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Top Ten Homework Expectations in Fifth Grade

1. Always do your best work.

2. All homework should have a complete heading at the top right corner of the paper.  See the example on this paper.

3. Unless otherwise specified, homework should be completed on loose-leaf paper.  If homework is completed in a notebook, all jagged edges (such as those caused by ripping a page out of a notebook) should be trimmed.

4. Homework may be completed using pen or pencil.  Math homework should always be completed using pencil unless otherwise specified.  If students choose to use pen, it should be blue or black ink.
5. Homework can be completed using either cursive writing or printing (Check with your teacher first to see if he/she prefers one or the other.).  For either option, however, all writing must be neat.  Final copies of projects must be written in cursive or typed.

6. Students should skip lines between answers or problems.
7. Answers to questions (especially in science and social studies) should incorporate the question in the response.  For example, if the question is “Who are the fifth grade teachers?”  appropriate answers are, “The fifth grade teachers are Mrs. Bagdon and Mr. McClure,” or “They are Mrs. Bagdon and Mr. McClure.”  One of the main reasons for this is that students will be able to use homework to review for quizzes, tests, or projects when they incorporate the question in their responses.

8. Students must use correct spelling and proper grammar.  One great strategy to ensure correct spelling is to copy carefully from textbooks or other resources.  If there are more than three spelling or grammar mistakes on an assignment, students will lose one point.
9. To correct mistakes, students should erase pencil marks completely.  If the mistake is written in pen, draw one line through the mistake and write the correction next to the mistake, or use whiteout.

10. Don’t let the dog eat your homework! 
