Dear Parents of Grades 5-8,

Happy New Year and welcome back to school!  We hope you all had wonderful holidays with your families and friends.  Thanks for all of your Christmas generosity to us.  It’s wonderful to work in a school where the parents work so hard to show their appreciation, and we are grateful.

Thanks also for supporting the orphans at Nuestro Pequenos Hermanos through our Quarter Wars during Advent.  The money the students raised is both appreciated and needed.
This Wednesday is our monthly out-of-uniform for $1 sponsored by the PTO.

With the start of 2011, we wanted to suggest some New Year’s resolutions for the Junior High students:

· Be on time every day.  We change classes at 8:15, so students who are just entering the building at 8:10 are not ready when their classmates are headed to their first period.  
· Check supplies!  Students should always have multiple red pens, blue or black pens, sharpened pencils, and paper in their binders.  This is a good time to restock supplies that have been used or gone missing.
· Write homework down at the end of EACH class.  Parents – take a look at HOW your child uses his/her planner each night.  Are you able to read what they write?  Do they end up with missing assignment notices, even though they say all their homework is completed?  What needs to change?

· Organize the binder.  Some students have lost important papers or have papers spilling out of the binders.  Setting a daily or weekly time to organize the binder is a great way to start the new year.

· Make a weekly plan, so daily and long-term assignments can be balanced against basketball, piano, hockey, and other practices.  Be sure your child knows that their homework assignments are their FIRST priority.

· Make good hygiene a habit.  This includes regular washing of hair and face, washing hands throughout the day, and consistent use of deodorant.

· Dress for Chicago weather!  In these cold months, students should wear warm layers and be prepared for recess with a warm coat, a hat, gloves, and a scarf.

· Follow the uniform policy.  Please review your school handbook (also available on the school website under “Current Families”).  Students who do not follow the policies will be writing in the Book of Responsibility.  Pay special attention to:

-Shoe colors are solid black, brown, navy, or white.

-Wear a belt with pants.



-Check the length of your daughter’s skirt and your son’s hair.



-Save make-up and nail polish for after school or weekends.

-Get initials into each piece of uniform clothing – especially PE clothes!

· Classroom Geography Bees start next Monday, Jan 10th.  Please encourage students to visit the Geography websites sent home before Christmas break and make sure they’re spending some time each night with their atlas.  Students should know where the states and major countries are on a blank map, and also have a sense of: locations of major seas and mountain ranges, and natural resources of different regions.

Special notes for this week:

Grade 5:  Spelling test Friday; book projects for Mrs. Bagdon due Tuesday, the 18th
Grade 6:  Book project for Mrs. Wolff due Thursday, Jan. 6th;  book projects for Mrs. Bagdon due Friday, 21st
Grade 7:  Math project for Mrs. C.T. on Jan. 5th; math mid-chapter quiz for Mrs. Hamman on Friday, January 7; book project for Mrs. Wolff due Friday, Jan. 7th; book project for Ms. Rohleder due Monday, Jan. 10th 

Grade 8:  Book project for Mrs. Wolff due Thursday, Jan. 6th; book project for Ms. Rohleder due Monday, Jan. 10th  
