The Monday Memo

Weekly News from Mrs. Bagdon’s and Mr. McClure’s Fifth Grade Class

August 30, 2010

Language Arts (Bagdon): Students will brainstorm and then begin drafting a narrative describing a significant event in their lives.  In spelling, students will be studying words containing the letters kw-, k-, and n-.  
Math (CT/Hamman): We will use Everyday Math in 5th grade this year.  The students will start the year exploring multiplication number models, review and practice factoring, learn about prime, composite and square numbers, and develop exponents and square roots concepts.  The students are split in two classes between Mrs. C-T and Mrs. Hamman to ensure that all students are both challenged and successful in math.  Your child should know which class he/she is in by the end of today.  If you have questions regarding math this year, please contact the appropriate teacher.
Reading (Bagdon): Students will complete pre-reading activities and then begin to read our first novel, Jerry Spinelli's Loser.  The first Book Project will be due on Tuesday, September 14th.    

Reading (Wolff): We will be discussing summer reading and book projects for the quarter. We will also focus on active reading and will do some introductory activities for our first book, Loser.
Religion (Bagdon/McClure): This year, the fifth grade will study the 7 sacraments.  We will begin the year with a pre-assessment on the sacraments.  We will then discuss that Jesus is the Son of God and that we are called to follow Him.
Science (Hamman): Last week we discussed important safety rules we follow in the lab. This week, we will use the scientific method and choose some of the student-designed experiments to conduct.  As we work on these experiments, we will identify independent and dependent variables, as well as control and experimental groups.
Announcements
· If you have not yet turned in the Acceptable Use Policy Agreement or the Parent Information Sheet, please do so as soon as possible.

· This Wednesday is an out-of-uniform day for $1.

· There is no school on Monday, September 6 in observance of Labor Day.  School will resume on Tuesday, September 7. 

· Open House is on Thursday,    September 9 at 7pm.

· Please check our class webpages often for important information: http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/  StJosaphat/MrsBagdon/   

       http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/ 

       StJosaphat/McClure/   

Social Studies (McClure): We will begin our study of American History with chapter 1, “The World Before 1500.”  We will learn how the first people came to live in the Americas, describe the societies that formed as complex civilizations in the Americas, and list some of the ways that pre-contact societies adapted to their unique environments.

Spanish (Monley): My name is Erin Monley and I am the new Spanish teacher. I am thrilled to be teaching here at St. Josaphat School, and I’m looking forward to a great year. I have given an overview of my classes on my website, and I will be updating it frequently with homework and vocabulary for each class. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.

  Happy birthday to Cris Sgarbi!
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