The Monday Memo

Weekly News from Mrs. Bagdon’s and Mr. McClure’s Fifth Grade Class

October 25, 2010

Language Arts (Bagdon): Compound subjects, verbs, and objects of the preposition will be our focus this week.  Students will also begin creating Writing Territories that they will use to generate ideas for journal writing.

Math (Hamman): This week in Mrs. Hamman's class the students will explore estimation through experimenting reaction times and reviewing vocabulary associated with chance events and probability.

Math (CT): Hopefully you have had a chance to look over all three parts of the Chapter 1 assessment.  Overall, the students did a great job!  We are now moving on to Chapter 2: Estimation.  We did some practice estimation last week.  We also talked about why we might estimate and what units are often used. This week we will work with (2.2) Addition of Whole Numbers and Decimals and (2.3) Subtraction of Whole Numbers and Decimals. The students will work with writing numbers using expanded notation and strategies for adding and subtracting large numbers.  Their ability to estimate is an important skill. Please encourage them to practice estimation at home whenever possible. Please also continue have them practice their basic facts.
Reading (Bagdon): We will discuss how the events of Field Day have impacted Zinkoff and how it must feel to be labeled a "loser".  In addition, we will work with vocabulary words from chapters 16-20.  The book project is due on Tuesday, while the next book project will be due on Tuesday, November 16th.

Reading (Wolff): This week in Mrs. Wolff's class we will work on vocabulary for the next section of Loser and will probably have a test on the words on Wednesday. We will then look at how Donald's attitude effects his perception of the world. The next book project is due on Thursday.
Announcements
· On Tuesday, the fifth grade will watch the film “Ghost Town” at Facets on Fullerton as part of the International Children’s Film Festival.  We will walk to Facets shortly after 9:00, view the film at 9:45, and return to school around recess/lunch time. 

· Report cards will be sent home this Thursday.

· There is a pizza lunch this Friday.  Pizza lunch forms are due by Wednesday.

· Our homeroom Halloween party will take place this Friday from 12:45 to 1:45.  The school parade will begin at 1:45.  Students should bring their costumes to change into at school on Friday. 

· Please check our class webpages often for important information: http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/  StJosaphat/MrsBagdon/   

       http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/ 

       StJosaphat/McClure/   

Religion (Bagdon and McClure): There will be a test on the mysteries and prayers of the Rosary on Tuesday.  Students will then begin learning about the seven sacraments.
Science (Hamman): The landform project pieces are to be completed this week.  The final drafts for the written descriptions are due on Tuesday, October 26 and the model/diagrams are due on Friday, October 29.  Please refer to the project description for details. The students will also explore how earthquakes occur and the damage they cause.
Social Studies (McClure): As we study section 2, we will focus on European competition in North America.  We will explain why, how, and where the French and Dutch established colonies in North America.
Spanish (Monley): This week in Spanish class we will study “Dia de los Muertos.” We will learn about the history and the traditions of the holiday, and we will do various projects and writing activities on the theme.
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