The Monday Memo

Weekly News from Mrs. Bagdon’s and Mr. McClure’s Fifth Grade Class

March 7, 2011
Language Arts (Bagdon): Students will work on adding description to their writing with a "show, don't tell" approach as they imagine what mushers experience while on the Iditarod trail.  In addition, students will take time to read poetry and select their favorite poems for the March Madness Poetry Brackets in the Junior High.

Math (Hamman): This week in Mrs. Hamman’s class we will continue exploring mixed numbers and improper fractions.  We will also start comparing and ordering fractions.
Math (CT): We are completing our Chapter 3 written test as well as starting Chapter 4, which covers division of whole numbers and decimals. We should move quickly through some of the sections since we have been learning division and proving our multiplication problems. Our geometry projects were well done for the most part. Please sign the graded sheet this week and return it to school by Friday.  Please continue to work on the basic facts at home with your student.  Some of my 5th graders are not as confident with this knowledge as they should be.
Reading (Bagdon): We will examine the climax and resolution found in Number the Stars as we approach the end of the novel. Students should expect to have a vocabulary quiz on the last set of words sometime next week. The Book Projects will be due on Friday instead of Tuesday due to Terra Nova testing. 
Reading (Wolff): We will focus on sequencing, making inferences, drawing conclusions, and analyzing characters.

Announcements
· Terra Nova testing will continue this week.  Please make sure your child gets a good night’s rest and eats a healthy breakfast.  Also, please make sure your child arrives to school on time each morning.  Testing will begin promptly after the tardy bell.    

· This Wednesday is Ash Wednesday.  There is an all school mass at 8:15 in the church.  Parents are welcome to attend.

· There is a 1:30 dismissal this Wednesday.

· Please check our class webpages often for important information: http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/  StJosaphat/MrsBagdon/   

       http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/ 

       StJosaphat/McClure/   

Religion (Bagdon/McClure): We will discuss ways that we can grow closer to God during Lent. Also, we will continue our study of the Eucharist. Students should expect to have a test on the Eucharist next week.
Science (Hamman): This week marks the start of a new unit on weather.  We will explore how and why Alaska experiences different weather patterns in comparison to other states in the U.S.  
Social Studies (McClure): We will practice our map skills and learn about the Iditarod by studying maps of Alaska.  As part of our study, we will discuss the terrain the mushers and dog teams will cross throughout the race.
Spanish (Monley): This week we will begin a new story. The students will read the story, write it, and retell it. We will also continue studying question words in Spanish.  

Happy belated birthday to Josh Baskin (February 24) and Kat    

      Froede (March 2)!
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