÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÈÊÊÖÔ×ÓÐÚÏÌËɯÓÐÒÌɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛÚȭɂɯ

,ÙÚȭɯ3ÖÙÛÖÙÌÓÓÖɯÛÖÓËɯÜÚȮɯɁ(ɯÉÖÛÏɯÓÐÒÌɯÈÕËɯ

dislike the fifth grade being self -

contained. I get to focus more on my 

class, but miss teaching my older stu-

ËÌÕÛÚȭɂɯ 

Our principal, Mr. Sweeney, ex-

plained that the change was important, 

ÐÕɯ×ÈÙÛȮɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯɁÍÐÍÛÏɯÎÙÈËÌɯÕÌÌËÚɯ

more developmental skills to have the 

ÐÕËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÊÌɂɯàÖÜɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚɪ

ful in a middle school environment.  

All of the changes are designed to help 

St. Edmund students be well-prepared 

for high school and beyond.  

Middle School Switch-Up 
Gabriel Allori and Shawn Trimble  

The Bulldog Express  asks... 

What would you do if you had a lot of money? Kiara Johnson and Chris Jenig 

Tommy  

Put it in the 

beanies bank. 

Samuel R.  

Go camping at the 

beach with my  

family . 

Joseph  

Go to Disney 

World . 

Mara  

Give it to my 

brother. 

Do you know what you would do if you suddenly won the lottery?  We asked several PK -4 students the 

above question.  Here are their responses.  
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thought Mr. Sweeney should be a 

principal because of his interest 

in education.    

Gabriel and I asked Mr. 

Sweeney about changes at St. Ed-

ÔÜÕËɀÚȭɯɯ'ÌɯÈÕÚÞÌÙÌËȮɯɁ6ÖÙÒÐÕÎɯ

with the entire school commu-

nity, significant changes can be 

ÔÈËÌȭɂɯɯ.ÕÌɯÊÏÈÕÎÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÈÚɯÈÓɪ

ready been put in place is using 

ÛÏÌɯɁƚɯ3ÙÈÐÛÚɂɯÞÙÐÛÐÕÎɯÔÖËÌÓɯÐÕɯÈÓÓɯ

grades to help our students be-

come better writers.  

Did you know Mr. 

Sweeney has a wife and two 

daughters?  In his free time, he likes 

to go bike riding with his daughters.  

He also collects records. Mr. 

2ÞÌÌÕÌàɀÚɯÍÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯÚ×ÖÙÛɯÛÖɯ×ÓÈàɯÈÕËɯ

watch is basketball.   

 

Mr. Sweeney Takes the Reins 

Did you know that Mr. 

Sweeney grew up in Boston and 

has lived in New Hampshire, Ore-

gon, Washington, Illinois, Michi-

gan, Mexico, and Ivory Coast, Af-

ÙÐÊÈȳɯɯ,Ùȭɯ2ÞÌÌÕÌàɯÛÖÓËɯÜÚȮɯɁ(ɯÈÛɪ

tended the University of Washing-

ton in Seattle and Lewis Univer-

ÚÐÛàɯÐÕɯ1ÖÔÌÖÝÐÓÓÌȮɯ(ÓÓÐÕÖÐÚȭɂɯɯ,ÖÚÛɯ

recently, he was the principal of a 

Catholic elementary school in Gig 

Harbor, Washington, near Seattle.  

Before he was a principal, he was 

a teacher.  His favorite subject to 

teach is 8th Grade History.   While 

he was teaching, he was good 

friends with a principal and she 

Gabriel Allori and Roy Porter 

A New Face in PK-4  

     Did you know who the Scarecrow 

was on Halloween?   Mrs. Katherine 

,ÈÙÐÌɯ,ÐÓÐÛÌÓÓÖȮɯÞÏÖɯɯÐÚɯ2Ûȭɯ$ËÔÜÕËɀÚɯ

new PK-4 teacher.  Mrs. Katie thinks St. 

$ËÔÜÕËɀÚɯÐÚɯÈɯËÌÓÐÎÏÛÍÜÓɯÚÊÏÖÖÓȭɯɯɯ2ÏÌɯ

says the kids in PK-4 are very entertaining.  

Mrs. Katie has been teaching for five won-

derful years.  She grew up in Harwood 

Heights, Illinois.  She went to college at 

Northeastern Illinois.  She has been happily 

married to her husband Enzo for a year and 

a half.  Her favorite hobbies are reading, 

cooking, watching television, and playing 

Ú×ÖÙÛÚȭɯɯ'ÌÙɯÍÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯÛÌÓÌÝÐÚÐÖÕɯÚÏÖÞɯÐÚɯɁ3ÏÌɯ

.ÍÍÐÊÌȭɂɯɯ'ÌÙɯÍÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯ"ÏÐÊÈÎÖɯÛÌÈÔɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ

Bears, but she likes to watch basketball on 

TV.  She enjoys playing volleyball.     

Ashton Marion and Sam Patston 

 

African Dance Class 
Thanks to Mrs. Perry-Carr and her 

drummer colleague, second through 

fourth grade students (and their 

teachers) had the opportunity to 

learn about the culture of West Afri-

can dance, and practice and perform 

some traditional dance moves!   


