







                     August 25, 2010

Dear Parent(s), 

We hope you had a safe and relaxing summer!  As you know, we will be your child’s fifth grade teachers this school year.  We look forward to working with you and your child, as well as observing the academic, social, and spiritual growth of your child throughout the next nine months.  With our working together, we can ensure a year of productive learning for your son and/or daughter.

Since this is our first parent letter of the school year, we’d like to take this opportunity to share some of our backgrounds with you.  

About Mr. McClure: I have been a teacher at St. Josaphat since 2006, and I am pleased to begin my fifth year teaching at the school.  From 2005-2006, I taught the fourth through sixth grades at Sacred Heart Senior National School in Tallaght, Dublin, Ireland.  While living in Dublin, I also taught a college course in education at St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra.  Prior to my year teaching abroad, I taught the third grade for two years at St. John School outside of Baton Rouge, Louisiana as a member of ACE (the Alliance for Catholic Education), a graduate program at the University of Notre Dame, and earned my Master of Education degree.  I also earned a Bachelor of Music degree from Central Michigan University in 2002.  I am grateful to begin my eighth year of teaching this school year and I feel blessed to be a part of the St. Josaphat faith community.

About Mrs. Bagdon:  As I begin my fourth year of teaching at St. Josaphat School, I am filled with gratitude to be a part of such an exceptional community. For the past three years, I have taught fourth grade, where I have had the pleasure and privilege of teaching many of the current fifth grade students.  It is exciting to continue to work with such an energetic, caring group of students again as I begin this year as a junior high teacher. Before beginning my teaching career at St. Josaphat School, I taught reading and math to second through eighth graders in a Title I Program at St. Bede the Venerable School on the southwest side of Chicago for one year.  To add on to my Bachelor of Arts degree in Elementary Education from St. Mary’s College, I earned my Master’s Degree in Curriculum and Education from Concordia University this summer.  I look forward to learning more from your children in the year to come.
This year will bring about many new experiences for your child as he or she begins junior high.  The most significant change is that your child will rotate throughout the junior high classrooms for different subjects.  Since our fifth grade homeroom is so large, the class will be split into two smaller groups, 5A and 5B, for each content area class.  Students will move from one room to another in these groups and will benefit from a lower teacher to student ratio.  This is an exciting change for fifth graders because it means that they will be able to gain from the wisdom and knowledge of our entire junior high faculty.  The list below contains all of the teachers the fifth grade students will be taught by, as well as each teacher’s specific content area.

Junior High Content Area Teachers
Religion                          Mr. McClure and Mrs. Bagdon



Language Arts

Mrs. Bagdon


Social Studies

Mr. McClure


Science 

Ms. Long


Math 


Miss Kowieski and Mrs. C.T.







Reading

Mrs. Wolff and Mrs. Bagdon
Spanish

             Ms. Monley
Computer

Ms. Danisovszky
P.E.


Mr. Kendall

Music


Ms. Cozzi
The junior high teachers set high expectations for students so that they may reach their full potential.  We expect all students to put forth their best effort in their work.  In addition, students are to treat others in the St. Josaphat community – other students, teachers, volunteers, and administrators – with respect.  Therefore, as part of the junior high, fifth grade students will follow the junior high expectation policy.  This year, students will not be allowed to call home and ask parents to bring missing materials to school.  Also, no extra credit will be offered this school year.  Please read the Junior High Expectations and Consequences letter (included as an attachment in the email), discuss it with your child, sign it, and return it to school by Friday, August 27th.  
The transition into junior high will require that students be organized since they will be moving from classroom to classroom throughout the day.  It is very important for each student to write down homework in the student planner at the end of each class period, to keep papers well organized using the binder system, and to keep desks well organized.
Because we are working together to ensure a year filled with growth, it is important that we communicate with each other. As in previous years, you will receive a weekly newsletter from us every Monday that will highlight important announcements, reminders, and information regarding each class.  In the first and third quarters, this newsletter will be e-mailed by Mr. McClure.  Mrs. Bagdon will e-mail the newsletters during the second and fourth quarters.     
Teacher websites are also great sources of information.  Each teacher posts assignments, web links, and other valuable information.  Mrs. Bagdon’s teacher page is http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/StJosaphat/MrsBagdon/ and Mr. McClure’s teacher page is http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/StJosaphat/McClure/ .  The other junior high teachers have similar websites that can be search for and accessed through the St. Josaphat School website.
If we feel that we need to meet to discuss an area of your child’s learning or behavior, one or both of us will call or send a note home.  Please feel free to send a note with your child or call the school (773.549.0909) if ever you have something you would like to discuss.  Also, we check our email accounts before and after school, so you may email Mrs. Bagdon at rbagdon@stjosaphat.net and Mr. McClure at dmcclure@stjosaphat.net. 
Since we are both fifth grade homeroom teachers, we ask that if you have important information to share with us, such as early dismissals, medications for your child, etc., please notify both of us.  However, if you should have questions or concerns about a specific class, it is only necessary to contact the junior high teacher that instructs that class. Please be aware that we may be unable to check our email accounts during the day, so if you have any information that you need to immediately communicate before the end of the day, such as changes in dismissal plans, please call the office.
Please take some time to open all of the attached documents and read them carefully.  Below you will find a Parent Information Sheet that we would like completed and returned to school by Friday, August 27th along with the signed Junior High Expectations and Consequences form.  Again, thank you for the privilege of teaching your child and we look forward to working with you this school year.

Best Wishes,

Mrs. Bagdon and Mr. McClure  

Fifth Grade Teachers

St. Josaphat School

Parent Information Sheet

Fifth Grade 2010-2011
___________________________________________________

Child’s name
(First and Last)

___________________________________________________

Mother’s name (First and Last)

___________________________________________________

Father’s name (First and Last)

________________________________________________________________________

Parent(s) or Guardian(s) with whom the child lives

For times when a teacher needs to contact a parent or guardian, would you prefer email or a telephone call?  

· Email

· Telephone call

Please provide your email address. ______________________________
Please provide your home phone number. ________________________________
Are there any other phone numbers or email addresses you would like to provide?

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
