The Monday Memo

Weekly News from Mrs. Bagdon’s and Mr. McClure’s Fifth Grade Class

October 4, 2010

Language Arts (Bagdon): We will finish revising and editing our personal experience essays, reviewing the differences between revising and editing.  The final, published copy is due on Friday.  In addition, students will learn about helping verbs and how they connect with main verbs to build verb phrases.

Math (Hamman): We will take our Unit 1 test on Tuesday, October 5.  Students should review their self-assessments, homework, and journal pages.  They can also play Multiplication Top-It, a new game we learned to practice multiplication facts.  The students will also receive the Unit 2 Family Letter this week.  Unit 2 explores estimation, computation procedures, and data analysis.


Math (CT): We had a great week last week exploring prime and composite numbers.  We learned about Christian Goldbach and his theory about primes.  We are now moving on to 1.7 (Square Numbers) and 1.8 (Unsquaring Numbers).  Please encourage your child to review basic facts nightly. Your child also should have study link work at least 3 nights a week. Some of the students need to be reminded about having all of their work done on time!  Please reinforce this concept at home.

Reading (Bagdon): Students will continue reading Loser, discussing significant events and characters.  On Tuesday, the book projects are due.  There will be a mid-novel vocabulary test on Friday.  The test will include words from chapters 1-15.  The next book project will be due on Tuesday, October 26th. 
Reading (Wolff): We will focus on making connections to the main character, on making, confirming, and changing predictions, on making comparisons, and on writing and making a speech. There will be a quiz at the end of this week or the beginning of next week.
Announcements

· This Wednesday is a PTO dress down day for $1.
· There is a 1:30 dismissal next Wednesday afternoon (October 13).
· First quarter progress reports will go home this Wednesday.
· There is no school next Monday (October 11) in observance of Columbus Day.
· If your child’s regular dismissal plans change, please notify us.  Since the safety of your child is a primary concern of ours, it is important that we know in advance who is picking up your child at the end of each school day.  Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

· Please check our class webpages often for important information: http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/  StJosaphat/MrsBagdon/   

       http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/ 

       StJosaphat/McClure/   

Religion (Bagdon and McClure): Students will focus on serving others through spiritual and corporal works of mercy.  On Friday, students will be assessed on the concepts and terms from chapters 1-2 with a test.
Science (Hamman): This week we will explore evidence of seafloor spreading and learn how the Earth's crust is divided into plates that move in different directions.
Social Studies (McClure): We will conclude chapter 1 this week and review for the chapter 1 test.  The test will be on Thursday. 

Spanish (Monley): This week in Spanish we will be continuing the story, "El Chico Mentiroso." The students will practice retelling the story in Spanish and will answer questions about the story. We will review plurals and articles.
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